s
SUZUKI KOKSTAD S——

MEIL PRIDR: 882 213 4795

N’l O U N T NI N ME C H 0 Licensed Financial Services Profe::liocz

I»’_ Pg] i Q ~~ Insurance
SAVE R13 000! NOW ONLY Geoff Clark Jemima Stay

(Insurance Advisor) (Insurance Advisor) GWK
geoffc@gwk.co.za 18MMas@GWK.C0.78 e
0832900234 0824874852 ate agriculture

gwkcoza QOO

el R259 900
WAS R272 900

Eucluges ammin, on roadd anid debveey Gosas

VOL:42NO: 1
DISTRIBUTED TO: Hilton, Merrivale, Howick, Lions River, Nottingham Road, Tweedie, Dargle, JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2026
Boston , Bulwer, Donnybrook, Creighton, Ixopo, Underberg, Himeville, Bushmansnek, Drakensberg Gardens, Sani Pass
FREE NEWSPAPER

SVNPASS

BOOK YOUR
LESQTHO

mountainecho.pw@gmail.com 082 493 8700 WWW.mountatoetdn

. ™ oaz 298 2135
SUNRISE ON THE GIANTS CUP(HodgsonsPeaks see page4) Photo PaulFWelch e e

THANK YOUI W, mOloradyeniures. coum

TheUnderberg Farmer’sAssociation hanks
lain Knox and the staff of UNDERBERG
SUPERSIARr for the generous Foot & Mouth ™
Disease donation received from their ‘Sizzle fat
our Soil’ wors roll initiative.

Over R27 000 was raiseduring November and
December and two weeks into January!

We would also like to thank thenderberg
BUILD IT team for makingknap sack sprayers
available to our local farmers. This piece
; = . . ¥ oy 1 e equipmentis essential in the fight against FM
e . . = - '- i#= in the spraying of vehicles, shoes, and anything
o o ._ 1 elsethatis considered a ‘carrier’ that accelerates
*l"“ A the spread of the disease. QUALIFIED REGISTERED PLUMBER
While we are still nowhere near out of the woods ~ \jichael Brandis 082 321 7074
with this crisis, our farmers are so grateful for

.iU Pu:k fun @penny perfect M

e UG R ? 5 -T:-.- the support from those who are not directly OUALIFIED REGISTERED

implicated in the daily management of what we ELECTRICIANS
are facing. If you want to know more about the

disease and its potential public implicationsgrian Brandis 082 453 2775
please contact the local Vets, or the UFA forg,u. :bnbrandis@brandiscontracting.co.za

more information. TEL : 0337011019
We live in an amazingly UNDERBERG

umque and aware Commumty Proud members of the E.C.A.: E.C.B. and a
Let's work together to keep Registered Electrical Company with the

: ] o FMD out of our District! Department of labour. Our work is
: : i auranteed and proven over the past

Photo By; Erika Smith. Julie Braby with her bunch from PEONY PERFECT see page 3 By Bellinda Louch UFA secretary o 25pears g
JAN 31 Country Market @ The Local Collectionlast Saturday of the month 9am to 13c@@tact Lauren 079 244 9601
JAN 31 Wild Orchids of the Southern Drakensberg walk meet 8.30am latest at Garden Castle nature reseiieeSraby 082 804 2442 UJNDERBERG
FEB7 Country Market @ Trout walk centrdirst Saturday of the monttontact Alison 079 351 0901
FEB 8 Sani Wildflower Walk bookings www.sanilodge.co.za
FEB 14 UEMS Valentine’s Fundraiser@ Underberg Country Club music by Neil Prior and Andy Dillanking essential 033 7011130 SUPERSPAR
FEB 18 Garden Club Meetingat Under The Berg B&B, in the beautiful garden of Penny and Andy\Wednesday of the month
FEB 21 Live music with Pieta Venterat Bunkers, Underbergookings: Craig 082 858 5486 Sarah 066 590 3758 SUPPORTS
FEB 25 Quiz “Double Trouble” @ Underberg Country Club 6pm. R60pp, 4 per teantactTrish 066 0033773
MAR 21 BERG 100www berg100.co.za
MAR 25 Quiz"friends, Romans, countryme@' Underberg Country Club 6pm. R60pp, 4 per teantactTrish 066 0033773 COMMUNITY
MAR 27 - 29 Awaken Yoga FestivaFor more information and to purchase tickets} www.awakenyogafestival.org/
APR 2 -6 Splashy Fen Music Festivalnww.splashyfen.co.za.
APR 24-26 Ultra Trail Drakensberg for info www.ultratraildrak.com EVENTS WITH
MAY 6 - 9 KAP Sani2Cfor info Sani2C.co.za
MAY 21 - 24 The Giant’'s Cupfor more info www.thegiantscuptrail.com THIS SPACE
MAY 29 -31 KAP sani2c nonstop/isit www.nonstop.sani2c.co.za for more information and to enter.
OCT3 Sani Pass T1visit www.sanipasstt.com to enter
NOV 14 Sani Staggerentries open 4 March 2028 0@ Sanistagger.co.za
DEC 12 Christmas market @ The Local Collectioncontact Lauren 079 244 9601

B

=

SPAR:DAILY 7AM- 7PM
TOPS:MON-FRI 8AM-7PM

Op SAT 8AM-5PM
adu wi ~=:SUN “10AM-3:30PM

UNDERBERG - 033 701 1554-Ma|n Road, Underberg, 3257

Cllck & Collect : 078 089:.6579
= e _:'.‘_;._‘.“__-'—l—_-'
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Highlands Church International < Michael's and All -
Johann and Debbie Van As 033 701147ﬂnge|s serviceThe FOR SALE ] Peta_' Parker Properties
Sunday: 08:30 Prayer Meeting 09:00 CelEycharist service is a MAKOTI - P Park Office - 033 701 1777
ebration Service 09:00 Kids for Jesus (al) am every Sunda : cta Parker Home-087 802 8327
ages welcome) Monday:Homegroups 18:3@ith Sunday school a SUPERIOR B B PrO ertles Cell -Peta - 083 305 3009
Tuesday:15:00 Pevensey Ministry Thursthe same time. ThanK GOOSE DOWN p Cell Lelani - 0784069355
day:18:00 Prayer MeetingAlternate Friyou. Rev Kayla || = f S Email -
gg%/s:OO&OOO?/Ien's Sunrise coffee (confirmuUrbasch 082 466 8134 DUVETS 5 S Lr info@ppproperties.co.za

701147 : :

. Berg Community

Underberg Congregational Church Fellowship N FAIRMOUNT ESTATE: This beautiful,3 bed
Church Times: Berg Training DOWN room, all en-suite, home is ideal as a holiday h¢
Sunday Services at 09:00. Children & Jun- Centre or for family living. The open plan living area flo
ior Church at 09:30 Bible Studies on Thurs-5 piogoma Crescent RS SRSHES > out onto a covered patio, through several s
days: at 10:00, contact Erika Smith 082 -~ (jnqerperg Available at : o mcm;ﬁril :\VCg ;/rvgglgzgeggfo\gfnvgs%se\rfvee:

688 6759& at 18:00, contact Ray Scott 083:,erv Sundav at 9 a.m . . ) ; .
- 413 6917 We hire out our facilities at thePhorrB:e Pastc))/r Denm 97A Main B e L small study / office as well. The kitchen is op

. . Street plan and well appointed, with separate sculle
House of Grace _for private or business,, 0834407889 for Howick laundry plus pantry. There is a lovely casual lou
meetings / functions /training courses.,qre info. OWICK. { - =  as well as a formal lounge, divided by the din
Contact Daniela 082 - 403 8864 Phone Corrie on e | room, with incredible views from each of the
. . 0842951770 or ek = ~ T T M ~ rooms.
Helping Children Through AERREn g [ BULWER R7 300 000-00

~ Transitions OO | BN T VRS T - o Oiing.Great income Generaing o
— Emotional Wellbelng Matters

® tunity in the Midlands, with so much to offe
. > ; &9 This self sustained, 12.1 hectare small holdin
Submitted by Amanda Memela, Registered Social Worker (SACSSP & BHF)

totally off grid, with 27 solar panels and inver
system, generator and 6 x 50 000l water tanks

As schools reopen across Underberg and surrounding communities, many childr e . ) licensed bar and restaurant with a stunning v
stepping into new classrooms with hidden worries. Grade R learners face the challerji ; e : el managers house with 3 bedrooms, a second, 2
leaving familiar caregivers, adjusting to transport routines, and meeting new teacf e, ! i room house, a large timber home, another 2
Grade 7 learners, meanwhile, prepare for the leap into high school — a transition filled }'3 _'_T{_LF'E r,.rlr cottage and 6 cabins. There is a communal H

— room and laundry for the cabins and electr
F i R —ia points for the camp ground. Several storerog

Add to this the pressures of exams, bullying, and peer relationships, and it become - and workshops.

that emotional wellbeing is just as important as academic success.Amanda Memgla, 3 o i UNDERBERG R13 000pm . )
Bl e 35 aik, B A Mountainairs Rental- The home comprises

bedrooms plus a guest suite, providing ample s
for family and guests. There are 4 1/2 bathroo
ensuring convenience and comfort for all reside

excitement but also anxiety.

through these transitions. With over 30 years of experience in counselling, play the
and child behavior support, Amanda offers programs that help learners build resilienc

confidence. Sl Enjoy the exquisite, 180° views of the South
i i i : 3 2 =4 Drakensberg mountains, with the famous 'Gig
“Not every headache or stomach ache is medical,” she explains. “Often, these symitGEses - g Cup' central to the panorama. The unit is strat
are linked to stress, trauma, or family challenges. Social work intervention uncover§ === & i " g cally positioned to maximize these breathtak
root cause and provides children with tools to cope.” . - | views, with no obstruction in the foreground.
o 1 ' enclosed garage offers space for storage of k

Her seasonal school programs are designed to align with the academic calendar: T il BN cles, canoes, and other outdoor equipment.
: — T . —— "= space can also double as an office or worksho

Term 1: Back-to-School Readiness for Grade R and Grade 7 learners =3 . 3 S addition to the enclosed garage, there is a t

Term 2: Bullying Awareness and Self-Esteem Building e S carport, providing ample covered parking for

Term 3: Exam Stress and Trauma Support hicles and additional storage.

Term 4: Transition to High School Workshops
Amanda’s approach is flexible. Schools can choose individual counselling sessiongdgke-
learners or group workshops that benefit entire classes. This ensures that support is
sible even for families without medical aid. , L . . -
By partnering with schools, clinics, and local doctors, Amanda hopes to create a netwdfkf t_hese,? For itis not wise to ask such 23?;(?:5 ;%ﬁﬂ;tizarﬂﬁ?g ff):é)g:jngr:r;
care that addresses the social and emotional roots of children’s struggles. “WheAY@SUIONS. Tt NVl e [asr il (s sl (i
prepare children emotionally, we give them the foundation to thrive academically and ¥¢ should live life with a forward-looking approachy,, . have carried me. | celebrate |
cially,” she says. - We can pause and remember the past, but we mUSt. e bt now | look forward wi
For more information or to arrange a program, Amanda can be contacted at 082431942%/settle there. ST e [ B AT L

'-'IL'.' - The future lies before We serve a faithful God!
; ! us with all its uncer- Kind Regards

tainty and opportunity_ Pastor Andrew W Roebert

- You can live with ex- ALIVETOGOD

pectation that God will Website: www.AlivetoGod.com
Add us to your address book

Ecclesiastes 7:10

continue to carry you.
560t say, ‘Why were the old days better

“Helping children through
transitions — because
emotional wellbeing matters.”

S r=—

Common challenges schools see:

=Grade R children anxious about transport, new
teachers, and routines

=Grade 7 learnersstruggling with the move to
high school

=Bullying & peer pressureaffecting self-esteem

=Exam stress & traumaimpacting performance

) B
= - E-E‘- 3
S

N i r ]

Social work intervention uncovers the root cause: = ey .

Play therapy for emotional readiness

Behavioural support for families

Counselling for stress, trauma, and relationships

Parent guidance for smoother transitions

Call to Action

Flexible school programs and consultations available in

Underberg, Bulwer, Ixopo and Pietermaritzburg.” TheWilliams Twins went to Epworth.

) ) Emily received Honours after matric trials. She re /
“Partner with Amanda Memela, Registered ceived 7 Distinctions and an A aggregate afte :
Social Work finals. She received a Top Achiever financial awardc| RST DAY AT BIG

from Pretoria University and is going there to study SCHOOL
- her first choice degree which is a BConSci Bacliryan. Grace. Michael
Practitioner (SACSSP + BHF) Healthlst elor of Consumer science in food aﬁ’d mum Stephanieat

Wellness affiliate Amber received Full Colours after matric trials. Underberg Primary
She received 4 distinctions and an A aggregadey ool Grade 1. led by
Mobile: 0824319425 | afterfinals. She is going to the University of Cape ™ . .« coleen

. Town to study her first choice degree which is a
amemela07@gmail.com BSc Speech and language Pathology. Henderson
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Community

N
Action

The SANI COMMUNITY FORUM appeale
to our community for assistance to transj
600kg of rice from Amanzimtoti to Underbe
for food parcels supporting those in ne
Our sincere thanks to Splashy Fen Fest
Underberg Dairy , Tastic Rice , and Imza
Communications (Amanzimtoti) for their ge
erous support and collaboration.

If YOU would like to donate your time or ma
a financial contribution, please contact Ri

gE "
Neil Prior and Andy Dillon
What the World needs NOW IS |Ove, ard on 071 361 0273.When communities w

Sweet |Ove| together, real help reaches those who ne

most
The Underberg Country Club and Hackers Grill will be putting og.a

Valentine’s Day dinner on Saturday 1# February from 18:30 to 21:30.
The evening will be hosted by Neil and Andy and guests can CHS&
the seafood platter special or choose from the menu. Cover cha _J_:ﬂ?
R125 per person, and a large portion of the proceeds will go to su i
theUnderberg Emergency Medical Services .
Underberg Emergency Medical Services (UEMS) plays a vital rol#
keeping the Southern Drakensberg community safe, providing
response and life-saving care across a large and often remote
area. From medical emergencies on farms and mountain tra
accidents on regional roads, Underberg EMS is often the first
sometimes only—Iline of help for residents and visitors alike.Like m
community-based emergency services, Underberg EMS relies hg
on fundraising events to supplement limited operational fund
Unfortunately, the recent outbreak of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (F

generate much-needed financial support. These cancellations have
had a significant impact, reducing income that would normally ‘fgplashy Cares comes to the aid of Sani C
toward vehicle maintenance, medical equipment, fuel, training, amgnity Forum: Splashy Fen, through

& At
@;ﬂ? lo i 1 G%LJ M2 ‘éTK

collection 4'}' :,ll

N .
FARMERS ()

LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
9:00—135:00
? MAIN ROAD, UNDERRERG
e——

TO ROOK A STALL C0792449601)

volunteer support Splashy Cares community program, rece
Date: February 14 Venue: Underberg Country Club. Time: 18:30 collaborated with the SCF (Sani Commur
Entrance:R125 pp Booking 033 701 1130 Forum) with a donation of 600kg of Tas

rice. Pictured here is Richard Sutter (SCF) h:
ing over part of the donation to the “Be Y
Own Hero” organisation’s Safe House
Himeville

"Stay humanis a
phrase that calls for
maintaining core
human
values—empathy, s
compassion, and WUMAR
moral integrity—
especially during times of crisis, trauma,
orin an increasingly automated,
technological, or cold world. It emphasize
that preserving one's humanity, moral
compass, and connection to others is mo
important than mere physical survival.

\\F, YOU ARE OUR COMMUNITY

THE MAYS GROUP 033 7021356 BREAKDOWNS AND SERVICE : 067 3012796

www.themaysgroup.co.za

ALL TYRES

SERVICING

BATTERIES

BRAKES, SPRINGS
WHEEL ALIGNMENT &
BALANCING
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PLUMBING CONSTRUCTION GAS
i o

ON TH E ROC KS i snr. overnighted in the cave which now be
doncguy59@gmail.com his name , it was close to our camp and

Graves matter. Finding Thomas Hodgson'’s grave. passed through it. | wonder if he saw

Is there such a thing as Grave tourism? beautiful painted Rhebok scene?

Well as my brother would say; Ask the Sangomal! - Ai of course! Regular Sotho foot traffic is in evidence,

Ai Overview; Graveyard tourism as a niche form has grown in popularity. Visitors, sometgagdMzimkulu pass is doable on horseba
called “taphophiles,” are interested in the stories and art behind tombstones, the histowerhad a few photo’s as a reference ai
famous figures buried here, and the unique atmosphere of the grounds. rough idea of what the circumstances w
I must be one of thostaphophiles” something I probably inherited from my mother. when Hodgson was accidently shot. So as
But the fascination | am writing about was definitely inherited from my late fRiblgin Guy father and Bill had done 25 years ago we loc
who together with my late father-in-1aBill Small set themselves the task of findiftwoper for a bog, the escarpment has plenty of tr
Thomas Hodgson'ggrave, 25 years ago and it's not behind Hodgson'’s peaks. My oldm8&tilsgsby Maps are best for the berg, a ro
chapter in 2002rthur Champkins guide X indicating the inconclusive grave site,
booklet'Stones Unturned’tells a story of a learnt the mapmaker had speculated
1862 autumn Bushman raiding party, atocation from Bills description. We debat
episode still shrouded in mystery. A mixturghe definition of a ‘bog’, something a hol
of Burgers, Troopers and Native leviesvould find difficult to navigate and imagin
probably ascended the escarpment over Sémé chase. Bill and the old man’s photo’s g
Pass in pursuit of Bushman raiders who hag some ideas.

lifted cattle and horses from a Speirs farm ifihe wounded Hodgson was carried about
the Dargle. The expedition ended whenards from the bog to a rocky outcre
Hodgson was accidently shot. Meanwhile Speirs had caught the bushn
In 1998 a letter surfaced written in 1911 to kater he led the party to a ridge opposit
Ms. Phipsonin England. It was penned bycave with bushmen in it, the party obser
Robert Speirs jnr. who accompanied histhem until they (only women and childre
father by the same name, ending thmoved off. One Trooper George Robins
‘conspiracy of silence’ which kept secret thappeared to have difficulty returning up
identity of the man whose gun had fired thBass, Robert Speirs snr. descended to hel,
shot which ended Thomas Hodgson’s lifeut cramped up and was unable to retu
in March 1862. The letter was discovered bjow he limped down to the bushman c:

W - - his namesake a Great great Grandson aksad spent the night out there. He fired sl

,_ r H R ¢ P AP Robert Speirs of Boston in 1998. to communicate h_is Whereabout_s, they w
Robert Speirs pioneer farmer in the Dargle 1850/60's returned. Returning the following day,

ELECTROTECH F'ELD SERVICES Here’s the crucial paragraph. feou,l?ci HOd?hSO” ﬁel?d agld rt]).U”ed un%er st

“....I had got thrown from my mare and before | could catch hg{llt Trom the shelter by nis comrades w

ALL SATELLITE SYSTEMS Henry Dicks had got around the bog and up to the Bushman. Hodd¥#t gone. He was perplexed when he fc

SALES, REPAIRS & was with him. Dicks pulled up to shoot but the gun snapped. Whignhorse and supplies nowhere to be s

INSTALLATIONS

DICK BERKELJON
082 350 7891
electrotech@futurenet.co.za

Speak to me about Price
Lock installations

he looked to see what was wrong he found the rein on the nipple! fRmen Fred Bucknall, a pioneer in Undert
drew it out and the gun went off”. (The nipple being part of théstory and Robert Speirs’s his nephew

firing mechanism) been with Hodgson.Why would they take
Photo; Robin Guy horse and supplies ?

A long story short — In the year 2000, 137 years after the event thg2@irs’s story is disjointed, controvers
two in their 70’s were dropped off close to the perceived bog by gie@tradictory to other accounts. Had th
15" Squadron Oryx helicopter with flares and some supplies in cas@&stn a disagreement with Captain Proud
emergency. Using these archived reports and letters they pictiffgcpfficer in command ? The whole epist
the scene on March 13862 role-playing Troopers, Burgers anfiad no doubt been under sharp observz
local African levies chasing the bushman down, an act that cadd¢Bushman who were and still are maste
the accident that mortally wounded Thomas Hodgson. The bushii&f own domain —my guess is they got tt

multichoice accreditation number 33008mc evidently having abandoned his horse escaped through a bog BAKAtY. Speirs’s journey home on foot ¢

to be caught a little later. The party carried the wounded HodgséH1 be imagined, what ended up as a 2 v
few hundred yards up to a rocky outcrogpic slog to Chief Dumisa’'s homestead on

lf‘fﬂ WE Iﬂﬂhr - - ‘fﬂﬂ [-l"ri’ .[:ﬂﬂ! where he later succumbed to his wound, thepper Mkomas left him exhausted, with limit
location a mystery. ammunition Speirs survived off the veld &

”’ ’ “We looked beyond the bog, there was @t one point scratched his will on a rock,

rocky outcrop with a collection of bouldershever fully recovered3ack to our Decembe

nearby....Bill and | moved some of thos@025 search; There are bogs aplenty in

BUDRET-FRERGLY QUALITY Und&rberg 23 bl Red R (338 stones. We found nothing, but we had teicinity of Mzimkulu pass. We scouted a fe

WISIT U5 HOW |

G mi fare Fhoems

_—

1
N

Haawy Dty .
#

establish that this was no naturathe sort you wouldn’t ride a horse over i
assemblage, which would have includefurry, they needed to be 300 yards from a rc
some boulders too large to be shifted. Thefiglge/outcrop. After stumbling on rocl
would have been a sheltering wall built angutcrop not far from the head of the Mzimk
it was thought that those had been used tiwer Underberg’'s Dan Lowe the young
erect the cairn/grave. Writes my father; It i@mongst us had an alternative thought.
a somewhat insubstantial cairn, thoughrondered - bogs can change just like a str
Does it cover a grave dug later, by the parghanges it's course, after all it's 150 years :
which returned to the scene the followinghe headland of the Mzimkulu could have o
year, 18632 And would they not have lefdeen a bog. We mounted Dan’s rocky outc
RhinoLite* some commemorative artifact at the scené@ncluding it not a bad place to be buriec
rimar Fiay Was Hodgson the firgtatal Carbineer to even had a headstone, a Sotho herd |
die on active service? This site , and othdforabarababoard game etched onto a |
nearby possibilities, demands another visitock but alas not enough proof to change
more time” grave site on Slingsby’s map.

| hike regularly witiViountain Backpackers Back to theSangomé&Ai is deceptively
a down country crowd who have particulainconclusive as to the exact location of Tho
affection for the Southern Drakensberg-odgson’s grave location and what a rel
Dave Gay who knows our mountains bettéine wouldn’t want to spoil things for the ne
than anyone | know broached the subject phophile” expedition.

Hodgson’s gravesite with me last year £ootnote;Who was Thomas Hodgsot
“Could | give him a GPS pin?” My reply - anyway?I'm speculating - but | really enjc
“Sorry Dave | only have my fathers photo’s”joining the dots. ARev. Thomas Hodgsora
| sent him what | could, the next thing | knevimissionary was associated with Namaqual.
an expedition was scheduled - these gu@gd Natal where he had acquired a 6000
move fast. Dave’s plan; To ascend up Ston&m Buffel's hoek in extent with forests

Pass traverse toward the Rhino, scout te&eams, he’d never lived theréhomas
grave site estimated to be close to the hek@nnin had been involved in a copper min
of the Mzimkulu pass, overnighting in cave@peration in Namaqualand. In 18&annin

en route, a 4 day trip - Irresistible. https:fpoughtBuffel's hoek from Rev.Hodgsonfor
www.mountainbackpackers.co.za 150 pounds and renamedfihe Dargle’ after
Summer hiking is not for the ‘unprepared’a river in Ireland where he’d grown up.
Alas after spending a pleasant night ifannin son had been on the Hodgs
Wilson’s cave we arose to thick mist whiclBushman raid expedition where a yot
disorientated us. Dave made wise decisigrhomas Hodgsorhad come to grief, he mt
to retreat. We would now traverse below theave been a relationBev. Thomas Hodgson’
berg to Mzimkulu pass across Eland flat¢he Wesleyan minister who had worked
much of this off path with a plan to ascenélatal as a missionary. Another Namagqual
Mzimkulu pass in the morning. Whew! ’'mconnection to the district idackson a
not going to recommend this in a hurry, bunagistrate who monitored the Pholela dis
i's memorable! No complaints about thén the 1870'/80’s from the present Highbt
spectacular campsite we found. near Bulwer. He was also a son o
Back to 1862 - Separated from the party aftétamaqualand missionary who had move
rescuing fellow trooper George Robinsorthe Karkloof and later facilitated the survey
who seemed stuck in the pass Robert Spef@ssettler farms in the district in the 1880's.
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FULL DAY
SANI PASS TOUR

the hot day temperatures we have been having has warmed t
waters enough for the fish too seek colder zones deeper down. F
has slowed a little with the hot days. Changing up in tactics
: —— : increase your chances of hooking into one deeper down. Fish ¢
It is so nice to see the rivers looking very good this part of tif&VIVe will give us plenty joy once they haveand deeper, trying to imitate bottom dwelling food sources like
season. Regular rains in the catchment areas have had the rig&$n & bit. Some good reports of bigger fistand Bloodworm. Fishing smaller fly patterns like a Coch Y Bon
flowing strong and have kept them full. This is good news for tfound too. Both the Umzimkulu and Pholelar Bigfoot snail that imitates snails well and do good job at foc
fish and anglers. The lower reaches discoloured a few times aft8¥e Produced fish above 40cm with théish. Other patterns reported to do well were various Leach pa
heavy showers but cleaned up quickly. Aimost all anglers fishifg9€st & 43cm Rainbow trout from one ofas well as Dragonfly nymphs. Old faithfuls like Woolly Buggers
have reported many small fish all over. A very good sign the rivefi€ PooIs on the Pholela. The upper reacheged eyed Damsels also mentioned. I'm sure that before the
are recovering well from the bad season we have had. The fish ¥df'€ rivers also still fishing very well with warm up too much some more good fish too be netted. Justare
many fish being caught. The beauty of thgvhen fishing Stillwater especially smaller bodied water in wa
places these little fish we target live is trulydays to keep fights short and fish handling to a minimum.
breathtaking and worthwhile doing a trip tomortality increases significantly in thesep, [ |
these upper reaches where fish rise to diyarmer months. J\;h %
|

rivers close by has also produces some very - s L I'_i. | !
good fish and reports of decent fish being .Flyflshlng Shop, has been L &'
brought to net from anglers venturing a bitdPpointed by the -y N
further to go fish. Smaller Nymphs have been Underberg By Duane PR
working well fooling fish and the odd report Himeville Trout Vaughn Howell vk

of streamers being used to get fish fooled. Fishing Club « o nERET A

The still waters around Underberg have also 1o contact Underber g Flyfishing and lifestylecentre
fished well, with good reports coming in for at The Clocktower Centre. - Contact

the first part of the month. Average size of ~P€rson for 0832286707 or 0655232877 Check out our

the fish caught all between 50cm and 60cm  FOSAF websiteat uhtfc.org
with a good 62cm Rainbow trout netted in monthly reports
one of the local resort’s still waters. Club stats
show 32 fish caught of 36 rods. Unfortunately,

VN WU R wiLDORCHIDWALK wiTH  Giant’s Cup
*27(0)72 900 2204 JULIE BRABY 31 JANUARY ey s R

F2 Sonl Rood, Shop 21 Troutwolk Centre
www lesothaentrack com Meet at The Drakensberg Gardens Nature reserve at 8.30am at the
latest or get there earlier before the sun gets really hot and bleaches, " "=
the colour out of your photos. Richard and Julie Braby share their iuigenous

. . passion for wild orchids and Richard has published a book and plant mursery. .,
1 I‘C 1 S pocket guide to WILD Orchids of the Southern Drakensberg. '
Sethlabathebe in Lesotho just above Bushmansnek is full of wild

orchids at this time of the year. | remember the first time | went there
of the Southern DrﬂkEHSberg with Richard, it was like an easter egg hunt, so exciting, so man

orchids you had to watch your step. Looking for orchids is a bit like

looking into a rock pool at the sea, the more you look the more you

see. | can see people enjoying this well into their old age as yo

don’t have to be a great walker and sometimes 150 meters can ta

an hour. By Paul Welch. Contact Julie Braby 082 493 8700. Remem-  @ieks baliy FRM 700 Ak TO &

ber to bring cash for the entrance fee into the reserve. R80 for those DL
without a rhino card. DHBEAAL0RT |f OARRETROTL

Facebook: giantscupocafecrafis

flies very willingly. Some Of the Brown trout Duane Howell of the Underberg ™.

_._,.a""Hnutique Country Hotel
Hotel & Restaurant

e A0 Open 7 days a week for
SRR AT = TS LOCALS TICKETS Breakfast Lunch Dinner

& San Rock Art Walks UNDERBERG RESIDENTS X Sani Road Himeville

Suart McLean

www.bir dsandbeyond.co.za s : ; ‘.S;W t 033702 1967 or 0710277867
082 742 6981 or 033 7021 761 Ipric ' info@moorcroft.co.za www.moorcroft.co.za

a
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VEHICLE SERVICING & REPAIRS
TRAILER HIRE
NUMBER PLATES

SIMOM: 082 264 5849
WORKSHOP: 033 7012726

‘ ’ ; ‘Skonk’ was named after an ox called ‘Skonkwaan’ — The he
S kO n kwaan - bOO k review By prefect of DHS likened him to an ox on his own family’s farm — ak
doncguy59@gmail.com to take a hammering! This information from the first chapter whi

| love the way Zulu names have crepthighlights
into the (KZN) Natalian mlungu the subculture of DHS under the headmastership of the legen
subculture.Traditionally cattle in a A.S.Langley a rugby playing, cane welding disciplinarian who ¢
herd are known and identified by namethe scene for many a Durban boy and beyond. Bill Payn a rela
not by number. We had cattle on ourof Skonk’s also features, | was first introduced to these charac
— : Zululand farm, they all had names of-through reading around famous Durban born poet Roy Campk
AFFECTION ™ . ten given to them on account of their'Skonk’ went on to become a teacher legend in his own right |

; . character and so was/is with us farnmby twist of fate - at Maritzburg College the opposition.

children. What a kick | got when re- Rugby is a constant theme throughout the book, if you grew uy
turning to the farm I grew up on, andwere at school in the midlands many names will be familiar to y
hearing the soft chorus of for my part surprisingly many | personally have known. Ve
'&quot;Uchakide wafika&quot; ( The modest Andy Van der Watt a Springbok rugby winger taught |
mongoose arrived ) amongst the stafffor one. A teaching clone of ‘Skonk’ up the hill ? — he’s repr
it gave me goosebumps, | was homesented in Skonk’s ‘dream team’, the details on which you'll find

I’'m hardly qualified to write a review the book.
on the biography of Underberg’s onApart from seeing him perched on his shooting stick | never m
James Mervyn Nicholson. | only knew ‘Skonk’ in person until one day an Old Collegian friend of mir
him from a single encounter, never attended Maritzburg College, failesked me to film an interview with him at the school. ‘Skonk’ ar
to excel in Rugby and did not grow up in Underberg. | attended any father had corresponded on Underberg historical themes
other midlands ‘College,” but the name ‘Skonk’knew him from that perspective. | remember little of the content

¥ BTl ERGEs o WA T T wW e Wi

F BN N N BN BN BN BN BN SN SN B BN SN BN SN S AN and its associated reputation was known tthe interview, this was controlled by Old Collegians Matthe

| DON’S REPAIRS [ | us. Maritzburg College rugby had ‘Skonk’, Marwick and managed by Craig Elstob . Afterwards we took
- MATNTENANCE OF B ontied by i Shooting Sick ‘Skonk had and & group of other od former areat players pictured 1 he b
identified by his shooting stic onk’ ha
a ALL MOJV%E(S‘I,]’OEHICLES i a kind of Shamistic effect on the College(pg 117) standing under the Nicholson arch. In a few years
[ . P . [ game. (Except for 1975...sorry about thatvould be gone.
| MacKenzie Street - Goxhill Road B  Skonk). Authorship is shared by Ruthlt’s written that ‘Skonk's last words were; ‘Phelile’ (I'm finished).
] Himeville B Crouch (nee Nicholson) his daughter whonit's strange isn't it that expression in that unique KZN subcultu
i Mon-Fri 8am to 4.30pm i we all know, Simon Haw, Jeremy Oddy, Mat-so often defaults to isiZulu, there’s more about that in the bc
thew Marwick and John Bishop with contri- which is exceptionally well researched, written and illustrated.
[ Don Blakey [ butions by Ruth’s sisters Margaret and DiandSkonk with affection’ is available from Ruth Crouch his younge
[ 033 7021110 or 0823421387 B  Towards the end of the book we discovedaughter and sells for R300.00 while stocks last. Phone Rutt
T T I I T T T MM T T YY" that ‘Skonk’ was affectionately known to his 0842073057.

grandchildren as ‘Rot’ — ‘out of the mouthsDon Guy is a writer, artist &amp; filmmaker who lives in Underbe

of babes we get some real gems’. We learwrites for the Mountain Echo, takes guided Drakensberg and |
ﬁ"‘iﬁ 0 UT T H E R E 5 E RVI CE 5 early on in the book that ‘Skonk’ didn’t get torical hikes and is all ears for a story. 066 0186430.

his iconic name on the Nicholson farm heA Request and footnote; | have a friend in New Zealand, an

AUTO ELECTRICAL grew up on the Bushmans nek road, he gotstchoolmate from Richmond who is compiling stories around Zt

at DHS where he went to boarding school imnicknames given to farmers, farm boys their offspring and the li

REPAIRS! MAINTE NANCE the 1930’s. Skonkwaan means ‘wooden pegAny ‘gems’ with anecdotes are welcome. doncguy59@gmail.c
AND SE R‘U‘lCE EKPE RTS inisiZulu. jemcockburn@gmail.com Skonk’s name and story has been ac

SPECIALIZING IN:

AUTO ELECTRICAL

STARTER MOTORS & ALTERMATORS
HYDRAULIC PIPES & FITTINGS
VEHICLE SERVICES

VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
BREAKDOWN SERVICES

LUKE: 072 227 7285 MON-FRI:

TYRONE: 082 782 8408 SAT: TAM-12PH
OFFICE: 033 701 218 AFTER-HOURS CALLOUTS

. to Jeremy’s list. By Don Guy
A Ietter tO the Ed ItOI‘ the next financial year. During the summer months, Himeville ex

The residential community of the little village of €nces high rainfall, so one would expect that without adequate
Himeville is a perfect example of our rainbowage in place, the rates paid by residents would at least cov
nation. Here, amongst the leafy streets, peopfgaintenance of this road—clearing stormwater drains, the
from all walks of life live in relative harmony. Our drains, and general upkeep of the road. Instead, repeated re
community is small but safe, and all of thesdor this to be done since winter earlier this year have been me
homes pay rates. stony silence. The municipal manager did reply that “they wil
Every month, all of these families contribute toattended to but they cannot give a timeframe.” This is alsc
the municipal coffers. Generally, property rategcceptable. Two years have passed, and still no timeframe ha
contribute largely to services such as road arfefovided as to when the drainage will be completed. At the tin
street maintenance, streetlights, public safety/riting this letter, work on the drainage has still not commence
7AM-5PM parks and recreational areas, as well as suppolfte meantime, residents’ homes have been flooded, and th
ing municipal administration and governancefills Wlth water every time it rains. The mun|C|paI|§y must ensure
And herein lies the problem... Residents whdunding for the drainage is included in the adjustment budg
are paying are wondering how much bang thejanuary 2026. _ _ _
are getting for their bucks. oupled with that, there is now only one streetlight working a
When we separate the various municipal fundhe whole of Thomas Street. Earlier in the year, residents were

Sl_lpa qu,m tions, the picture becomes clearer. NDZ is a loc&p drive around in their own time and report back on the functic

TYRE EXPERTS §{ CLOSER TO YOU

municipality, and therefore water and sewag#y of streetlights. The report was compiled and submitted in A
services fall under the Harry Gwala District Mu-It is now December, and we are still awaiting a service provider
nicipality, which bills separately for these serv-appointed. A broken streetlight in Underberg has been har

TYRES I BATTERIES ices. NDZ also charges a separate tariff for refugepsided since February this year—still not attended to. But ¢

removal, which appears as its own line item ofPrget to pay your rates on time every month!

BRA KES I SH OCKS your municipal bill. What residents are thereforéVhilst we acknowledge that all residents within the municips

Life
Happens.

- and now this road—which runs through a priméidence in its ability to deliver even the most basic services t
Get it sorted.

Pay Later.

paying for through property rates relates mainlghould benefit from municipal services, it is important to recog

to road and street maintenance, streetlight§)at when rate-paying areas receive only the bare minimum —
parks and recreational areas, public safety ari®now the case, do not receive even the basic services they |

municipal administration. — property values inevitably decline. A drop in property val
Currently, there are three main roads that rufeduces the municipality’s revenue base, which in turn mak
through Himeville town. The main road, €ven more difficult to expand service delivery to underserved &
Arbuckle/Sani Rd, is maintained by the DepartLooking after rate-paying areas is therefore not an act of fav
ment of Transport. This leaves only two mairiSm; it strengthens the municipality’s overall financial position
streets for NDZ Municipality to maintain. creates a positive ripple effect for all communities. At present, |
Sutton Street was tarred and completed in 2018Ver, it is becoming increasingly clear that rate-paying residen
Itis a high-quality tarred road with a good drainneither valued nor prioritised, but are instead last in line to be
age system. At the time, the budget did not alfhe adjustment budget in January 2026 presents a crucial op

low for speed humps. That was six years agd\ty for the municipality to correct course and begin restoring

residential area—functions more like a highwaygpmmunitigs that fur_1d its (_)perations_. The DA will continue to ch
Residents, children and pets are put at risk dai§ion practical, service-driven solutions that protect property
by the high speeds on the road. Despite numeies, strengthen the municipality’s financial position, and er
ous requests by the public and the DA to instaihat rate-paying areas receive the maintenance and respect

speed humps, we are all still waiting with bate(gantitled to. When_ NDZ in_vests wisely _and fairly, every residen
n pﬂYﬂEX breath. The DA is escalating this matter and willn every community — ultimately benefiy Clir Rowena Aldous-

T & s apply.
Gme/sFfid

supa gunck<

e han Dyne Exparts

keep residents informed. Trollope. Democratic Alliance

Thomas Street was tarred and completed in 20

At the time, the scope of works did not include he Mountain received a highly technical evaluation By Prc

: : Ilan Parrocka (retired geotechnical engineef)the work being
ggg ?kr“grzlcr;jgebseygé%@.aligsflgﬁjl:'és(ﬁ?gavp\)lrﬁl one on the R617 “In the method adopted, ie build up over ex
the tarring of the road was welcomed, it is nof"d 'ayers, a much more resilient pavement is ensured as |
acceptable that a road to the value of R8.4 milvater is immediately dlspers_ed with no sof_tenlng _of already-c
lion did not include proper drainage. The consestructed layers.The above is only meaningful if construc-

033 7011198 EVININE=1p] auences of such actions are dire, and the codtén is carried out to the required specifications and

of the drainage should have been planned for iwithin contractual time periods”
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New Military Exhibition at Himeville Museum
A new military exhibition at Himeville Museum is inviting members of

the community to explore the often-untold human stories behind
military service, remembrance, and sacrifice. ! : i
This exhibition moves beyond battles and uniforms to focus on tifethe beautiful garden of Penny and Andy. The theme is “grc
personal experiences of ordinary soldiers. Through narrative parédgetables organically” and we look forward to drawing or
such as The Forgotten Soldiers and The Conscripted Soldier, visi@®ftensive knowledge of Barbara and Clinton, owners of St
are encouraged to reflect on the lives of men whose stories are@gon Farm. The meeting includes a visit to the farm in S
always found in history books, but whose service shaped familiéyenue. So please save the date, 18 February 2026, starting a
communities, and generations.The Forgotten Soldiers acknowled

Himeville
fort and museum

history happens here

THE

At The

mountainecho.pw@gmail.com 082 4938700

HIMEVILLE UNDERBERG GARDEN

CLUB 18 FEBRUARY
In February the Garden Club will be meeting at Under The Berg

those whose contributions h%\(e beerghO\{er{.loPked ol; ulr%der:[rhec?gni L | V E M USl C
reminding us that history is built on the liveq
of many, not just the few. The Conscripted @ BU N K ERS
Soldier explores the reality of compulsoryg 21 FEBRUA RY

Clocktower
Centre
Underberg

SPECKLED
HEN

Fun and
colourful
Maxwell
and
Williams
mugs

military service and the profound impact it
had on young men who were called to serve
often with little choice, and carried those
experiences with them long after returning
home.

The exhibition has been made possibl
through the generous donations an
assistance of lvan Reynolds and the Bog
and Saddle Shellhole, whose support hg
helped preserve and share these importa
stories with the wider community. Sincere
thanks are also extended to Brett Deavin fo
his donated military items and gear, which
have added greatly to the depth and
authenticity of the exhibition.

Himeville Museum hopes the exhibition will
encourage reflection, conversation, and g
deeper understanding of our shared pas
Community members, families, and visitors
are warmly invited to visit and engage with
this meaningful addition to the museum.

Live music with Pieta Venter, on th
deck at Bunkers, Underberg. 21
of Feb, from 12 to 3pm.Cove
charge R300.00 per person. Ir
cludes a braai pack, salads al
rolls. BYOB.. coldrinks available..
Bookings: Craig 082 858 548t
Sarah 066 590 3758

Pieta Venter
Die Padda Prins

THE LEMON TRLL

Local Farm Shop

Breakfast & Lunch
Coffee & Treats

OPEN DAILY

online mountainecho.co.za
facebook: mountain echo based
inunderberg

y

...WHERE TIME SLOWS, ELEGANCE UNFOLDS &
MEMORIES ARE QUIETLY MADE

OPEN MONDAY - SUNDAY: 9AM - 4PM
CONTACT: MANAGEMENT: 071 229 B107 /
RESTAURANT: 077 609 3992 / GO WILD: 064 965 1120
Y R103, TWEEDIE/CURRY'S POST LINK ROAD
(NEXT TO NELSON MANDELA CAPTURE SITE)
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From The Saddle of Boot ...

Municipalities are clearing the traders, drug peddlers and unsavo@nd SadC”e W\ $26560.§ &/
“I'THINK PART OF JEFFREYS BAY'S  characters, enforcing penalties for drunken and reckless or indecent
SECRETISTHAT ITDOESNTPRETEND  behaviour, and generally, enforcing the By-Laws. RNM Municipalit h dth ixed WA IIAN
TOBE PERFECT.ITJUSTTRIESTOBE works closely with the Lower South Coast Tidy Towns movememe. ave entered the new year on a mixec note S35
BETTER” and the devastating floods of thesZlecember bore testament to POSitive note for the Shellhole, but regrettably, -
ANGELA DANIELS. JUDGE DAILY  what can be achieved when a Community and a Municipality, worikouPled note for our farmers with the current Foot
MAVERICK SMALLTOWNOFTHEYEAR  together for tourism and pride in their town. We salute you both. and Mouth disaster afflicting the industry. Our
COMPETITION. 2025 With a committed Municipality, we can shoot the lights out, as NUD'éhoughts and support for our local farmers go out to them an
DAILY MAVERICK SMALLTOWN OF rather dismal cleanliness and an indifferent, mute, and opaqiésh them strength and well. . .
THE YEAR : NUD congratulates BarrydaleMunicipality, armed with a history of shocking service delivery, ard=or the Shellhole we have had a flying start. We have inducted
for winning this prestigious competition andNUD’s only weak areas. Please get on board, Dr NDZ Municipality>ew recruits to the
the runner up, White River, followed byWe CAN and WILL win this prestigious competition, with you onOrder, and we
Jeffreys Bay in third. Only one KZN town,board. Score. Too weak to score in both areas. welcome R. Ferreira,
Howick, made it into 7 spot, and we extend TOURISM: Some facts and figures of the role that Tourism plays i\ndrew Cochrane
our congratulations. Credit must go t&outh Africa, according to the Tourism Minister, Patricia De Lille anchnd Don Guy to the
Mayor Chris Pappas and his team for thiser team, at the World Economic Forum, at Davos, Switzerland, thisld. We look

outstanding achievement, underscored hyeek. forward to their © =
strong leadership, excellent community Tourism accounts for 8.8% of GDP. company and
participation, and the dedication, diligence Tourism brought in R105Billion in 2025. contribution.

and pride of the Municipal staff. Well done; Tourism created 1.8M jobs. memorial wall has
Mayor Pappas and your town. . Tourism in turn, creates a wonderful window for potentiaheen built at the

Towns were judged in 7 Categories tinvestors to view South Africa in a positive light creating optimism

. ; ; : Himeville Cenotaph.
formulate their overall percentage score. and their subsequent investment ensuing. b

This wall has three

1. Cleanliness : South Africa is now off the Risk/Grey List so we can expec ; ;

2. Municipality Tourism figures to surge. tggftrse V{leggrbvélr”/ -

3. Community . NUD needs a far bigger slice of this Hi u ille fall g

4. Safety Tourism pie, which will create jobs and investment. Imevilie railen on .

5 Nature This is simple economics and a quick fix to crea the central wall, and the Boston and Bulwer fallen on the two wi

6. Family employment. With the Daily Maverick Town of The fallen in reference are for WWI, WWII and the Bush War.
Where was NUD? create the conduit for increased tourism and our duty as Boot and Saddle Shellhole to Honour these fallen
Community. This is the very fabric thatinvestment. Shall Remember Them! The plagues with the names will be mot
binds us together; a town where residen by the time of our first parade for the year.
resolutely stand together in a time of chaorj-l DY TOWNS By RUTH CROUCH. For the above structure, our thanks and gratitude go out to o

our MOTH members for donating all the bricks and to Thatch (G
Trollope of Rusty Nails Concepts for the design concept
providing the staff and other materials at cost for

the erection of the wall. In both instances, * »
comradeship and true community spirit, well dt MO
On behalf of myself and the MOTH, | would |

to wish everyone a successful and positive 2% . 2
Should you wish to get involved with the MOT 5, | -
either as a veteran or as a supporter o~ 4 *
Shellhole, please feel free to contact me. »

Monthly meetings held on thé' Thursday of the month ay 18h0
Ivan Reynolds — Old Bill - Boot and Saddle — 082 5300 935

Faithway College Does It Again!

or emergencies, or merely welcoming Neye 4| have demands and challenges
folk to our towns with open arms and coffegy, ¢ a\ajt us in 2026 in our personal ane
or a cold beverage. We care for ouf ciness lives, and we need to jugg

underprivileged and those endurin i
hardships. We do have some “squatter%z)e two and keep focused to maintain

: - Halance between the two. From my sma
as Dr Tod likes to call those who merely exis, ne Man' Tidy Town perspective, | will
in our community, without any contribution; !

; : X eep plugging away working on theg
to improving NUD. Hopefully, we will get manpy FI)ittlggthi%gs wgere I kngw | can
them on board this year.

make a difference. | feel | have built up #¥&

Score: 8/10 Can be better. : . :
Safety. NUD is probably the best in thegﬂ%d Rj:lur)pgrfti\Slv(;thl\l/\l/lksh}'zrlshfl:/loamphamg

country for security, with thanks to Keving nicinali ; ; o
. pality, and | will continue to liaise
Webster and his team at Comm VVatc?ith them. Sfiso is really keeping abreas

Magma Security and Berg Security. Thangis, the maintenance of the verges, b
you to you all for this service. Score. 10/1¢ 4 \vish to encourage Residents to he

l\:ature_. e “V? in aWorld H(te'rl'gage site, V\Qtrbo their part and tidy and neaten whe Congratulations to the 2025 Matric class. 100% pass rate of v
g-ﬁf"‘” rné_ekr_s, R e |g|ousdmoun ethey can. Collectively, we can help 83% were bachelor passes and 12 distinctions. These results

Iing, hiking, or canoeing on our doorsteRy, intain 4 good overall image of a district, one which reflects pride i Faithway is where learners can receive an excellent edut
majestic mountains, fauna and flora, PICtures’ ey ironment. May we all - businesses, schools, residents, farmes8y can achieve their full potential

perfect farmland, and of course, our iconi : ; :
Sani Pass. Score. 10/10. Enhurches etc please appeal to their staff, pupils, congregations-9l, Principal, Mr Van der Merwe, on behalf of Faithway Collz
would like to thank John Little and his chaps from Montague F

Family. This is a family orientated community. members, KEEP NUD CLEAN and TIDY.

A - L ¥ lived in PMB for 60 years, and so | am all too familiar of this city, - , )

With the Covid shutdown of the initial period, han, it was in its former glory. It is so disheartening to see th r cutting all the school's grass .ready for the new term Also, :
1 qu you to Debby Deavin (Faithway Governor) and her sor

ofa mandatory 3 weeks, many families camg, -2 gation, filth and unkempt areas. There are however pockets!d? . .
to their holiday house in the Berg, to “sit 'é:cellence' The Eye Hospital, the modern and well-maintainegfind & super makeover in the school Reception Area.

out.” Weeks stretched into months an hopping Centres, Maritzburg College, amongst other schools.The Faithway Scholarship fund has successfully helped five
families found peace, outdoor entertainmeRt, \n ot help but think of the Bible parable of the wheat and the tarl&mers join Faithway College this year. A big thank you to a
for all family members with everything natur, e ) “Matthew 13: 24- 30; “Where the good and bad exist afa0se who have supported this. However, some of the mone
threw at them, kids were educated OnIIr%row alongside one another.” The heart of PMB along Church Stre¢fs raised was a one off payment and so for these five learner:
and a simpler and slower way of living wags jismal and neglected, and the urgent matters of maintenanééle to stay at the school in future years we will need more pe
the norm. Most families stayed after Lock niinye unabated, and unattended. contributing to the Scholarship fund either as a one off gift or
DIOW”’ embractl)n? a tfo_wnl whe%-re fgm”yOur Underberg Village is fortunately small and has some lovely areagtpp order (anything from R50 a month) would be gratefully recie
i‘(‘)’/"lac‘)ys comes Dbetore Irivolous tun. Corebutdl fgel the actLéaI headrt ig; WorLyinﬁ. This is the akr1ea rounld trr]hll these learners are bright and able and will benefit hugel
- . nderberg Inn and Standard Bank where street mechanics ply thieétving an education at Faithway College.
?gg&eﬁg\é'th’é‘]ﬁr?fg dptggéeﬁgr?girggsl?iﬁrz ade and people openly defecate down the alley and cook, with smakgnk details for the Faithway Scholarship fund: Faithway Chris-
Fr'/vafting into these businesses. Tourist buses pull in here regulartian School FNB 62069318410

%?]umfd Witthiﬁ incr_lt_eﬁjibll_e sugportt\s/_)l/lster‘rhnd the stench is too terrible. Yet the powers that be, seem indifferess follow Faithway College Himeville on Facebook to see what
ank you, Jonan. 1he Low L0s: *89€% act and assert their government given authority. We need to cofg@rners, teachers, and governors participate in during the yez

are also being connected. Openservg, it sensible solutions to cope and cater for the needs of &l | itile Chair of Governors 0822909770
provides an additional choice of a fibreg,ning But, turning a blind eye to such matters is very foolish and 0 .
network. Additionally, we are serviced by, “ai0ws matters of further civil disobedience, to take root. One 100% pPass rate with
the”major networks for V:/;F". which WorIijunicipaI miracle did take place and that was the ‘skip’ area between 12 Distinctions

v;e .Connecnwtw_scnng:al gmyestorsafn Spar and Super Quick. So yes, things can turn around. The

th ose nowhoperatlng their llj_smesdses F*Municipality, Tourism, the Business Forum, Sani Community Forur S ey i b
ome, or those pursuing online educatiokqy Towns and other like-minded organisations or individuais, shoul ; e

Score 10/10. S SHE . )
So, where are our weak poinGanliness jointly apply their minds to find solutions, together.

. . early in the year. | also propose to revamp and paint the Tidy Tov
3_ccoerII|shbmer|2ts, we would b\((ajusé anothefhpish bins. So, | will be visiting and appealing for donations - ng
'mr/], |tt)e ac v(\;ategﬂtown. det, esF"tes%mething I relish doing, but it is for the sake of NUD.
Ruth’s brave and selfless endeavours aiih, \yish again to thank those who help donate to TIDY TOWNS
her absolute commitment to NUD, we still 5 ever | do need to pay for the labour between two to four guy
have street mechanics, traders monopohmg?t | use at any given time, and hence | urgently need financi
pavements, drunkenness, the absence Ol “even if it is a small monthly scheduled amount. Please too ‘i
Pougg?otr%lclaettr?eags ﬁa“\fvl;nl\?\;ﬁsg%h%névi[:ilénsg 0ﬁnyone has on their heart to ADOPT A SPOT, do contact me. Ms REOUEST FOR WOOL
- : i’ “Trish Mpanga and | have devised a very simple form and then the
Johannesburg and Ethekweni are enforcifgy e regident landscapists or Tidy Town can be contacted to help. Q

their By-Laws with strict authoritarian v, "o\ suitable business sign can be then erected to state that you . . .
control and discipline. This mantra has begR5intain this spot. Pam Golding in PMB has done this at the Athlondne Witty Knitters are needing donations of wool. We are ma

adopted by so many Municipalities o a5 you approach the entrance into PMB which shows whetghitted goodsor the Safe Houses in Underberg and Himeville
committing to just “doing the job that theyinere is 3 will, there is always a wa§tVA NUD VIVA to making a Please support this drive keep the children warm this winter.
have been paid to do” in their pursuit OgiﬁerenceBy RUTH CROUCH. Donations can be left with Mariann at her Yarn and Patch bou
zero tolerance. These Cities an in The Trout Walk CentréThank you. Jenny Larkens
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WINNING STOCK MARKET
STRATEGIES

APPLE AND GOOGLE -
AN ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

- POWERED
INVESTMENT DUET

&

email

EXTRAORDINARYPROFITS
FROM ORDINARY
SHARES

* WINNING STOCK
MARKET STRATEGIES

This month Apple announced a multi-yea
partnership with Google. Google’s
Gemini Al models will be integrated
into Apple Intelligence, including the
much-anticipated Siri upgrade.
Apple’s Al capabilities will be rapidly
and greatly advanced and Google
benefits by placing its Al at the core
of Apple’s global device base of 2.2
billion users.

Apple’s growth has been steady.
Revenue grew by 6.43% in fiscal
2025 and net income by an
impressive 19.5%.

Google has stronger growth.
Revenue increased by 13.87% and
net income by an amazing 35.67%.
The agreement with Google reflects
Apple’s cautious approach to Al and
is a significant endorsement and
validation of Google’s Al leadership
and expands Gemini’'s footprint on
iOS devices.

Importantly the partnership
preserves Apple’s privacy model by
running Al on Private Cloud
Compute and on device whenever
possible.

Google offers faster growth and

Planto THRIVE in 2026

therefore potentially greater capital appreciation. The
company has varied revenue streams and a still under
monetized U tube.

Apple is more defensive but services and hardware
sales are expected to show strong growth in 2026 due
to the new iPhone 17 upgrade and the anticipated
improvement in Siri. The company has avoided the
Al arms race and is highly cash generative.

For investors this partnership improves Apple’s
competitive positioning while vindicating Google’s Al
monetization pathway.

The return profiles for both stocks are attractive, with
Google offering higher growth potential and Apple
providing stability and resilience.

It is wise to allocate based on risk tolerance and time
horizon : growth - orientated investors may overweight
Google, whereas long-term diversified portfolios can
benefit from holding both.

Set risk management rules carefully by considering
buying levels with portfolio allocation quantities and
appropriate stop loss levels.

Al used William Meyer to write this article.

If you are not happy with your portfolio performance or
would like a second opinion, please do not hesitate to
contact Fenestra for a free review of your portfolio.
William Meyer - 0796244031

FENESTRA ASSET MANAGEMENT
FscalLicenceNO: 688
Licenced Financial Serviceprovider for 34years

ALCOHOL

Welcome to 2026 and it is a good time to focus on alcohol as so&}ﬁ

Call: 021 6897855

email info@fenestrasa.com or fam@mweb.co.za
website: www.fenestrasa.com for moreinfo

otential than long term alcohol abuse.

mountainecho.pw@gmail.com
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drinking and the cycle just goes on and of=SySNes
and on. Nothing is sadder and robs morjf=¥ Honey 500g R55

Oakleigh

Funeral Home

Walling Alongside Gow

- SINCE 1999 -

Oakleigh Offers
a Wide Range
of Services:

Fursrol Srrongements

24hr Caraline

086 111 1380

www.oakleigh.co.za
info@oakleigh.co.za

South Africa: is helping bees through
multi-faceted efforts, including replarjig
ing indigenous flora for forage, contr@i# 6 L
ling invasive plants, improving water eSS 1 i

cess, training beekeepers, reducing pgs {:‘E P

cide use, and promoting bee-friendly farfifsis

ing with organizations like WWF and | 9 ;

cal groups, all crucial for food securly -

and biodiversity. Between June 2024 § . — i
March 2025, beekeepers across the United States reported losing ar
percent of their colonies, the highest loss ever recorded. It is a number tl
heavy, not just for scientists, but for anyone who understands how dee
lives depend on these tiny creatures. Researchers point to pesticides,
climates, disappearing habitats, and parasites like the varroa mite as t
reasons behind this decline. Yet this story is bigger than data. Bees c
rhythm of nature in their wings. Their quiet work keeps fruits, vegetables
and seeds growing, feeding both people and the land itself. Without the
vests shrink, prices rise, and the balance of entire ecosystems begins to
This loss asks us to pause and reflect on how interconnected we truly are
small beings can shape the life around us, imagine what our choices can
every garden we plant, every pesticide we avoid, and every habitat we
we help create a world where bees can thrive again.

HONEY IN UNDERBERG

Orange Honey 500g R130

CoffeeHoney 500g R130 Creamed Honey 500g R60

are doing a dry January after the excesses of the Festive seasp
This is the first in a series on alcohol for the new year.

Perhaps you are cutting down, have concerns about your intak
just want to be more mindful of alcohol. One of the most addicti\f
substances known to man needs respect.

Due to my work in hypnosis, | see many clients who are struggli
with alcohol. Hypnosis is very effective with alcohol addiction an
hypnosis techniques are making their way into rehabilitation therae

slowly but surely.

Many years ago, | attended a seminar given by the head of ong
Johannesburg’s top rehabs. He started the seminar by asking
audience “do you think if we knew the damage alcohol causes
how addictive it is we would ever have allowed it to be licenced?”
then went on to talk about the person who is addicted and
substance itself that is highly addictive. That was such a thoug e

provoking way to look at alcohol.

at fuels all of this? There is great dea
thformation available about genetic
%redisposition to addiction in the form of
(96amine regulation, genetics, childhoodrsyss
fauma resulting in low self-esteem and Carame cashews 200d
many other theories. The most importang=ed
eaway from all the research is the Honey macadamia
nowledge that the individual is more tha 200g R65
¥*pable of recovery but that it takes som Honey gift boxes-
eff?rt, mindfulness and a programme o variety

Query. _ Homemadesoapsusing
8ﬁovery programmes like the 12 Ste(f organichoney -
gramme are vital. Many people drink variety
%cau_se of underlying emotional issue Soap and pumicegift
without a programme of recovery the pack
n return to drinking because the corga¥es
roblems are still there — just without the

Speciality Honey 500g R130
Peanut brittle 200g R50
Cashew brittle200g

Speciality Honey 1.4kg R260
Macadamia brittle 200g R60

.

Bookkeeping Etc

Antoinette Blandin De Chalain

Call 082 333 5234

toni@bookkeepingetc.co.za

RCDAEREY | www.bookkeepingetc.co.za

Many people beat themselves up about their lack of “willpowe
when in fact alcohol itself is an incredibly addictive substance, wi
many other addictive ingredients mixed with it (e.g sugar
Sophisticated marketing campaigns are used, it is widely availabl

phIst n9 paig . [ IS Wiooy gval Lthe 12 Step Programme.

me people.

rinking and that can be intolerable forgyX NaE.

ext month we will focus on the first steps

rings R35

Working remotely on Sage

Contact Angela .
Cloud Accounting & Payroll

angielvison@gmail.co
0787495845

good time”. All these factors make it a potent brew (pun intente
Many people who are trying to stop drinking will avoid socialising
as the temptation is just too much. Alas, they often become long
and will succumb again.
Loneliness is so real for people who are losing control of the
drinking. It is created when most people in the drinker’s life start
relate to them as an “having a problem”. Often parents, spouses,
children, friends, family members, colleagues etc all relate to
drinker through the lens of their problem: alcohol. As a result of
much energy and focus from others going into the “problem”, t
individual feels their real selves disappearing. This is a desperately
lonely experience. This often drives the drinker back to drinking ang
their drinking mates who at least don’t criticise them. The lack
meaning and not connecting with real loved ones drives md

there are cool places to imbibe, and it's associated with “havin <
y Heidi Kyle

|_|

hypnmnosis

heidikylepractice@gmail.com
082 386 1053 www.heidikyle practice.co.za

Smoking - Weight Loss -
Fears & Phobias - Depres-
sion - Anxiety - ADHD and
much more

DIKYLE

e|lLimng

S couns
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SOUTHERN SOUTHERN DRAKENSBERG COMMUNITY

DRAKENSBERG TOURISM ORGANISATION
HONORARY OFFICERS ?Egihgiilz ll?lélgﬁ\t(—ind—Mouth Disease (FMD), together with theCONtinue responsible marketing and ir

cancellation of the January Drak Challenge and Eurosteel Run th prmation sharing.
- ; ; Friyers, highlighted the vulnerability of the district’s two largest eco- AREWELLBUTNOT GOODBYE
Last year ended on a high note with many projects completed. ygers, nighiig . Y ol . g Founded by Huck and Elsabe Orban |
final meeting of the year included a braai at the neatly upgradagnic drivers — agriculture and tourism. Cancellations and refund

: ; e early 2000s, The Lemon Tree becan
picnic ground in the Himeville Nature Reserve. Our members W%eegfsn?gﬁggn%%?gt'on providers, member stakeholders as well 2 cherished Underberg institution. Fc

very involved in this project. The Bird Hide nearby is an ongoi . . . . . isi i
a?trilctio% ed in this project e Bird Hide nearby is an ongo espite this, the CTO committee decided to adopt a proactive ap[nany visitors, & stop In town was syn

During the festive season members took it upon themselves to cf&la(:h' Tubing activities remained popular, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife
invasive alien trees at the Cobham end of the Giants Cup trail fis were well supported, Reichenau Mission tours were SF’CCESSf
also near the Bushman’s Nek waterfall. Both of these sites attr%%fj tour operators had a steady stream of guests. Ata meeting held
visitors from far and wide during the year. Visitors to the area ha January it was agreed that, under the circumstances, the fest

y celebrating light, texture and th
expressed their compliments on the Interpretative Centre at the co%?ag?r?gI?/erer%rseuggfesris:_i,IWere open over Christmas, Family Da)PeaUty of the region.
of Sani Pass which was opened to the public in November in time ' . > - i
the fesltive sévaslonw P publict v nt ew Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day than in 2024, when limited tradlngAfter more than 20 years in Underber

: 2 . they are leaving to begin a new chapt
Looking forward into 2026 there are many activities already in pla(!gfj to capacity challenges and visitor complaints. Members are re; Gauteng, closer to their daughter ar
Unfortunately, due to littering over the long holiday period th

minded that peak periods are essential to sustain businesses throu Br family. We wish them well - they are
Honorary Offices will have to do a clean-up of the Sani Pass ah ter months — when January can feel like it has 65 days. leaving a lasting mark on the district. Th

s ot et o e e o s oL CTO exgressed apprecaion o Terance Kiaula o th afi 200 25 been passed o Sara
0817724319). Litter is an ongoi artment for ensuring visibility at multi-disciplinary roadblocks, | .
. going problem and we urge all users The Southern Drakensberg Communi

the Pass to adhere to the “Leave no Trace” brincible of takin ere road safety and tourism information were shareq. The tragicl_Ourism Oraanisation (SDCTO) thank
what you take in. All that is required is for a rﬂbbis[r)]/shoppinggb cident on 15 January at the bottom of Lundy’s Hill reinforced the 9 ( )

- e : . “Huck for sharing his photography vie
to be carried in each vehicle and used by the passengers for d for visible pct)_llcmg,fst;r)]eeg6e1n7forcement and continued attem'oﬁnderberg Callin%. SDgTO s%cigl rxedi:
disposing of containers, packaging, bottles, cigarette butts etc. :Sgﬁg’g; ;ifilg)'lp\?FolRS'? C AMPAIGN manager Rosemary Hall noted his cre
then placed in bins at the end of your journey. There is no for ecember, the SDCTO worked with the Dr Nkosazana DIamini-Zumaiuad images have long helped showca
rubbish collection on the Pass or at view sites and we do not nfé | Munici1 ality Tourism Office and Traffic Department. the Harr the region and grow the organisation’
to attract baboons to scavenge at areas used by the public OGﬂvﬁal D Ip Y A dvol P e Y social media presence. We now ha
these areas to be aesthetically degraded. ala Development Agency and volunteers to carry out tourism aware=

; : : : : ess initiatives on 15 and 19 December. Information was shared
-Iggzdlecl)t:ﬁl?)a;o?llzrr]gg ?Jlirzg%ncg lrJr::rt)tocr:sA c?n E‘gron?lfrlmr:jiteeda?r\\/Ig?l\jvnhéTlgﬁdb!OCkS and at a promation iable outside Underberg SPAR, whe@f&i?ﬁiﬂi@?i\rﬁoimng the CTO ca
is counted, will happen at end of January with Bir,dlife SA anjjotorists welcomed the engagement. . . .contact Sphamandla Vezi, Secretary al
Honorar (’)ff- ateful thanks are extended to all who contributed marketing materi- .~ . '

y Officers. CAR has taken place over many years and We will do thi . Administrator, via WhatsApp on +27 61
proved invaluable in assessing bird distribution and rise and fall Qf: N 0 tis again. 246 6166. The organisation thanks if
numbers and species. This year of great importance will be INT !\tﬂtEDlASPgNSF?TJS NEEDEDh tak members for their
numbers of the Amur Falcon. This small raptor occurred by t m”_"te; m%m er tfol' yn 'therr?hz as a.; continued com- W os
thousands a few years ago in this district alone but recent rep Fsph”n(? mek r']a p%r oliowi '3 de c_tohmml mitment and sup- :@ "
for this season from across the whole country, not only here, h ar \;vor_t Ss. een rtlawag ? Wi abn € port and we wish
been the alarmingly small numbers seen. ing opportunity being explored for member everyone a kind gk A*‘-

Southern
Drakensberg
from:Michelle southerndraktourism@gmail.com

onymous with an award-winning cap
Lﬁ)uccino enjoyed in the warmth of the

ﬁllow—walled bistro, while the gallery at
Sgghe back showcased Hucks' photogr:
p

quer 50000 followers on Facebook.

For more information on Honorary Officers contact our chairm ature in a travel magazine. 2026
Simon Acutt 0826243670 or secretary Cayla Beghin 0824932305

The CTO remains concerned about FMD an
By Roseann Clarke

Awaken Yoga Festival - Frida
27 March - Sunday 29 Marct
A transformative weekend

mmy0ga, meditation, music, a
connection with like-minde
individuals, the festivs
includes:

Yoga classes for all levels, w
6 different stages and over
teachers. Guided meditat
and relaxation sessiol
t"Workshops on mindfulnes
i\ breathwork, self-care, a
‘music performances. Camp
=facilities (bring your ow
camping equipment), h
showers and permanent ablutions. 10km and 6km Trail run.

For more information and to purchase tickets, wsitv.awakenyogafestival.gf

KAP sani2c - Adventure, 6-8 May and ‘OG’, 7-9 May

The first sani2c took place in 2005, and it grew into one of the largest MTB stage

the world. This year’s KAP sani2c has two versions of the three-day mountain bik
race, set to thrill riders from Glencairn Farm down to Scottburgh. The Adventure s
6 May and finishes 8 May, and the ‘OG’ (which includes the UCI racing at the front
the field, with a Prologue on 6 May at Glencairn Farm) will start 7 May and finish on

For more information and to enter visit wvgani2c.co.za

KAP sani2c nonstop - 29-31 May 2026

The KAP_sani2c nonstop is not your average mountain bike race. Covering 26(
uninterrupted, rugged terrain from Glencairn Farm to the beach at Scottburgh, this
the most demanding one-day endurance events on the South African calendar. S
2am, riders take on a route that travels almost all of the three days of the sani2c t
event, within 24 hours, including the legendary ‘Umko Drop’ descent.

www.honstop.sani2c.co.za for more information and to enter.

NUDFC Kicks Off Kickboxing Debut with Thrilling Bouts

On the 6th of December 2025, our very own Underberg fighters took to the ring for tt
kickboxing event, and it was a night to remember. Cameron "The Spartan" Smith f
against Congolese fighter Romeo, in a highly anticipated match-up, and it was a
styles.Smith's boxing skillset was on good display that night, but Romeo's aggressi
knees and leg kicks proved to be the difference-makers, earning him a split decisior
Jox Romeo scored two knockdowns, in the first and third rounds, showcasing his fori
rartin Swariing of TWE UNDERBERG striking ability. We are very proud of Cam for his toughest fight to date.
TWK TRADE | In otherht.:io%t_s, t‘)l’seiﬁo sTecured a S[Z;ht dect|S|onh\;\_/|nh|tn hls_dg[but, agalnszjan undef(ia1
=) = nent, while his brother Tsepang put up a tough fight against a seasoned opponent,
"‘IMD'FEEEEE" l E'I‘I'J'J:"TEEELI"__' __""E[:"“‘E""I" LE losing by unanimous decision. "We're proud of all our fighters for representing NUDF
BRCIEG | Rhatate |-HEMNR pride and skill," said a spokesperson for the gym. "A big thank you to Shihan Kenne
1033 701 "'ﬂ? : and the Warriors K1 team for their support.”" NUDFC is now officially registered with ¢
E: undetnerg@twkagn.com and MMASA, and is looking forward to its next event. On the 7th of February, Jad
www.twkagri.com/rade @ f X in @ Love" Knox will be putting his skills to the test at a Box360 event on the South Coast.
NUDFC: 074 930 772By Jaden Knox
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L”:E OF A VET they passed out of sight of the main grand stand the favourite put his
foot i hol d d , breaking his | d throwi h
THE BIG AND SMALL ~ iockey. Robinleapt outof his vehicle. The horse was thrashing Joou

e _ _ ) and screaming with pain. There was no choice and so he shpt th PC
In a vet's life you get used to dealing with all sorts of animals, fra{grse there and then to put the poor thing out of its misery. Meanjvhil L. —
the very big to the very smalll. | clearly remember when this lady afé rest of the field thundered on and finished the race. But therp was
her son brought me her son’s pet Gerbil with a broken leg and asi@fhvourite. Well, the crowd and the papers had a field day. Thedpoor 15 Old Main Road
me if | could fix it. | am sure you can all picture the size of a Gerbil's Iggt was accused of being in league with the bookies and all sdts of

and the problems tha_t spring to mind. BUT old l_\/luggins here saysusations were flung at him. Underber
“Sure . Leave it with me “. And THEN thinks about theje actually was a sensitive person and all this affected him badly and OFFICEHOURS
problems..starting with the anaesthetic. With bigger cats and dgg%$,ad to take some time off. MON - FRI

we have a lot of different ways of treating broken legs, starting Wighnically the next time a race hose went down with a broken

_ ' r leg, 8.30 AM - 4.30PM
the old faithful of Plaster of Paris ( although this has fallen outifcause of all this negative publicity, they decided to try and f

it. SATURDAY 8.30AM 11AM

favour with my younger colleagues ) through to steel pins and platgg horse was transported off to Summerveld and put in a sling h”ﬁ .

and screws and all sorts of things that resemble a carpenter’s sfigibone tried to heal. It did not work and the horse too had to e odNIT 42, Campsdrift Park
Butthis was Gerbil It _ down. | am sure | later years there may have been some sucqesses, 3 Brayford Road
Anyway we gave it a wiff of gas and luckily, he passed out. In W@t you always have that big weight of the animal to deal with whjle it OFFICE HOURS
jumped. | fashioned a very small steel pin from part of an injectigfimmobile. MON - FRI

needle and lo and behold it held it all together. Breathing a sighrffs is one of our big problems as vets. You cannot say to the ahimal 8.00 AM - 4.30PM

relief | closed the wound up and watched with bated breath whilef§ is for your own good. It is hard enough trying to convince spme
recovered. He did and thankfully | was able to send him home. ligdlthe owners of this. I think most vet's have had the experienge
healed beautifully. o _ recently spayed dogs opening up their operation wounds and phlli
Some time later the hushand came in with another of their pets. diiloops of intestine that they then chew on. Sadly they often die g
first words were “ So you're the guy that fixed that blasted GerbikHock. | once had the experience when | was only qualified abput

was hoping it was not coming back home again.” 'yeas when a little Scottie dog was brought in to me at death’s Hoor. Email:
My very old vet friend Dr Mike Lowry ( can you believe we met ifhere were a lot of stones in the bladder that had blocked the biadfOUNtS@sanipasscarriers.co.za

1965 at PMB University on our very first day at university ?) has hagd prevented the dog from urinating. I quickly operated and litefafperations@sanipasscarriers.co.za
far more experiences with unusual animals than | have but the §a%:d the little dog’s life. About 10 days late the owners broug . .
story he tells that has always stayed with me was when he was calfdn for suture removal and | could feel a small break in the underlyj Eansvaal he realized to his harror it
out to see a circus elephant with a swollen foot. As they were not ahl@cles. | told them to bring the dog back the next day for correctigiP2rd Was starting to wake up. He hast

to get near enough to examine the foot properly, they resortegtgnjs. They went out to see a film that night leaving the dc{%oed Wonderboom airport in Pretori
)

SATURDAY 8.00AM - 10AM
jégor enquiries please contact
us on:
33-7011017/ or 0832875183

anaesthetizing it with M99. Once she collapsed he was able to pi@hfipervised. The dog tore open the wound, pulled out loopsZgf "eauested permission to land. Th
where the pus was coming from and found an old piece of baling W@stine and chew on it. They called me out. | rushed to the surgayyt€d to fob him off saying they wer
embedded deep inside her foot. He managed to remove it and #igNspent the whole night trying to save the little dog but sadly "9 'epairs and he must rather go on
cleaned and d|S|nfeCt-ed the Wound, pUt her on g-allons of ant|b|0§@j_ The owners went to a |awyer and tried to sue me. Fortuna% nse””a. He repl!ed I have a leolil)"ard

(sorry, my exaggeration) and woke her up again. A week latern@ghing came of it. re Il | am coming down NOW !I” He
returned and she was a different ar"mal, calmer and more approach@m‘g.animajs are even more difficult. | had a class mate who Open g{%ded on a t|Ckey, Ieaped out ar

Later she was retired to the Lion Park and years later Mike wentgfdktice in White River where he did farm work, domestic animals a unately was able t%y Llew Evans

there for something and she has always recognized him @A life. He got more and more involved with transporting wild gam&€Sedate the Ieopawtired vet
approached him with affection. Amazing. _ _in fact | saw him on tv once when they darted a rhino prior fgroughasmall hatchi
My other very good vet friend used to work for Gold Circle racingansporting him. As the staggering rhino was about to topple ovel If_ fuselage.Some

This involved being present at all the race meetings and dealing Yéi#iked as if it might fall into a ditch. My friend jumped forward to tnYa'S 1ater he gave up / N
any horse problems. It also required him to drive on the inside of A8 prevent this and instead the rhino fell on him. He never fuffje Wildlife work and “#¢

track when a race was in progress to accompany the horses, in cagg@Vered from the injuries he received that day. hen | asked him why,
any emergency during the race. _ _ Because of the distances involved he got a pilot's license and boifh2/d because he w
One Durban July day there was a heavily backed favourite. Off themall plane. One day he was transporting a sedated leopard i ffgy SO much his kids
went ! Robin too shot off in his bakkie accompanying them. As tb%ne on hlS own. AS he was f|y|ng a|0ng from the far northe a[;ted Y (?a_lllng
crowd cheered the horses went on the track behind the drill hall. As im”"Oom”. Definitely

TheKwa Sani Live- time to stop. |
stock Association

held their first meet-
ing for 2026 at VKB
in Underberg on the
23rd of January.
Discussions were
around the current
FMD crisis as well as

planning for the year
ahead. We are grate- UNDERBERG

ful for the support § VETERINARY SURGER)
we receive from all
the agricultural Weekdays 08h00-16H30
stores and the UFA Saturdays 08h00-12h00
I 5 in Underberg.
' i Mr T. Bhekwa 24-hour emergency: 082 577 9976
(Chair) Office: 071 681 1727

French Volunteers Leave a Lasting Mark _
on Underberg Schools gﬁg&fya;ganons for

underbergvets@gmail.com
admin@nudvet.co.za
fessional experience. Isabelle focuses on ttRainfall over past 50 i
emotional and psychological wellbeing of chil-years in Underberg ‘b\f (’:& b4
dren, offering therapeutic support that is ofvillage. I = ks
ten unavailable in deep rural contexts. He2022........ 1430 mm DISCLAIMER

work helps learners overcome barriers to learn~>2025.. 1198 mm  This Newspaper is Published by the owner
ing, building confidence, resilience, and al987 ....... 1195mm  Paul Welch. T/A The Mountain Echo is
sense of safety that is essential for |iterac%985 ....... 1176 mm  printed by Rising Sun Printers, Chatsworth.
development to take root. 000....... 1166 mm  Allcopy is accepted IN Good faith.The opin-
Underberg Spar recently hosted an exhibitiofffom Tod Collins lons expressed are not necessarily those
of the beautiful works that Goxhill StudentsOn 1 January 2026 of the publisher, Paul Welch.

produced — go and have a look at the stellar
works at the Take Away Counter. I LEARNT SOMETHING NEW Through google Al

For tour months eac year, 0 quietly rench Vmuntem*gether, Christian and Isabelle give gene]Ihe tradlthnal 3Rsin educ;atlon ﬁteadlng, WRItIng, and quthmet]c,
make their way to the deep rural schools around Underberg, bringingly of their time and skills, asking for nothf€Presenting the foundational core skills for academic learning
with them a wealth of experience, compassion, and an unwaveiiigin return. Their four-month annual commodern interpretations also propasaw R'slike Responsiveness
commitment to children’s wellbeinGhristian Desceul and Isabelle mitment to South Africa has had an outsizéggs'“ence’ ad Relationshipsto address 21st-century needs. Th

Girard have become valued members of the Family Literacy Projégtpact, touching classrooms, teachers, a re skills have hls_torlcally be.en seen as the bedrOCk for intelle
working i . : ! 5 J ; velopment, forming the basis for all other subjédtsdern Inter-

g tirelessly to strengthen literacy and provide much-needgfhdreds of children across the Underbefg-iions (Evolving 3 Rs)As education evolves, some educat
therapeutic support in local schools. area. In atime when rural schools face imme ’

N : ; . ; est new foundational R's for today's wdRiélsponsivenessthe
Christian Desceul, a former headmaster in France and Reunion Iskgglienges, their presence is a powerful r@apgcity to adapt quickly to change anyd new challenges, like tho

draws on decades of educational leadership and classroom expgiider of what dedicated service and interngaan, during the pandemicResilience:The ability to bounce bac
ence. In Underberg schools, he has worked directly with teacherstitl solidarity can achieve. from setbacks and persev_ételationships Fostering strong cor
learners, supporting Art and Reading Programmes, mentoring edgig@-Family Literacy Project and the communiections and social-emotional skills for collaboration and commt
tors, and helping to build a culture where books and learning @& it serves are deeply grateful for thg\response to Technology?) editors noRelevanceConnecting learn
valued and enjoyed. His calm authority and deep understanding@$ceuls’ ongoing contribution—proof thaing to students' interests and real-world godile the classic Reac
schooling have earned him great respect among staff and leaimeksningful change often begins with peoplag, Writing, and Arithmetic remain vitahese newer interpretations
alike. who are simply willing to show up andhighlight the need for broader skills to prepare students for a com
Alongside him is Isabelle Girard, a psychologist with extensive pggrveBy Pierre Horn plex future. Only 34.1% of Grade 12 pupils studied maths in 2025



PAGE 12 untainecho.co.za 082 493 8700 untainec

ACUTTS
REAL ESTATE
UNDERBERG

- i e —
INDLUSTRIAL PROPERTY IN HIMEVILLE

PAM GOL

EXCLLSAE
Pk DB TE

Sltuated In Mokerzie Streat in Himewlla, this propenty has 2 lot of pobential with an
el e ol 4 753 sgme & bepe. weell-positisned workshop with storse= and offices 8
the workshop |= complemented by two staff buildings to comfortabty accommodade
a mumbar of stafd, Fully fenosd, the property offers sepeiate anbrance and asd
ki, alcradng ey socess far lrge vehickes U enber aewl exll This is goe ol Ehe sy
remalning Nght industrizd =ites in Himedlle and ks sl selted far wse as 3 depot,
wrkshop, storgge Tacility, and & accoenmodation, The price escludes WaT,

STUNMING HOME [N UFPMARKET ESTATE

. HIMEVILLE - R2 850 000
3 4 BEDROOMS | 3 BATHROOMS | 2 GARAGES

A well-maintained home, enjoying prime position in
Himeville. Established garden with mature trees and
shrubs. Offers a peaceful retreat where you can relax
and enjoy the outdoors.

Paula Bullimore
+27 (0)79 491 0101

Registered with the PPRA - Full Status FFC
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UNDERBERG - R 1500 000
2 BEDROOMS | 1 BATHROOM | 2 COVERED PARKING

Charming two-bedroom cabin set down Scotston
Valley. Featuring open-plan living, off-grid
capabilities, and beautiful mountain views. Perfect as
a tranquil retreat or an investment opportunity

Jade Lloyd
+27 (0)72 194 2121

Registered with the PPRA - Full Status FFC

Shorreng 3-bedroom home in Faimeowet Estabe, offering koory, coemdort, and
spactacular southern Drakersherp vhews. Each badroom has 3 hull en-sulte, and hwa
elezanl Iounges with Tieplaces provdde perdedl srdearing spaces, The wide veranda
with felding glass dioors |s idea for relaxing dining. or erjoying the |acuzn. The modern
kitcheen Pealures @ranile counbertops, @ cantre fsland, wallcin pantry, and sodlene &
dedicaled offce, biphe parsge, arel avpde storage skl commnisce, Bordenng the
Country Club, enjoy gal Fadil swimiming and social amonitios.

SPACIOUS HOASSE + 3 COTTAGES AND STUNNING MOLUNTOIN VIEWS

EECLLUISINVE
FAAHDATE

Mestied in a prime Iocation, this pocoptional property boasts breathtaking
views of the Southern Drakensberg, 5t on a spaclous bot, it Features a
well-constructed 4-bedroom Tacebrick home complementied by two
charming cottages, ideal for ineestment or faméy retreat. The ressdoncon
Includes four cafmparts and a Wendy house, with the entire propesty
securely fenced and an elecinc gate. The open-plan kitchen and living
area flow o 3 chosed-in patio with a Areplacs and frent deck, Tha main
ke has  his sad  eers dressing areas. One Coftage  genesates
R4500/month; and the other colage could be rented ar be an Arbnb,

SALLHOLDIMNG FOR SALE WITH ESTABLISHED BUSINESS
. - [r = " N B
s

Situaied in a Counftry Lane B Heritage Plants. This wed esfabifished
Mursery ls wery well known far and wids, it caters for all the needs of the
tasong for Underberg mchuding the severe cold climate, Plants include
shrubs. trees, annuals and porennials. Concrete garden pots and compost
ard fertilizer k= also included I the Business enferprise. The malin hause
it se in the beautifl shaweased gasdens and has stunning views of the
mountains. There is a small cottage. Several methaildings which include
oifice. karge gasagesworkshop area. SOL0 AS A GOMNG CONCERN. Price
inchudes VAT, sfock, funnsls, shade howses and irrigation Systems.

CONTACT DUR AGENTS SCAM FIDRE MOBE LISTINGS

E FPosperiacunt 073071
B Eathy Abbet DEZ 725
J vy Abben i

D) underberg@ants
704 1359

HIMEVILLE - R 7900 000

5 BEDROOMS | 4 BATHROOMS | 2 GARAGES

UNDERBERG - R 6 250 000
3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHROOMS | 2 GARAGES

This small farm (44 ha) is suitable for a variety of
small-scale farming pursuits. A spacious home and
cottage in a beautiful garden with farm and
mountain views.

Exceptional lifestyle farm offering expansive living &
outdoor features, including a rock pool, boma and
private dam with a quaint boathouse cottage.
Designed for comfortable family living & entertaining.

Jade Lloyd
+27 (0)72 194 2121

Paula Bullimore
+27 (0)79 491 0101

Registered with the PPRA - Full Status FFC

Registered with the PPRA - Full Status FFC

UNDERBERG - R 1895 000

2 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHROOMS | 2 GARAGES

UNDERBERG - R 1395 000
4 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHROOMS

A quaint thatched cottage set behind a wall with a
beautifully established garden, offering privacy and
charm close to town. Ideal as a country retreat or
full-time residence.

Modern, easy-living home with Drakensberg views.
The property offers two en-suite bedrooms, a
convenient study nook and a bright open-plan living
space ideal for relaxed mountain living.

Sue Preston
+27 (0)84 880 8701

Registered with the PPRA - Full Status FFC

Khwezi Ngcobo
+27 (0)73 381 3957

Registered with the PPRA - Full Status FFC

Underberg Estate Agency cc t/ a Pam Golding Properties Registered with the PPRA. Holder of a Business Property Practitioner FFC. Operating a
Trust Account. W: +2733 7011563 E: underberg@pamgolding.co.za. A Franchise of Pam Golding Franchise Services (Pty) Ltd.




