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COMMUNITY

EVENTS

WITH

THIS SPACE

Mon - Fri

JULY 30                     Carboot Sale at The Stables Marketplace - Himeville  9am to noonsee page3
JULY 31                     Inaugural Underberg Gran Fondo gravel bike race www.underberggranfondo.co.za see page1
AUG 6                        CHOC walk up SANI Pass dbn@choc.org.za
AUG 10                      Berg Musicians Club @ Underberg Country Club 6pm for 6.30pm. limited seats , booking essential see page3
AUG 19                       ‘God’s Cheerful Genuis’ – A talk by Nicki von der Heyde on Abbot Nivard Streicher see page3
SEPT 24                     PEVENSEY FETE @ Underberg Primary School from 9am. Tea garden, Jumping castle White elephant and many other stalls
23 - 25 SEPT             Underberg Himeville Trout Fishing Club EXPLORER Stillwater festival contact 082 6363985
OCT 29                      TIP TOP MILK Drak 250 Off Road Race Contact Trace Price-Moor 082 818 9168
OCT 1                        U.F.A.  Annual Agricultural Show Contact admin@kznufa.co.za
OCT 22 -24              South African Fly Fishing Association National B Trials
NOV 5 -6                    Open Gardens in Himeville and adjacent farm gardens
NOV 9                        Underberg ROTARY Treasure Hunt Contact 0826113447
NOV 12                     MOTHS Golf Day fundraiser Contact Len Wittstock  0790941029

8am - 7pm. Sat - 8am - 5pm Sun 10am -3.30pm

 email   mountainecho.pw@gmail.com         082 493 8700              www. mountainecho.co.za
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We are all here for a good time, not a long time
The inaugural Underberg Gran Fondo Gravel Road Cycle Race will be one of those beautiful memories

and will  decide the first ever KZN Gravel Championships
with the first SA Gravel Championships in the Western Cape in September.

The Underberg Gran Fondo is a bracing Winter race that ranks as
one of the few challenges in the SA Winter Racing Calendar.  Not
only will you traverse beautiful countryside, but you will have a
goal to work towards.The event has been boosted by being awarded
the rights to decide the first ever KZN Gravel Championships.
With the first SA Gravel Championships scheduled for the Western
Cape in September, the 140km race at the Underberg Gran Fondo will
decide the KZN Gravel titles for 2022, and places in the provincial
team to the nationals in September.
The UGF on 31 July will take you into rolling hills, along seldom
traversed roads with spectacular vistas of the Southern
Drakensberg, seldom seen by tourists.  The Southern Drakensberg
also provides one with many activities to keep the family busy.
The Sani Spoors Team have always emphasised the fun aspect of
cycling, where the entire family are catered for and included.  This
event is for you, your friends and family irrespective of age – the
Spoors Team want you to experience all that Underberg and
Himeville have on offer.
We are all here for a good time, not a long time.
Riders will depart from Underberg, alongside the crystal clear
Umzimkulu River and will travel along a 4 km neutral zone to the
Bushman’s Nek Road where the race will formally begin.  Here you

will travel either 140Km or 90Km in the Southern Drakensberg, taking in
views of the entire escarpment with the prominent Hodgson’s Peaks or
Giants Cup, Mvuleni and Garden Castle and various isolated Ezemvelo
Reserves in this World Heritage area.  Riders will experience a well-run
event, with great water tables and some of the best en-route scenery on
offer anywhere.  Every rider will receive free Chocolate Milk, Draught
Beer and Gin & Tonic on tap   The start and finish for the event will be the
Olde Duck Café, where there will be safe parking, security, showers and
a magnificent chill zone and live music to add to the rider and spectator
experience. Events in the Southern Drakensberg offer unique
opportunities to create incredible memories and we are confident that the
Underberg Gran Fondo will become one of your fondest race memories.

Photo Paul Welch
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ALL  SATELLITE  SYSTEMS
SALES, REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

DICK  BERKELJON

082 350 7891

Speak to me about
Price Lock
installations

multichoice accreditation number 33008mc

E L E C T R O T E C HE L E C T R O T E C HE L E C T R O T E C HE L E C T R O T E C HE L E C T R O T E C H

electrotech@futurenet.co.za

FIELD SERVICES

Shop closed but still available on call
during office hours as per normal  over
the past 29 years in Underberg
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The Workhouse
& Crazy Crafters

082 573 1508

9am to 4pm

TROUT WALK CENTRE

Underberg

GARDENING &
CLEANING
GUTTERS

Contact 0663596265
Siyabonga

DISCLAIMER
This Newspaper is Published by the

owner Eilan Donan Publishingcc T/A

The Mountain Echo is printed by  Rising

Sun Printers, Chatsworth. All copy is

accepted IN Good faith. The opinions

expressed are not necessarily those of

the publisher, Paul Richard Welch.

PAINTING/
SKIMMING/

GLASS FITTING
Contact 0826736521

Goodman

FOR SALE
MAKOTI  SUPERIOR  GOOSE
DOWN  DUVETS,  PILLOWS
AND  DOWN  PRODUCTS

Available at 97A Main Street Howick.
Phone Corrie on 0842951770 or 0333302551

or email corrie@skolly.co.za

GARDENER & PAINTER
Contact Eric 071 6188 737

   NEW  STOCK  JUST  ARRIVED
 VIBRANT COLOURS  AND  DESIGNS

 NOW  ONLY  R100-00
TO  VIEW  CONTACT  LORNA 0837773108

Peta Parker Properties
 Office-033 701 1777/979
Cell -Peta - 083 305 3009

Email - info@ppproperties.co.za
Home - 087 802 8327

www.ppproperties.co.za

HOME MADE
Pickled onion R60, pickled garlic R45, pickled
onion with chillis R65, pickled garlic with
chillis R50, peri peri R50, lime marmalade R80,
peach jam Zulu chutney R70,  blackberry jam
R90, strawberry jam R60, orange whisky mar-
malade R50, orange marmalade R50, ruby
grapefurit marmalade R60, blueberry coulis
R90 delvey fees R100 courier guy. Contact
Morwen Ann on 0628817679

LIZZIE’S  STRETCH  LEGGINGS

BIRTH

FRESH FRUIT &
VEGETABLES
AVAILABLE @

UNDERBERG INN
Contact Justin 0625465152
Mon - Fri: 7.30am to 5pm

Sat: 7.30am to 1.30pm
Sun: Closed Handyman with brick laying, plastering

and related skills wanting "piece work"
Phone Mdu  079 194 8545 OR Peta 083 305
3009

HANDYMAN

MOUNTAIN ECHO

DEADLINE DATE

AAAAAUGUST 19UGUST 19UGUST 19UGUST 19UGUST 19
DISTRIBUTION DATE

AAAAAUGUST 26UGUST 26UGUST 26UGUST 26UGUST 26

Is Your newspaper.
 Your input is valued!

EASTWOOD - (NEE PAYN)  Congratulations
to Jessica and Sean a perfect little girl - Lucy
Grace - Sister to Kaylyn Joy born in the UK 7
June.  Thanks be to God. Delighted Alan and
Tess., Steve and Veronica. Another Star is
Born.

Ann McBean…..
our legendary nurse.

Nursing Services together with the community offer our sincere
condolences to the McBean family.
As a founder member of Nursing Services back in 1977, she served
this district for over 40 years until her recent retirement. She touched
many lives with her dedication in helping the sick and infirm. Her
passion for nursing and upholding her pledge of service…..‘my
patients will be my first consideration’, could never be questioned.
She made a big difference.
Ann….those you have helped will never forget how you made
them feel.
A wonderful legacy. Well done good and faithful servant. May
you rest in peace.

She was a wife, mother, grandmother and
great grandmother to her family and many
things to her many friends.
She was mad about her dogs and loved tak-
ing them for a walk on the Common – rain or
shine.
She was an avid gardener and loved flowers
and the beauty and joy they brought to her
and all who visited her garden.
Over her life she gave more than she received
or took; was funny, loving, feisty, strong, de-
termined and fiercely independent.
She loved the mountains and the outdoors
and believed that the beauty in the world came
from above.
One of my fondest and funniest memories of
her was when, after Dad had died, we were
sitting in the garden talking about life and the
subject of whether there was a supreme be-
ing or not came up.  When I suggested that
there wasn’t, she looked at me and said (and
I’m sure she was quoting someone): “Well
who made the f...ing flowers then?”.
I still don’t know Mum, but I’m sure you know
the answer now.
I love you and will miss you.
Ian

Who was
Ann McBean?

Fraser Mc Bean and his gran Ann Mc Bean in her garden. Ann was
proud that Fraser had qualified as a medical Doctor

Golden Oldie in UNDERBERG. 4440 SQ M
(over an acre-subdivisible) with 100 year old
oak trees and limited mountain views. Three
bed, two bath home with beautiful wooden
floors and many quaint features, PLUS study
and 81 SQ M cranny flat with healthy in-
come. Two carports and two roomed serv-
ant's quarters. Close to primary school.
R1,25m

On 1st July 2022, Patrick
Howard of Underberg
married Sasha Von
Wechmar, daughter of
Baroness Yvonne Von
Wechmar and Dr
Geoffrey Martin in Palma
Mallorca Spain, follow-
ing a civil ceremony in
London on 22nd June.
The happy couple will
honeymoon in Kenya
and Zanzibar at the end
of July.
Patrick attended
Underberg School,
Cordwalles and
Michaelhouse and has
played professional
rugby since leaving
Michaelhouse in 2010,
currently with Ealing in
West London. Sasha
was schooled in Ger-
many, Mallorca, and
Kings College in Lon-
don and runs her own
events company in the
United Kingdom.
Alan and Michele
Howard could not be
happier and warmly wel-
come Sasha to
the family

The museum held its first music quiz fundraiser
at The Grind on Sunday 17 July, which was a
great success and very well supported by our
local community.
The museum and its staff would like to grate-
fully thank the following people for making the
event possible: Andrew and his team at The
Grind for all their hard work, preparation and
ensuring that everything ran so well on the
day.  Quiz Master Trish Scott for her many
hours spent putting such a fun and entertain-
ing quiz together and for running it so incred-
ibly well. For all their generous donations of
vouchers and prizes for the winning team and
lucky draw prizes: Enormous thank you to
Marthinus at Premier Group, Andrew at The
Grind, Christelle at Castleburn, Cathy at
Underberg Superspar, Daniel at The Old Hatch-
ery, Charisse & Paul at the Whistling Goat,
Debbie from Devorah, Kirsty Turner, and Neill
& Audrey at the Sawdust Addict.  Thank you
to everyone who attended the quiz and showed
their support for our museum.

THANKS SO MUCH
FROM THE

HIMEVILLE MUSEUM
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HIKING CLHIKING CLHIKING CLHIKING CLHIKING CLUBUBUBUBUB
JULY 31   12km hike to Ndlovini Cave via
Hobbit Wood. Meet 08h00 at Underberg
Country Club or at 08h30 at Cobham EKZN
Office. Contact Ansell
Matcher 082-571 3873

AUGUST  14  Bulwer Farm
walk on Sunset Farm in
Bulwer district. Meet
08h00 at Underberg
Country Club. Contact Ian
Davies and Dr. Tod Collins
083-601 1637

More Hikes  Contact
Barrie Green who does
walks almost every
Thursday and Sunday
morning for details contact
082-323 8684.

UnderberUnderberUnderberUnderberUnderberg/g/g/g/g/
HimeHimeHimeHimeHimeville ville ville ville ville TTTTTrrrrroutoutoutoutout

Fishing ClubFishing ClubFishing ClubFishing ClubFishing Club
StatsStatsStatsStatsStats

MAY  STATS :
Dams 14 rods caught  6 trout. Rivers 26 rods
caught 63 trout, longest 49cm .
JUNE  STATS :
Dams 82 rods caught  83 trout, Two fish were
over 63cm. Visitor Rod  fees are R180.00 per
rod per day per beat and can be bought at
NUD Sports Tel 033 7011096 -  UNDERBERG
SUPERSPAR Centre. Underberg Flyfishing
and lifestyle centre at The Clocktower
Centre. - Contact Solly 079 758 6493 or Sani
Outdoors at The Troutwalk Centre - Contact
Office open on request by prior arrangement
call 0826363985 UHTFC RIVERS CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Berg Musicians Club Wednesday
10 10 10 10 10 AAAAAUGUSTUGUSTUGUSTUGUSTUGUST

Sing along with the Berg Musician’s Club.
Wednesday 10 August is the date of the next performance, at
Hacker’s Grill at the Underberg Country Club and the BMC welcomes
back Lin and Andy Dillon after their break. Thanks go to Neil and
the committee members for manning the xxxx so well.
The Dillons will entertain you with a few new numbers plus some
old favourites that will get you singing along. They’ll be joined by
Debbie, Nina, and Caroline for a few numbers, and we’ll also be
featuring Gwynn Viljoen doing an acoustic set of his and your
favourite country tunes.
So wrap up your work, polish your vocal chords and join us for a
fun evening of music. There will be a meal available at a special
price and the entrance fee is R50 for adults, half price for scholars
over 12, under 12s free!
Call Justin on 072 715 2619 to book your table and if you’re a muso,
contact us on Facebook or at the show. We’d love to meet you.

19 19 19 19 19 AAAAAUGUSTUGUSTUGUSTUGUSTUGUST

‘God’s Cheerful Genuis’ – A talk by
Nicki von der Heyde on the biography of Abbot

Nivard Streicher who was the genius behind the construction of all
the Trappist churches in KZN. This talk by Nicki, translator of Nivard’s
biography, give a fascinating peek into the true character of this multi-
talented monk, master builder, engineer, and missionary.  Snacks and
drinks will be provided. There will be books for sale, one is a guidebook
with directions and thumbnail sketches of the various mission
churches, and the other a biography of George Nivard Streicher. Look
forward to seeing you all there. HISTORICAL and MUSEUM SOCIETY
OF HIMEVILLE, UNDERBERG AND BULWER : AGM  FRIDAY 6:00
pm 19 AUGUST 2022 VENUE: ST MICHEAL’S CHURCH HALL

Aerial view of The Marianhill Monastery complex where Brother
Nirvard Streicher set out from to build all the Trappist churches in

KZN

CARBOOT MARKET
SATURDAY30 JULY

 9am to 12pm
Bring your excess stuff and turn
it into cash . Limited space so
please confirm that you will be

coming
contact Michele 072 486 6895
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* Precision turning and

machining

* ALL types of welding ALL

types of fabrication

* Manufacture of sliding gates,

security gates and burglar

guards

* Rebuild and repair of
ALL farm implements

* Repair of all rams
Call Rod on 0825698655

ROD’SROD’SROD’SROD’SROD’S

ENGINEERINGENGINEERINGENGINEERINGENGINEERINGENGINEERING

 “AS WE ARE EMERGING FROM THE ERA
OF STATE CAPTURE, WE MUST BE FIRM
ON PRINCIPLE; THAT NO PERSON, NOT
A SINGLE PERSON, IS ABOVE THE LAW
AND THAT EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF
THE POSITION THAT THEY OCCUPY,
MUST BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR
THEIR ACTIONS.” PRESIDENT
RAMAPHOSA.
A punch-drunk and shell-shocked Nation
stands powerless against the barrage of
assaults from the soaring costs of food, fuel,
and basic commodities, while the sepsis
caused by the prolific spread of the
Superbug, “FRAUD AND CORRUPTION”
remains immune to all well-intentioned
therapy. ESKOM hides coyly behind a
euphemism of “LOAD SHEDDING” while
the irony is, we are being cut off and often
not restarted. Interest Rates, not wanting to
be left out, leapt out of the box with their
trump card displaying the highest increase
in 20 years, with some more spectacular
performances expected in September and
November. A Nation wrings its hands. A
Nation weeps.
NUD WILL NOT BE BOWED: Normally,
amongst most NUD Residents, Mid – Winter
allows us to emanate a wretched soul that is
bereft of enthusiasm, especially while
actively engaging with the bedfellow of
negativity. This makes finding volunteers
and garnering support for NUD, difficult.
BUT, despite our Residents being
bombarded daily with wave after wave of
bouts of new economic hardships in our lives
and on our livelihoods this winter, recruiting
volunteers to assist NUD, has been a
revelation. NUD Residents are made of
sterner stuff and will not be bowed.
TIDY TOWNS/ADOPT A SPOT: The TIDY
TOWNS concept has spread like wildfire on
the South Coast, with Towns taking on the
mantle to be responsible for the changes
they want to see and working with RAY
NKONYENI MUNICIPALITY, to bring about
that change. Our ADOPT A SPOT had faded
into oblivion so now we have created our
own hybrid model of the two concepts, TIDY
TOWN/ADOPT A SPOT. DOREEN RODE
of GREENDOOR LANDSCAPES has already

SANI COMMUNITY FORUM
achieved so much success working together
with DR NDZ MUNICIPALITY and we are
honoured that she will oversee this project.
Her expertise and enthusiasm are quite
contagious, and it is gratifying to know that
we have her professional ability and planning,
to coordinate this. If you can assist with
support on the infrastructure side, donating
plants, giving of your time and expertise, or
ADOPTING YOUR SPOT, please contact her.
THIS IS YOUR TOWN!!! BE THE CHANGE
YOU WANT TO SEE.
WATER ISSUES:  SANI COMMUNITY
FORUM continues to support Residents with
the ongoing water issues, and we again stress
the importance of reporting outages/drop in
pressure etc on the Water Group. Although
Communications have been problematic with
the Eskom Loadshedding, we do appreciate
Resident’s patience over this difficult time.
SCF reports the Water Outages in a
structured form to our local water hierarchy
and then this is distributed to the Plumbers,
who are doing a sterling job, under very
difficult circumstances. MR LUCAS
MKHONDE especially, has gone beyond the
call of duty to ensure that Residents have
water, and despite his expertise, was so willing
to learn from Residents. The PAY AS YOU
GO METERS installed some 3 years ago,
appear to have failing batteries and this could
be the cause of some properties having no
(or intermittent) Water, while their neighbours
might have Water. We now have a local chain
of command and the PLUMBERS
SUPERVISOR, MR SHANGASE, has been so
instrumental in coordinating his Team and
ensuring the Plumbers move swiftly to resolve
issues. Hopefully, the days of reporting a
problem by phone to Ixopo, or obtaining some
irrelevant Reference Number, are behind us.
SANI COMMUNITY FORUM also give their
grateful thanks to COUNCILLOR NTSHIZA,
for being available 24/7 during this latest
crisis, distributing our information to the
relevant Department Heads swiftly, (when the
Comms allowed) and giving us feedback.
GOOD COMMUNICATION has been the key
to resolving Water issues. If you see our
Plumbers working near you, remember, they
are usually working blind and doing their

jobs, in very trying circumstances. A cold
drink or a cup of tea to show your
appreciation, is always appreciated.
SPRING CLEAN: Who can forget SANI
COMMUNITY FORUM’S first project, in the
Spring of 2019!? Can that really be three years
ago before Hurricane Covid descended on
us? The numbers turning out for the SPRING
CLEAN were astronomical and TOTALLY
unprecedented in NUD and not to forget the
CANYON CANOE CLUB, doing a sterling job
in cleaning the litter from the river. ROUND
TABLE have committed to coming on board
for THE SPRING CLEAN 2022, as too have
Drak Security. We need as many Organisations
and Volunteers to assist with this Project, as
the Schools SPRING CLEAN will be on the
Friday, with the Main Event on the Sunday.
Fortunately, Councillor Rowena Aldous -
Trollip will be back from Maternity Leave with
Baby Daisy in tow, to coordinate this huge
project, as she managed the inaugural 2019
event, with Military Precision. Let us make
Ms NUD giggle with delight at her Make Over
and get all our Residents involved!! A revised
date will now be chosen as we do not want to
clash with the Pevensey Fete.
BYOH/SCF:  BE YOUR OWN HERO SA AND
SANI COMMUNITY FORUM continue to
work together on certain shared areas of need
in NUD. We are fortunate with having the
Marketing and Advertising expertise of Ms
KHWEZI NGCOBO in both organisations and
her ideas and innovative thinking, is awe
inspiring. MR JOHAN THERON is managing
Sports/Youth Portfolios in both
organisations, and it is wonderful to see so
many younger people in NUD, volunteering
their services and giving of their time.
Just as President Ramaphosa quotes that
everyone must be accountable for their
actions, so too must ALL NUD RESIDENTS
be accountable to their community to make a
difference, no matter how small. By borrowing
on the words of President JFK, we must ask
ourselves, “Ask not what your country can
do for you – ask what you can do for your
country,”
“SANI COMMUNITY FORUM CANNOT DO
ALL THE GOOD THAT NUD NEEDS. BUT
NUD NEEDS ALL THE GOOD THAT SANI
COMMUNITY FORUM CAN DO!”
By Di Sunter - Sani Community Forum

Reading is everywhere
The Family Literacy project has been working in 23 Schools,
establishing Classroom Libraries and conducting research for a
national project coordinated by Prof. Brahm Fleisch.  The research
project came to an end in September of 2021.  As we are committed to
improving Literacy levels in the Southern Drakensberg, we have
continued to support the schools in the research project by supplying
additional books, training and support to the Educators.   It was a
pleasure to revisit the classroom libraries again in Harry Gwala district.
The aim of our visit was to give them support in their classroom
libraries, to encourage children to read a story every day, and to
donate more books, bags, and dolls to their libraries. It warms our
hearts to see children enjoying books and to see the support they
get from their teachers and parents at home since we began the
project. Children borrow books every week to read with their families
at home. Those who can’t read are not left aside but are encouraged
to get family members at homes to read for them or, if they are illiterate,
they can read through pictures. teachers have a book club day where
children retell the story about the book they read at home. They also
take turns in school to read in assembly. Teachers commented that
reading our books has helped children to rapidly improve in their
reading skills and even in other subjects. The Family Literacy Project
always encourages reading for fun, enjoyment and for pleasure
because it improves children’s vocabulary and communication skills.
We believe that new knowledge that is gained through the enjoyment
of reading and has a tendency to stick and it does not even feel like
work. We encourage families to read something every day.
By Phumy Zikode (Underberg)

Ukufunda kuyonke indawo
Kube yinjabulo ukuphinda sivakashele izikole izinezincane zokufunda
emakilasini endaweni yase Harry Gwala. Inhloso yovakasho
bekungukweseka ohisha emsebenzini abakwenzayo, kanye
ngokugqugquzela abantwana ekutheni bafunde izincwadi zonke
izinsuku, nokunikela ngezincwadi, onodoli kanye nezikhwama
kubantwana abafunda lezizincwadi. Kuyajabulisa ukubona abantwana
bekuthokozela ukufunda izincwadi kanye nokubona othisha nabazali
bebzaseka ekufundeni kwabo.abantwana bayaboleka izincwadi kanye
ngesonto baye nazo emakhaya ukuyofunda nemindeni yabo.
Asibashiyi ngaphandle abangakakwazi ukufunda kodwa siye sicele
ekhaya ongakwazi ukumfundela umntwana nomake funde
ngezithombe. othisha banesikhathi lapho abantwana bexoxa
ngezincwadi ekade bezibolekile, bavule nethuba lokuthi abantwana

bafundele isikole sonke. Othisha bakubalulile ukuthi bayasizakala
abantwana ngokufunda ngoba izinga lokufunda liyathuthuka
ngokushesha, kanti nakwezinye isifundo benza kahle. Singu Family
Literacy Project siyakukhuthaza ukufundela ukuzithokozisa
nobumnandi ngoba kuyathuthukisa ulwinmi kanye nendlela

y o k u k h u l u m a
n o k u x h u m a n a .
S i y a k h o l e l w a
ekutheni ulwazi
olusha abalutholayo
luvame ukungabe
lusaphuma futhi
a b a k u b o n i
k u n g u m s e b e n z i
ukufunda.siyakhuthaza
imindeni ekutheni
ifunde okuthile njalo
n g o s u k u
e m a k a h a y a .B y
Phumy Zikode
(Underberg)

MOTHS  Under the Tin Hat
Greetings all.
 I hope you are all surviving these frosty mornings but the sunny days
are really great. Our Golf day fundraiser will be on 12th November this
year and we are hoping to make this a bumper event.
At the beginning of July Boot & Saddle sent a team of bowlers down
to Pietermaritzburg to compete in the MOTH 50th National Bowls
Tournament. This took place over 4 days and consisted of 24 teams
with some teams from as far as Ermelo and Witbank. A great time was
had by all and some really competitive bowls were played. On the
Monday we played 2 games lost the first game and won the second
game. On the Tuesday we won both our games. This put us top of our
section. Wednesday was the playoffs to see who played in the finals
on Thursday where we lost both our games thus eliminating us from
the finals. However, we were able to watch some excellent bowls from
the 8 teams playing in the finals on Thursday. A great time was had by
all and it was a real honour to be part of this prestigious tournament.

 YUTTH Len Wittstock (Old Bill). 0790941029

ABBCOO

HYDRAULICS

Phone 033 7012982   A/H 082

569 8655     or 084 500 3342

Large stock of hydraulic and

pneumatic pipes, fittings,

valves and rams.

• Sales and service of Hydraulic

pumps, cylinders and valves

• Manufacture of Hydraulic

Hoses ¼” to 1 and a quarter”

• Suppliers of Compression

fittings and adaptors.

NEW: Stockists of bearings and

seals & bolts and nuts at

competetive prices!
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Stuart Mc Lean 082 742 6981 or 033 7021 761

www.birdsandbeyond.co.za
Stuart McLean of Birds and Beyond will guide you up the magnificent
Sani Pass in search of the endemics and birds on your wishlist. The
4x4 tour into Lesotho will give sightings of Bush Blackcap, Barrat’s
Warbler, Gurneys Sugarbird, Drakensberg Siskin and Rockjumper and
if another day is added to your memorable trip, Cape Parrot and Or-
ange Ground Thrush can be ticked off. These tailor made tours pro-
vide individual attention to show as many species as possible taking
into account the season and weather condition.
Stuart also is a rockart guide and the hike to “The Marching Men”
paintings takes three hours up into the Drakensberg Park. Breathtak-
ing views, small streams, grassland, some mammals and beautiful flow-
ers along the path make this a rewarding hike to the overhang with its
spectacular panel of Bushman paintings.
Please send your enquiry to info@birdsandbeyond.co.za
Phone Stuart - 033 7021761 or 082 742 6981
Please keep in mind, Stuart is up the mountain most days and only able
to answer messages on his return!
For emergencies, try Helga - 082 2181 694
Stuart has been guiding for the past 20 years, has a Diploma in Nature
Conservation and is a qualified guide.

The bi-annual water bird count for this district took place on 20 July.
The first site counted, Watermead Dam produced 842 birds of 25
species. The only slightly unusual bird was an African Jacana and
other sightings of interest were 9 White-backed Duck and 11 White-
faced Duck, the latter not a species seen much on the CWAC count
over many years. The biggest numbers were225 Spurwing Geese,
191 Red-knobbed Coot and 185 Yellow-billed Duck. The second site
Reichenau Dam was very low in level and only produced 393 birds
of 27 species. Notable species were African Snipe and African Rail.
Great sightings of Bearded
Vultures were had by Rob
Delaney over the R617 not far
from Kingscote going towards
Swartberg where he saw in
amongst numerous Cape
Vultures four adults and three
immature Bearded Vultures on 12
July, as well as a pair of
Verreaux’s Eagles.
Chris Kelly saw some good
species on route through
Lesotho, starting with
Pale Chanting Goshawk
between Sani Top and
Mokhotlong while
further into Lesotho
some birds which we
hope to spot on this side
of the mountain, such as
Red-headed Finch,
Black-headed Canary
and African Red-eyed
Bulbul. The latter has
never recorded in our
district.
I often mention species
seen in winter which
would normally have
moved either down
country or to warmer
climates such as Bush

Additional transfer to outlying Hotels and Resorts.
Private Transfers are flexible at any time.

Shuttle Service for
Underberg – Howick – Pietermaritzburg – Durban

Black Snake Eagle

Blackcap. Are these birds being seen because
of birder numbers being higher or are they
over wintering because of climatic changes?
Numerous Fairy Flycatchers have been seen
throughout winter with a notable Underberg
record of one on 19 July in Brian Garrett’s
garden. Seldom, if ever reported in the villages
because I believe we do not plant enough of
the local plants which attract its minute insect
food source. Aldo Berruti had one at the base
of Sani Pass on 19 June. They do like to forage
around the exotic Wattle Tree flowers as Bart
Fokkens has seen on the Bushman’s Nek road
and I have seen both at Sani Pass Border
Post as well as at Sani Lodge Backpackers
and at the Roth’s property nearby.
A small forest patch above Sani Valley Lodge
that I have visited many times previously, had
numerous Lemon Doves calling, I have never
recorded Lemon Doves there. Bush Blackcap
have been seen there in recent winters as have
Yellow-throated Woodland Warblers and
occasionally Olive Bush-shrike. Kevin Fraser
saw a pair of Ground-scraper Thrush foraging
on a burnt land on Benson Farm, another bird
we used to only see in summer.
Another good bird here is Buffy Pipit seen
by Tony Coetzer near Coleford, feeding in
burnt grass and Rob Delaney and Tony saw
a Brown Snake Eagle in Coleford, as did Kevin
Fraser who got a great photo of the bird. More
of these birds are showing up over the last
five years. Trish Strachan reported Glossy
Ibis at Franklin Vlei on 19 July. Tony has seen
Southern Double
Collared Sunbird in his
garden, another bird
which may creep closer
to us here over time.
By Stuart Mc Lean
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AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS 

BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DENNIS WESLEY: 083 733 6208
dennisw@acsales.co.za

31 YEARS EXPERIENCE

15 Old Main Road Underberg

For enquiries please contact
us on:

033-7011017/033-7011030 or
0832875183

Email: spc@openweb.co.za/
info@sanipasscarriers.co.za

OFFICE HOURS
MON - FRI

8.30 AM - 4.30PM
SATURDAY 8.30AM 11AM

UNIT 42, Campsdrift Park

3 Brayford Road
OFFICE HOURS

MON - FRI
8.00 AM - 4.30PM

SATURDAY 8.00AM - 10AM

PPPPPAAAAAT LT LT LT LT LOO’SOO’SOO’SOO’SOO’S

SERVICES WE OFFER:-
* Desludging septic tank
* VIP toilets unit
* Flush Pat Loo’s toilets
* Non flush Pat Loo’s toilets
* Providing people for cleaning
during and after events

0790208826 or 0760815863
patloos@webmail.co.za

Installation, Sales, Service,
Appliances & Gas Deliveries
2 Old Main Road, Underberg

033 7011058

GCAW OUTREACH
GCAW had a very successful and informative community outreach
program at Clouds of Hope. Jane, Virginia and Debbie gave a talk
and presentation about caring for all different types of animals. The
children were taught about the importance of treating their animals
with love and respect and providing regular food, fresh water and a
warm bed for their pets.
Virginia spoke on GCAW and its function in the community: the
rehoming and medical treatment of animals, sterilization campaigns,
and assisting with providing dog and cat food where possible.
Berg Security gave a demonstration with their narcotics dog, Tiny,
and gave a talk on how dogs can work with us and help us.
By nurturing a good bond between children and their dogs / ani-
mals, both parties benefit from the connection. The children experi-
ence the therapeutic unconditional  love of their 4 legged compan-
ions while the dogs are more likely to enjoy a better quality of life as
they become valued members of the family.
GCAW would like to say an enormous thank you to KwaSani Ro-
tary for their donation, which will be put towards future outreach

programs.
We have had great
month with rehoming
animals and as al-
ways we thank our
foster families for all
their hard work and
dedication.
Our GCAW shop at
the Clock Tower Cen-
tre is always in need
of items in good con-
dition and we give our
grateful thanks to the
local community for
their ongoing sup-
port. Virginia Mc
intyre and Jane King
doing GCAW
outreach work at
Clouds of Hope.

August is the month all sorts of challenges can
be thrown at you. Lots of strong berg winds
with high temperatures during the day, a cold
front, a sudden drop in temperature and heavy
frost that can do some severe damage to the
early flowering fruit trees, ornamental flowering
shrubs and trees. I have noticed the Willows
and flowering Cherry buds are swelling, so they
are waking up!
 All spring bulbs are up and need deep watering
once a week. The same applies to Azaleas,
Rhododendrons and Hellebores.  Cut off the old
leaves of Hellebores now as they can become
infected with aphids at this time of the year.  Use
Ripcord, it might need a couple of sprays, to get
rid of them. Rose pruning can be done now. After
pruning spray the rose bushes thoroughly with
Lime Sulphur as well as the soil around them to
minimise fungus hibernating in crevices, on the
stems and in the soil.
When did you last re-pot your pot plants?
Change the soil, cut out old roots, prune and
plant back. If your containers are large, make
a potting medium using a good garden soil
and mix that with potting soil. Clean your
container, place stones in the bottom to cover
drainage holes and cover stones with bidim
(this cloth will stop fine soil particles blocking
the drainage holes) Ratio 60% potting and
40% garden loam.

GARDENING - THE MONTH OF AUGUST
This is your last chance to have all tools and lawnmowers serviced.
By the end of August one gets very busy. Mowing the lawn is the
easiest way to get rid of all the old thatch. Then follow up with a
good raking. Use all old thatch in compost. If you have patches
where the lawn is in a poor condition use a spiked roller to aerate
the ground. Fertilize at the first prospect of rain.
Get your vegetable garden prepared for your first planting. When
did you last apply lime to the beds? Towards the end of August is
a good time to plant the last pea crop. Sweet peas can also be
planted then. These will carry on flowering into December. Plan
where to plant some summer flowering bulbs, for example Gladioli,
Dahlias and Lilies.
Our next meeting will be held at Heritage Plants Underberg. August
is our AGM which will be followed by a pruning workshop. You are
welcome to bring your Gardeners to attend the meeting and
demonstration. In order to facilitate arrangements, kindly confirm
your attendance and that of your gardener (full name). Please contact
June by 8 August 2022 on 078 306 1758.
Please diarise Open Gardens date – the 5th & 6 th of November
2022. This year we will be visiting the gardens in Himeville and
adjacent farm gardens.

HERITAGE PLANT NURSERY
2 Km ON DRAKENSBERG GARDENS ROAD.

CLOSED MONDAY-
OPEN TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 8am – 4pm.

SUNDAY 8 – 1pm
Speak To Elize Jackson 082 253 7928

QUILT SHOW AT
OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND

5 and 6 November 2022
Preparations for a show of work at the Himeville Anglican church in
November are currently high on the agenda at the Underberg Country
Quilters (UCQ) monthly meetings.
The show is part of the programme for this year’s Underberg Open
Gardens weekend on 5 and 6 November.
There are more than 20 active members of the group producing colourful
quilts in a variety of styles. Since the late 1990s, they have gathered
regularly at members’ homes to share skills and friendship. Recipes are
also exchanged as a tea-break (with nibbles) is a key moment in the get-
togethers.
Each year they produce a group quilt which is then raffled for charity.
The UCQ is an affiliate member of both the KZN and National Quilters
Guilds, contributing to their projects as much s possible.

Doreen Rode admires fellow group member
Pauline Adam’s interpretation of a

Mongolian Olzi knot.

Councillor Dave Adam replacing watch batteries on 18 July for his
67 minutes on Mandela Day.

He told the Moun-
tain Echo that There
is a plan to build a
truck stop in the Rail-
way yard in
Underberg, this
project is still in the
negotiations stage.
There is a plan to
build a Career Acad-
emy in Underberg.
A Chamber of Com-
merce will be started
with civic organisa-
tions participating.
The C.T.O. (commu-
nity tourism organi-
sation) will get going
again.

Update Projects in Underberg & 67 Minutes
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 on Tuesdays

Available Only at

Splashy Fen

14 - 18 April

 heidikylepractice@gmail                         082 386 1053
www.heidikylepractice.co.za

Smoking - Weight Loss
- Fears & Phobias -
Depression - Anxiety -
ADHD and much more

The Fitness Factory owners
have arrived!!!

Co-Owners of The Fitness Factory, Simon, Leigh (nee Collins) and
their son Jake Vickers have arrived in Underberg to run their gym
based at The Country Club.
The Fitness Factory Underberg has been open since January 2022
and been run by Kirsten Glyn-Cuthbert while Simon finished up a
Rugby Coaching contractual obligation at Northwood School.
Simon has over 22years of experience in the Health and Fitness
industry. Simon has owned and managed the gym The Fitness
Factory@Northwood in Durban North for 11 years.
Besides the set-time classes, Simon and Leigh are available for
Personal Training sessions. There will also be “beginner” classes
starting in August for those of you who haven’t exercised for a while,
or feel the need to start easy.
The Fitness Factory Underberg also offers a gym membership to
those of the public who prefer to train on your own, or whose time
schedules are haphazard.  So we have something for everyone!
All information about joining can be found on the website
www.thefitnessfactory.co.za or by contacting Simon on 084 420 8230.

As top award winners in
the Pam Golding Proper-
ties’ annual GoldClub
competition, our agents
Sue Preston and Paula
Bullimore were invited to
attend the Pam Golding
national conference, held
in Cappadocia, Turkey, in
recognition of their out-
standing sales achieve-
ments.  Accompanied by
their principal Angela
Walker, a whirlwind holi-
day ensued which in-
cluded fine accommoda-
tion in a cave-like hotel; a remarkable evening
of white lights and sparkle; a dawn hot-air bal-
loon ride; outdoor breakfast amongst the ex-
traordinary ‘fairy chimneys’ typical of the area
and time to explore and shop. Finally, a spec-
tacular gala award event, held in the ancient
Saruhan Cervanserai, built in 1249.  Congratu-
lations and thanks again to  Sue and Paula for
your consistency and excellence .

Hotel & Restaurant

Open 7 days a week for
Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Sani Road Himeville

033 702 1967 or 0710277867
info@moorcroft.co.za   www.moorcroft.co.za

The Community of Goxhill
Farm is Beginning to witness
the fruits of democracy thanks
to Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini -
Zuma Municipality
A number of fundamental rights in the South
African Constitution provide essential protec-
tions to farm dwellers, including the promo-
tion of tenure security to previously disad-
vantaged persons, the right of access to ad-
equate housing and the right of access to ad-
equate water. Section 27 of the constitution
provides that “everyone has the right to have
access to sufficient water” and obligates the
state to “take reasonable legislative and other
measures, within its available resources, to
achieve the progressive realisation” of the
right of access to sufficient water”.
Local government, according to section 152
of the constitution, is tasked with ensuring
“the provision of services to communities in a
sustainable manner”.
Section 153 of the constitution mandates mu-
nicipalities with struc-
ture and managing its
administration and
planning processes “to
give priority to the ba-
sic needs of the com-
munity”.
We are proud to wit-
ness the community of
Goxhill farm under ward
2 of Dr Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma Munici-
pality receiving electri-
fication as well as wa-
ter in 2022, this is a mile-
stone achievement, this
wouldn't have been
possible without the in-
tervention from Dr
Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma Municipality
management working
well the leadership, vari-
ous stakeholders and
cooperation from the
farm owner Mr
James.Working to-
gether to build better
communities.
Article shortened.
Issued By Sikhumbuzo
Sethuntsa

If international Polocrosse comes back to Underberg don’t miss it. I
have never experienced such a high energy, fast, exciting and skilled
sport in my life before. It was such a privelege to have UK, Zambia,
Zimbabwe and South Africa competing in our village and  there is a
chance that we may host the world cup because the tournament was so
well run by The Underberg Polocrosse Club. To get more of an idea of
the action visit Underberg Polocrosse facebook page and also  google
shannongilsonphotography.co.za.   By Paul Welch
A total of 57 players had 3 days to practise on their horses and by
Thursday afternoon every player was ready for the test matches to
start.Gallop Tv and Steve Gilson partnered to film all three days of play
and live stream them across the world. The Polocrosse Association of
South African is most grateful to the many sponsors who helped make
the test series a success. Our very own Underberg local, Gwyn Viljoen
( our Hugh Blyden clone)  kept everyone entertained for the weekend
as he commentated. The Underberg vets were on duty to keep thehorses
safe. A local farrier, Ian Lynn was in attendance as well as the Underberg
medic team. The first game started at 9.30 on Friday between the Zim/
Zam u21 ladies and the SA u21 ladies. The countries national anthems
echoed across the fields and set the tone for the weekend. The SA u21
ladies team was coached by Gordon Shaw. The team consisted of Sam
Gilson (captain), Stacey Wheeler, Shana Beukes, Jeanique Roodman,
Megan Hatch, Megan Vorster and Fiona Lin. The South African U21
ladies won their first very exciting test match by two goals, the final
score was SA-24, Zim/Zam -22. The next game was between the South
African open ladies team vs the UK ladies, this game was won convinc-
ingly by the very young South African ladies team who were coached
by Henry Harris,the final score was SA 35 UK 10. The South African
ladies team consisted of Elri De Jager (captain), Lauren Heynes (15yrs),
Amy Cocker (16 yrs), Olivia King (15yrs) Tayla Mansfield (22yrs),
Hannah Hatch (22yrs) and Chelsea Mcdonald (24yrs). The future of
South African ladies Polocrosse is looking promising with this young
team already playing at such a high standard.The U21 men played their
first test against Zambia, the South Africans won their first game by 2
goals, the final score was SA 19, Zambia 17. The South African u21
team was coached by Andrew Heynes and the team consisted of Trent
Cocker (captain), Hylton Choice, Wian Botha,, Ruben Vorster, TR Visser,
Paulo De Franca and Andrew Lynn. Many of these young men were
representing South Africa for the first time. The final game on Friday
was between the SA Men and the UK men, this game was exciting to
watch and we saw a young South African men’s team coached by
James Hackland and captained by seasoned world cup player Jan Albert
Steenkamp, the team consisted of Stefan Harris, John Rae, Kenan
Classen, Josh LeRoux, Johan De Jager and Chad Von Benecke. Many
of these men players have come through the junior ranks and were
capped for their first time in the senior division at this tournament.
Again PASA are very excited about the young talent coming forward.
The final score was SA 29, Uk 16. Saturday’s game results were U21
ladies - Zim/Zam 21 SA 18. Open Ladies – SA 29 UK 10. U21 Men – SA
19 Zambia 21. Open Men – SA 41 Uk 14. Sunday’s game results were
U21 ladies – SA 24 Zim/Zam 15. Open Ladies – SA 35 UK 9. Open Men
– SA 31 Uk 18 The final game of the weekend saw better play from the
UK men’s team however the SA team still dominated. By Karen Cocker
PASA Jnr President and International liaison.

Don’t miss international Polocrosse when
 it comes back to Underberg
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Assistance required for
Clouds of

Hope
Childrens

Centre
Are you an energetic person living
in Underberg or Himeville and

looking for a way of contributing to your community by sharing your
valuable skills? Clouds of Hope Childrens Christian Centre is a cluster
foster care home for 69 children who have been orphaned / abandoned
in and around Underberg. We have been operating on a sustainable
basis for 20 years. Due to current economic climate, it has become
more and more difficult to raise the required necessary funds. To this
end, we are looking for an experienced fund raiser or someone who
has a passion for fund raising for the following position:
Fundraiser
To provide a well nurtured, caring home and education needs for our
children, it costs approximately 4 million rand per annum. Less than 1
million rand is government funded and the balance has to be found
from donors. We need funds for operational costs, educational costs
and specific projects.
If you can help with this vital position, please contact Claire Gray on
064 883 4289 /clairegray.cloudsofhope@gmail.com or Monica de Wet
082 443 3005 / mdewet57@gmail.com for further details and terms and
conditions.
Volunteers
We are in desperate need for volunteers to assist the Board of Directors
with specific tasks as identified below. The tasks are not onerous, but
do need commitment and an understanding of the financial constraints
under which the home operates. All volunteers will report directly to
the Board of Directors.
Maintenance Supervisor
Clouds has its own maintenance staff, who need to be upskilled in all
aspects of maintenance of the home. A volunteer with the skills in
these areas could assist with the following:
1.Propose maintenance, motivate work to be done and provide budget
costs.
2. Once approved, finalise costs or obtain quotations for the work
that cannot be done in-house.
3. Oversee the work and sign off when complete and ensure the
contractors are paid the correct amounts on time.
The skills set required includes a working knowledge of the following
systems:
a. Electrical, gas and water distribution networks.
b. Sewerage using septic tanks with enzyme boosting.
c. Electric fences.
d. Solar hot water systems.
e. Building maintenance, both internal and external, furniture repairs,
electric ovens and gas hobs.
f. Garden and football field maintenance including a 25m tunnel and
irrigation systems.
Estimated time to carry out the above duties is one to two half days
per week.
Financial Controller
Clouds of Hope has a bookkeeper and stringent financial controls are
in place. However, an overall budget is required annually and ongoing
monthly oversight of expenditure is required with variances reported
to the chairperson. It must be ensured that funds raised by various
donors are spent exactly as obligated by the respective donor. Timeous
reports as required by the various donors need to be compiled for
approval by the Board.
 Estimated time one to two days per month.
Fleet Advisor
Clouds of Hope run a fleet of four buses for transporting children to
school daily as well as to outings and sporting events. Some buses
are owned and others are on lease.
A fleet advisor is required to upskill the fleet management and advise
on a fleet management system to include the following:
· keeping monthly records of fuel and maintenance costs along with
costs/km run;
· ensuring that COR tests are completed, maintenance is carried out
correctly and tyre wear is checked;
· being responsible for licencing and insurance of the vehicles;
· making recommendations when buses should be replaced and
arranging for the sale of old vehicles;
· liaising with donors and providing any information required;
· the buses have a tracking system which requires monitoring and can
lead to discipline recommendations to the general manager regarding
driving performance and other issues.
Estimated time four half days per month.

For any further information kindly contact the Vice Chair, Claire
Gray on 064 883 4289 / clairegray.cloudsofhope@gmail.com or
Monica de Wet 082 443 3005 / mdewet57@gmail.com

In the past year, Underbergers have been gathering on a Tues-
day afternoon/evening at the Country Club to hit a few hockey
balls around on grass on a social level. Practice does get heated
from time to time as many have a variety of different Hockey skill
levels. Very normal!
2022, some ladies joined the Hilton Country Districts outdoor
league on a Sunday, on astro, getting fitness and ball skill ampli-
fied. **people started taking note of these skills**
May 2022, our very own Katie Bodmann was selected to repre-
sent KZN Midlands at IPT (Inter-provincial tournaments) hap-

pen this week in Durban. Here teams entered are
Eastern, Northern and Western Provinces, KZN
Coastal, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Cape Town and
Northern KZN. Hockey on another level!
Not stopping there, 3 teams were entered into
an ACTION HOCKEY tournament in PMB in
June, you know to just get some exposure to
different skill sets in hockey. Needless to say,
"Underberg Ballers" took home the trophy!!
During this tournament 8 Underberg players were

approached from IPT coaches and managers
to join the ACTION HOCKEY IPT's being held
in Cape Town this August. (bearing in mind, it
was the first time anyone of us had been ex-
posed to Action Hockey)
Due to commitments and short notice only 4
locals will be representing Underberg/KZN
in over 30's Ladies, under 30's Ladies and
over 30's Men sides. A call for a fundraiser
(see poster for details)
Congratulations to Katie Bodmann, Nikki
Brandis, Frano Toich and Sonya Caldecott
What many don't know is... there is huge tal-
ent that lies here in the mountains of
Underberg with regards to Hockey and not
everyone is fortunate enough to be exposed
to different skill sets. If this is just the begin-
ning, I for one cannot wait to see what the
next year holds for our up and coming squad.
On a smaller note, hockey JUNIOR academy
has commenced for the future of this sports,
Tuesdays 4pm at the Country Club.
For the love of Hockey!

UNDERBERG HOCKEY GRABS
PROVINCIAL ATTENTION:

What’s new in Crane Country?

On the 18th of June we hosted a community event which focused on Carmen
Demmer’s research project on the endangered Grey Crowned Cranes in the
Drakensberg. The talk was well attended, and great interest was expressed
by attendees. We would like to thank all those that attended or contributed
in any way to make this day a success. Please continue submitting Grey
Crowned Crane sightings regularly as these greatly benefit the success of
the project and ensure that a larger area is covered. As a reminder, it would
be helpful if the following were recorded – date, GPS location, number of
birds, type of activity (feeding, flying, roosting, mating displays), habitat
type (grasslands, dam, agricultural fields).

Julie Braby with Carmen Demmer at the Grey Crowned Crane talk
held at The Restmount Hall.

Julie bought a drone for Carmen
to use in her research

Winners of the fundraiser raffle will be drawn
on the 15th of August. The fundraiser boasts
three great prizes:
· Five nights away for four at Lake
Naverone, Drakensberg
· Five nights away for four at The
Islands, Chaka’s Rock
· A2 fine art print of the award-winning
photograph by Richard Flack
There are less than 20 tickets left, please
support this fundraiser by purchasing a
ticket (R100 p/ticket) from Carmen - 078 380
7405. Thank you to the sponsors of the
prizes and to all those that have already
purchased tickets – good luck for the final

“Our planet is a lonely speck in the great
enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity,
in all this vastness, there is no hint that
help will come from elsewhere to save us

from ourselves.”
Carl Sagan
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Keeping You Warm This Winter
Large range of Pukker Coats  (fully lined)  -  ladies and Men

Thermal Gloves  (fully lined) - Ladies and Men
Thermal underwear  -  ladies/men

Thermal Beanies
Thermal  Winter socks  -  ladies/men/ children

Ladies winter  jerseys
Childrens  Fun Beanies  (Unicorn/animals etc)

Light winter jackets  -   Ladies/Men

Illustration 1/2

Dad was a beekeeper. He
once had an idea to illus-
trate the glass jars he sold
his honey in, he wanted to
take the concept of a com-
mercial product logo to an-
other level. It was a combi-
nation of his interest in
bushman paintings of bee-
keeping in the Drakensberg
and an encounter with a
tame Honey badger in the
Kalahari that the design on
his honey jars came into
being. That was the canvas
he had chosen to tell a
story he loved. I was with
him when he explained to a
Dutch designer in Durban
what he would like the pic-
ture on the bottle (usable
as a glass when empty) to
look like A honey badger
opening a wild hive in a tree

with a honeyguide fluttering above. The honey business motto had
evolved into‘ landela inhlava’ - follow the honey guide (indicator
indicator) , a nature story all too familiar to the San. Dad’s interests
and intrigue Illustrated on the jar, that contained the product that
brought in ‘the bacon’- so to speak. The Dutch designer of the label
was most enthusiastic, he loved the concept and the story. I was with
him when he took us on an inspection of his studio/house explaining
to us, as he touched objects. ‘Everything has a design element - art is
life’ he said, I can still hear his strange accent. It was a memorable
tour. ‘Art can have long life, up to 40 000 years - in a cave’.
In the Southern Drakensberg we are lucky that much of the rock art
forms of the mountain San have stood the test of time. Much of this
is attributed to the artists choice of materials and site. Of the paint
ingredients, we are still trying to fathom them out. Eland blood mix-
tures have stood the test of time, Charcoal, not so good and what-
ever they used for white, less so. Beyond this, the lifespan of the
paintings, their stories are drawn on specific canvases and these, not
boring square and rectangular pieces that require frames, but sur-
faces that I believe had been turning in the artists minds long before
the actual painting event.

A local classic , a drummer, (or a
pregnant woman) , whatever? An-
other is of a snake that weaves in
and out of the rock surface. An-
other in the northern berg - honey
combs with bees, and a honey
guide that flutters close by. These
are all to be found on surfaces not
only protected from the elements
but integrated into the rock sur-
face, canvas’s carefully chosen

and no doubt pon-
dered on before any
paint was prepared. I
like to think the rock
canvas spoke to the
artist inspiring him/her
in a way. When search-
ing for a site, there are
some good pointers.
First of all, in the
Drakensberg the
painted sites are
mostly found in the
cave sandstone layer .
It’s erodibility lends it-
self to the formation of
shelters with
floorspace.
Also ,the proximity to

water and the warmth of a site, this is usually related to the aspect.
However exceptions abound. The spiritually
of the site was undoubtably an important factor for the bushmen and

from what I’ve read recently, acoustics as well. These were living
spaces. From a preservation point of view, the height of the canvas
from the floor has turned out to be critical. Animals shelter in caves ,
particularly domestic animals and they rub the paintings out. Dust is
bad news  add that to the domestic animal factor and the canvas has
no chance.

An example of a classic
local canvas would be
‘The marching men’ of
Khanti mountain a
fresco which extends 3
by +15 metres, the
Sistine chapel of the
Southern Berg with
spiritually to match. For
canvases preserved in
full colour, Kamberg’s
‘Rosetta Stone’ is un-
beatable, it is painted
well out of the reach of
animals on a rock slab
that is stable and long
may it remain so. You’ll
have to get a guide and
an Ezemvelo key to ac-
cess it and that is a
good thing too , this is
one of the greatest

rockart stories told in the Drakensberg.

Looking for a canvas? Think ‘out of the box’,
who knows your work might outlast those you’ll find in square frames
hanging about your house. I still have one of dads honey glass can-
vases , it has heirloom status today. By Don Guy

MOVIE EXTRAS
NEEDED

FOR 21 SEPTEMBER
We will be shooting a short film in the
Underberg at the Reichenau Mission for one
day, and we need a considerable amount of
extra’s to just be in the background, roughly
20-30 people. We will be shooting on 21Sep-
tember. The call time will be early morning
06:30am  and all the scenes with the extras will
try to be done by approx. 14:00 pm. If anyone
who owns veltskoens or boots can please wear
them to the shoot as we might need them. The
film is called ‘Winterslaap’ or ‘(Hibernation)’
in English, and is about two sisters who have
to survive during a never-ending winter within
a small valley. A brief synopsis: During a never-
ending winter, an old man descends from a
mountain into the valley of oblivion. There he
stumbles upon two sisters who live within ruin
and search for any sign of salvation. The time
period is c.1890’s. The story is original and
fictional, though draws inspiration from the
real world conflicts of that time.My contact
number is 0734878820, if anyone is interested
they contact me regarding transport, etc
We are looking for mainly people of white eth-
nicity, though any ethnicity can work to a cer-
tain extent, as this a period film set in the late
1800’s and deals with themes relevant to that
era of South African history. Everyone will be
dressed in costume as well, unless they have
their own period accurate clothing that they
could possibly wear.
Since this isn’t a big budget film we cannot
offer payment except a credit in the film, cater-
ing and food on the day on set, and a food
hamper for each extra.
Leandros Brown contact  0734878820, if any-
one is interested they contact me regarding
transport, etc
I’m one of the directors, and my co-director
and my previous short film ‘Calf’ is showed at
the Durban International Film Festival this
year, as well as other international festivals.
Paul Spence also has a very large role in the
scene the extras will be acting in, so it’s sure
to be a good time. People can bring their chil-
dren, grandchildren, the merrier

Work Party
22-23 July

2022
Reichenau

Mill
Friday 22nd saw the following persons up at the mill: Kalven, Grant,
Oom Hennie, Oom Sakkie, Gaye, Jill and myself. The two principle
tasks to be tackled were:
• Plug the leaks in the penstock
• Replace the Seals and Seal Sleeves on the Turbine.
When water was admitted to the Penstock it revealed more holes than
a colander . So, we engaged Aqua-Man Grant in his wetsuit to mark the
position of the holes.
Here he is on the jobMeanwhile the Turbine team consisting of Kalven,
Peter, Hennie & Sakkie commenced the job of dismantling theTurbine.
Eventually by late afternoon we were able to extract the Turbine  Rotor
(or Runner as it is more correctly termed) By Peter Frow. 0844012674
If you want to get involved in this project there is need for tidying up
the mill building, cutting back overgrowth or lending a helping hand
wherever you can .

Donovan Barton-Hobbs with Jero Canton
who was inducted as the new Chairman of

Rotary Underberg on 17 July 2022



UNDERBERG   033 7011 198
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When I was growing
up, Creighton was
known as the milk
bowl of Natal, today
Underberg has taken
the title (Personal
opinion). Want a lift
on the road to NUD,
just ‘make like a
milking machine’
with your hands.
The popular and

necessary practice (In high rainfall areas) of liming lands to make
them available for cropping and pastoral purposes is the latest blow
dealt to what remains of open veld and vlei land. Our acid soils now
boast of good maize yields, those hybrid cows are needy. Today in
2022, thanks to Google Earth following this land transformation is
easy and instant. Dark green - forestry, Green - crops and pasture
and Brown-green for veld. The encroachment of timberlands shows
up from satellite as an upside down ‘C’, it encircles the district. Our

precious veld with its rich
diversity of species is dwindling.
A few decades ago this setting on
the road to Qulashe was good
beef farming country, nowadays
scanty patches of veld survive.
Roadside Wild dagga leonotus
livening up this title photograph,
a mosaic of altered land use
reminding us of the rich
biodiversity found in our open
veld.

The biggest transformer of the OPEN VELD is cultivated agriculture
and forestry plantations. I have an old map I bought in London 40
years ago. Natalia. It describes our part of the berg as uninhabited
wild grassy country, popularly known at that time as NOMANSLAND.
There is no date but the 1850’s would be a good guess, around about
the time my ancestors arrived in Pietermaritzburg. Another map is
dated 1862 , land with allocated title deeds reaches up to the
Umkomanzi  river.  By that time Bulwer was in embryo stage and
animal husbandry was well established particularly up the Mkomaas
valley which is warmer . A peep through John Wrights classic book
‘Bushman raiders’ gives plenty of indication that cattle were being
raided ‘a plenty’ , it’s written on the rocks! Livestock was replacing
the game.
With the advent of the Boer war (1899) then  WW1, barbed wire
fencing was imported and then manufactured which meant that veld
management became possible and practical. To our OPEN VELD’s
advantage post WW2 recognition of the Drakensberg as a critical
water catchment area at government level, went a long way to secure
veld conservation.  But still, the then department of forestry and
water affairs did a lot of research regards the potential of planting up
the high regions of the country to timber. It was at this time that the
open veld of the midlands was dealt a deadly blow. Forestry became
all of the hype and enormous government and private investment
changed vast tracts of natural veld in the mist-belt and coastal regions.
By the 1980’s Bulwer had fast become a forestry town, much of the
veld was transformed into timber plantations altering commercial
farming communities. Today this extends to Donnybrook, Ixopo and
on to Highflats. To a large extent the Southern berg including East
Griqualand farming land has been saved from plantations. To plant
up timber you need a permit and although a number have leaked
through the cracks, much of the land uncropped remains cattle range

and conservation land.
The recognition of the Drakensberg as a world
heritage site within the last 20 years has given
vast tracts of high-altitude montane veld the
status it deserves. My sentiments are for the
likes of rocky high ground and wetlands, and
a species diverse landscape that escapes the
plough. There is legislation that keeps the
breaking of natural veld at bay , and it’s for
good reason. By Don guy

Southern Drakensberg
Honorary Officers Sani Pass
Project
Ezemvelo Honorary Officers , their families,
and Ezemvelo rangers spent Sunday ridding
the Sani Pass road of the alien plants that are
rapidly invading following the construction
of the tar road. Mature pine trees in some of
the valleys were ring-barked, wattle saplings
appearing on the road edges were pulled out
and some of the bigger ones were cut and
treated. This will be an ongoing project!
The container used to store equipment and
chemicals also received a much needed paint
job.Well done all, that was a great effort and a
significant progress was made on the day.

Bud Manthe,Thanduxolo Nyawose and
Skhumbuzo Mlibeni working on eradicating

alien invasive species on The Sani Pass
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033 7021110 or 7021835 or 0823421387

DON’S REPDON’S REPDON’S REPDON’S REPDON’S REPAIRSAIRSAIRSAIRSAIRS

MAINTENANCE OF

ALL MOTOR VEHICLES

Workshop

Mackenzie Street - Goxhill Road

Himeville

FLA STOCK SALE 5 JULY 2022

QTY SUPPLIED                 413
QTY SOLD                         406
PERCENTAGE                   98%
MAXIMUM PRICE            R24 400
MINIMUM PRICE             R4 000
AVERAGE PRICE               R13 105

HIGH FIVE TO OUR
LOCAL FIRE

DEPARTMENT
AND THE COMMUNITY
The Wood family on Brookfield Farm would like to thank the
community and the NDZ Fire Department for their fast and efficient
response when our house recently caught alight.
One minute we were enjoying the aftermath of a family weekend
and the next Tyrone ran into the house saying ‘the fireplace is
burning too hot!’ He had noticed the red glow on top of the chimney,
some sort of perfect storm occurred, where smoke and a flame caused
ignition. Luke our son quickly jumped up onto the roof and shouted
down ‘Get the important stuff out Mom!’
I was in total disbelief as I glanced around to decide what the hell
was that important! Timmy our cerebral palsied son with us for the
holidays was sitting next to the fireplace, and I grabbed his arm and
urged him to get out. He went rigid and began swearing loudly and
I even considered a slap to his face to help him get a grip. Success
after a bit and that was it, no stuff in that moment was that important.
It was a huge relief though when the sun rose the next day and most
of our belongings were strewed across the frosty lawn. The house
roof had burned and needed replacement. The ceilings as well.
Water and smoke damage was apparent. Yet no one was hurt or
injured at all.
The first response was so fast. Ian Crouch arrived within 8 minutes
all the way from Himeville. The Fire Department were fast behind,
thanks to Kevin Webster of Community Watch. Special mention to
the team from Goshen, Jack, Em, Chris and staff who were brilliant
and we can’t thank them enough. Big acknowledgment to Andrew
Barnett and staff for their professionalism in our time of need. Chris
Dwen, Brendan Greene, Ricardo and the Larkrise staff made a big
difference with the firefighting efforts and we would like it known
that the roses in the bed with the access to the roof will recover for
sure. Last but by no means least a huge thank you to the highly
professional local Metro Fire Department. The chief and his team
were brilliant and we can never thank them enough for their help in
our time of desperate need. To the many others who came to assist,
we thank you very much. To Kirsty Turner who hand delivered
scones the next day and to our dear friend Fiona who organised
from Singapore to have food delivered. It is lovely to be thought of
in this way when the world as we knew it had changed in a flash.
From
The Wood Family

15 years after the first financial allocation was made by Treasury for a
foot and mouth disease (FMD) vaccine factory, the Department of
Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development (DALLRD) has yet
to dig a single trench to lay the foundation.
In answer to a parliamentary question from the DA, the Minister of
Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development, Thoko Didiza, re-
vealed that despite the first financial allocation of R214 million by the
National Treasury to DALLRD in 2007/08 to build the FMD facility, no
progress has been made. This is despite an additional allocation of
R400 million in 2019/20. In fact, the project is only at the stage of
appointing service providers.
Whilst the explanation provided make scientific sense, taking the nec-
essary care to ensure compliance with international standards should
not take more than a decade.
Due to the delay and the numerous outbreaks of FMD through the
years, South Africa lost its FMD-free status from the World Organiza-
tion for Animal Health (OIE) in 2019. On April 11, Minister Didiza an-
nounced that South Africa was yet again battling the disease with 56
outbreaks of FMD.
FMD outbreaks has also cost the economy jobs and billions of rands.
According to StatsSA, the sale of cattle and their products accounts
for 16% of the total commercial agriculture revenue.
It is unfathomable that DALRRD has not made haste with this project.
FMD is endemic in African buffalo in the Kruger National Park (KNP)
and the Park as well as the surrounding areas are declared a FMD
controlled zone. This is why the vaccine facility was endorsed when

PUBLIC NOTICE
APPLICATION IN TERMS OF THE SPATIAL PLANNING
AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT ACT NO. 16 OF 2013
AND THE DR NKOSAZANA DLAMINI MUNICIPALITY
PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT BY-LAW

Notice is hereby given that the Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma
Municipality has received an application for the:
1. SUBDIVISION OF THE FARM DORISVALE NO. 17807,
INTO PORTIONS “A”, “B”, AND “C”.
2. CONSOLIDATION OF PROP PTN “A” OF THE FARM
DORISVALE NO. 17807 TO PORTION 15 OF THE FARM
DRONK VLEI NO. 9525.
3. CONSOLIDATION OF PROP PTN “B” OF THE FARM
DORISVALE NO. 17807 TO THE FARM CLOVER NO. 17808.
4. CONSOLIDATION OF PROP PTN “C” OF THE FARM
DORISVALE NO. 17807 TO PORTION 19 OF THE FARM
DRONK VLEI NO. 9467

Particulars of the application will lie for inspection during normal
office hours, between 08h00 and 15h00, at the Reception, Dr
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma Municipality, Main Street, Creighton,
3263, for a period of 30 days, as from 29 July 2022 to 30
August 2022.
Comments or representations in respect of the application must
be lodged, or made in writing to the Municipal Manager at the
above address, or at P.O. Box 62 Creighton 3263, or may be
submitted by email, to the Town Planner, Mr S. Gwala at
gwalas@ndz.gov.za  before the end of the day on 30 August
2022.

Please note that the Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma Municipality
may refuse to accept comments submitted after the closing
date and that persons who did not comment on the application,
will not have a right of appeal against the decision of the
Municipality.

Mr N.C. Vezi

Municipal Manager

R614Million And 15 years later and nothing has been done
about building A foot and Mouth Disease Vaccine factory

first proposed and had money allocated to it.
It seems that DALRRD has become compla-
cent and has forgotten the dangers of FMD.
The DA is calling for an investigation into
the root cause of the delay, which will surely
be revealed to be either complete ineptitude
or cadre deployment and corruption. It is time
the Department rid itself of corrupt cadres
putting DALLRD’s food security mandate at
risk.
Noko Masipa MP (DA Member on the Port-
folio Committee on Agriculture, Land Reform
and Rural Development

KZN’S 2022
KWANALU

YOUNG FARMER
OF THE YEAR

ENTRIES OPEN

The search for an exceptional farmer has
begun as the KZN Agricultural Union,
Kwanalu, embarks on its annual compe-
tition, the Kwanalu Young Farmer of the
Year. The winner will represent the out-

standing work taking place in the province’s agricultural sector in the
2022 Toyota SA / Agri-SA National Young Farmer of the Year competi-
tion.
In a bid to showcase the largely unsung work of KZN farmers, those
eligible to enter the Kwanalu Young Farmer of the Year, are farmers or
farming partners, male or female, under the age of 40 and members of
Kwanalu.
“We encourage all of our young farmers to enter this year; they are the
future of this country’s food security and should be honoured. This
competition highlights the great skill and entrepreneurial spirit required
to be a successful farmer and we have no doubt that in KZN, we have
a large number of potential candidates,” said CEO of Kwanalu, Sandy
La Marque.
Technical production, labour philosophy, com-
munity involvement and marketing are also
among the criteria that will be reviewed objec-
tively and scientifically by a provincial and na-
tional evaluation panel of experts.
Entries for the KZN Kwanalu Young Farmer of
the Year competition close on 4 August 2022. For
more information and to enter, visit
www.kwanalu.co.za or call 033 342 9393.
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OFFICE: 033 7011359
Kathy Abbett 082 925 7983
Sarah Acutt 073 171 9446

Kerry Abbett 076 934 1487

www.acutts.co.za      underberg@acutts.co.za

UNDERBERG

underberg@pamgolding.co.za
Angela Walker        082 772 8984
Paula Bullimore     079 491 0101
Sue Preston            084 880 8701
Jade Lloyd              072 194 2121
Office                        033 7011 563

Price:  R 1 500 000   NEW LISTING- 2 BED UNIT IN THE
MEADOWS
Well maintained and positioned unit with two spacious bedrooms,
1 garage and a carport,  open plan living area with sunny breakfast
nook and views over the Berg!

Price: R 4 995 000  SCENIC SMALL HOLDING-UNDERBERG
64ha smallholding with spacious main house, stunning mountain
views, small amount of arable, separate 2 bedroom cottage and
outbuildings just off the Bushmans Nek Road.

Price: R 170 000  LEVEL LAND- HIMEVILLE
1571SQM Level piece of land in Himeville Heath. Property has three
sides walled in Small complex based off sutton street with low
 levies. Managed by a home owners association

Price: R 2 350 000  SOLE MANDATE- FAIRMOUNT ESTATE
Modern 3 bedroom home set in immaculate FREEHOLD Estate,
fitted kitchen with all the bells and whistles, 2 lounges, study, closed
in patio and braai area making this home an entertainers delight!
Equipped with a generator and back up water system for your
comfort.

Price: R 1 350 000  REDUCED ! 4 BEDROOM HOUSE WITH
OPPERTUNITY TO BE TWO UNITS
Set on 2547sqm in the leafy suburb of Himeville ,2 bedrooms with
separate kitchen, bathroom and lounge on one side (separated by
interleading door) and 2 bedrooms (One ensuit) with another kitchen,
bathroom and lounge on the other side.  With these features and
flexibility you have an opportunity to have an income generator!

Ref: 1UB1556034
UNDERBERG:          R 1 500 000
Residential Smallholding
Unique 6ha vacant residential stand with the
potential to be subdivided & developed, situated
within the boundaries of Underberg village. Beautiful,
undisturbed views of the Southern Drakensberg.

Ref: 1UB1570591
UNDERBERG:          R 325 000
COACHMANS CLOSE
A vacant stand situated on the outskirts of Underberg
village, with outstanding views of the Southern
Drakensberg mountain range and surrounding
farmlands.

Ref: 1UB1544994
UNDERBERG:          R 1 600 000
BENTWOOD COTTAGES
Character-filled property, set in a tranquil garden
setting. You can work from home and generate an
income from the 4 well-maintained cottages, suitable
for short- or long-term letting. Price includes full
inventory.

Ref: 1UB1578201
HIMEVILLE:             R 295 000
Vacant land, neatly tucked away up a panhandle in
Sutton Street.  Private and quiet

Ref: 1UB1571278
UNDERBERG:          R 850 000
A family home in progress. Incomplete 4-bedroomed
dwelling. Level site. Located close to Underberg’s
amenities. Plans on request.

Ref: 1UB1553503
UNDERBERG:          R 13 750 000
Bedrooms:  6 / Bathrooms: 4 / Garages: 2
An exceptional sandstone homestead, situated on
the banks of the mighty ‘Mzimkulu River. Ideal for
the fly fisherman or those wanting a quiet retreat.
Ability to live off the grid with generator, solar panels
and gas. Expansive home with self-contained
cottage, garages, staff accommodation and stables.

Ref: 1UB1553936
UNDERBERG:          R 105 000
Vacant stand, situated at the end of a cul-de-sac.
The Meadows Complex is an ideal place to build
your lock-up and go holiday home or for permanent
living.  With clubhouse, swimming pool, tennis court
and two dams.

Ref: 1UB1464700
UNDERBERG:           R 5 500 000
Recommended if you are considering a venture into
tourism with a main dwelling and 7 rental units.
Currently rented to long-term tenants. With expansive
views over the ‘Mzimkulu River and farmlands near
Underberg.


