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THANK YOU! ENTRIES sani2c.co.za

“No matter how you feel today, get up, dress up, and show up!”

It's happened again! Once again, members of our special Communit BOOK YOUR
have selflessly sought to be solution seekers! LESOTHO
The Underberg Farmer’s Association and its membership tha # TOUR
Steve Roberts for coming to the rescue of our members who anxioll

awaited an uncompromised weekend delivery-8D vaccines
for a much-anticipated further vaccine rollout overseen by o
tenacious and very case-hardened local Vets. Having to
responsible for the safe delivery of these orders requires rules'c
absolutes and a touch of creative measures, and so the combineg
efforts of the UFA and Vets ensured the safe arrival courtesy of {j
for purpose Berg Dairy transport, provided independently
personal benefit.

This, after having been made the offer to accommodate our dilemma
by lain Knox of Underberg Super Spar, through whatever means.
Underberg Super Spar once again saw a need, and were quite
prepared to fill it! “Noma kanjani!” Thank you!
And so, we continue to rely on this amazingly unique and awg

~ :
08z EEIE. JI!_-_E

Wi molorodventures. com

community to support and encourage our farmers to continue to . MORE THAN A RIDE. IT'S A STORY.

this race of frustration and despair with persistent determinationge Is
hope and prayer towards the horizon that is beginning to shg FROM THE MOUKNTAINS TO THE SEA.

more promise than it did a few weeks ago! If you want to know mg 'I1I'I_II
about the disease and its potential public implications, please con

the local Vets, or the UFA for more information. Let's work togethd KAF‘ sﬁ' N I ED EEEE PLUMBING
to keep=MD out of our District, and our farmersiit! By Bellinda F ENTRIES CLOSE 27 APRIL e ? &

Louch Underberg Farmers Association Secretary

ELECTRICAL

The 35th anniversary promises one of the STRVICTS
most ambitious editions yet, featuring:

6 stages of live music

300+ artists, including international acts

30+ food trucks, stalls and artisan vendors CES FOIL OVER #3

- . .
e = More showers and upgraded festival facilitieg ELARS
JEREMY LCDPS bl i ;
amily-friendly spaces and kids’ entertain- N SHORTCUTS. MO SURPRISES,
; ment. Free activities including yoga, trail 0. BELIARLE SERVICT You CAN ThY
BILLY RAFFOUL NDLOVUYOUTHCHOIR MATTHEW MOLE runs and workshops
VAN PLETZEN JACK AND THE WEATHERMAN BOOSHLE G. Park-by-your-campsite convenience g
VERANDA PANDA  WILLLINLEY JESSECLEGG LOUISE CARVER Tickets: https://splashyfen.co.za/tickets/ "m | s
IERRA ..u,n JEMMA KATE THEKICKSTANDS  TANNER WAREHAM Accommodation: https://splashyfen.co.za/ P lumbin \
: . DODDROTHER  PiaLLIE TAY LOR BAND accommodation/ £ Aﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ?ﬂ g
MAR 28 Free Rabies vaccination da@Underberg Country Club 9am to 1pm
APR 2 -6 Splashy Fen Music Festivalvww.splashyfen.co.za.
APR 15 Garden Club Meeting@garden of Amy and Andre Swart, Ridge Road Underberg. Talk on compsosting UNDERBERG
APR 19 MOTHS fun bowls day dress casual or fancy dress “tramp thewwitact Hylton 083 627 9673
APR 24-26 Ultra Trail Drakensberg for info www.ultratraildrak.com
APR 26 GXA TRAIL RUN 14km starts 8.30am and finishes at Sani Pass Hotalltratraildrakensberg SUPERSPAR
APR 29 Quiz, themeFriends, Romans, countrymen@ Underberg Country Club 6pm. R60pp, 4 per teamactTrish 066 0033773
M AY 3 KENMO LAKE PICNIC see the autumn colourdimeville museum fundraiser SUPPORTS
MAY 6 - 9 KAP Sani2Cfor info Sani2C.co.za
7 -9 MAY Polocrosse international SA versus USA U19 (development) and U25 (offi@lUJnderberg Grounds. Contact Melissa 0827363286.
MAY 21 - 24 The Giant's Cupfor more info www.thegiantscuptrail.com COMMUNITY
MAY 23 Gum Boot dance Competition 10anm@people’s parld TIDY TOWNS initiatrive
MAY 29 -31 KAP sani2c nonstopvisit www.nonstop.sani2c.co.za for more information and to enter.
JUNE 13 -14 Himeville Tip Top Tennis Tournament contact Viv Turner 082 886 0267 EVENTS WITH
SEPT5 Pevensey Place Fet@ Underberg Primary SchoolContactllene van Dyk 082 925 7869
OCT2-4 2026 UFA Agri & Lifestyle Show! contact admin@kznufa.co.za to book a stall
OCT 3 Sani Pass TTvisit www.sanipasstt.com to enter THIS SPACE
NOV 14 Sani Staggerentries open 4 March 2026fo@ Sanistagger.co.za
NOV 14 Underberg SUPERSPAR food and wine show
NOV 28 Himeville Museum Christmas Market
DEC 12 Christmas market @ The Local Collectioncontact Lauren 079 244 9601

T

SPAR:DAILY 7AM- 7PM
TOPS:MON-FRI 8AM-7PM

t SAT 8AM-5PM
v~ =SUN ~TOAM-3:30PM

T‘A_n[\]-

- 2033-701 1554. Main Road, Underberg, 3257
U_NDERBERG click'& Collect : 678 089.6579

i T
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Highlands Church International
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S Michael's and All .
Johann and Debbie Van As 033 701147@ngels serviceThe FOR SALE | Peta'- Parker Properties
Sunday: 08:30 Prayer Meeting 09:00 CelEycharist service is at MAKOTI - Office - 033 701 1777

ebration Service 09:00 Kids for Jesus (alh am every Sunday

Peta Parker Home-087 802 8327

SUPERIOR Cell -Peta - 083 305 3009

ages welcome) Monday:Homegroups 18:3@ith Sunday school at i PrO ertl es i

Tuesday:15:00 Pevensey Ministry Thursthe same time. Thank Felelel=Aple) N _ . p Cell Lelani - 0784069355
day:18:00 Prayer MeetingAlternate Friyou. Rev Kayla [ Fefa Te Emalil -

days: 06:00 Men's Sunrise coffee (confirmurbasch 082 466 8134 DUVETS 75 ST Lok info@ppproperties.co.za

0337011470)
Underberg Congregational Church
Church Times:

Sunday Services at 09:00. Children & Jun-"pristian School
ior Church at 09:30 Bible Studies on Thurs- 11 by 1ekle Qr ee
days: at 10:00, contact Erika Smith 082 +\.en/ Sundav at 9 a.m
688 67598 at 18:00, contact Ray SCott 08%yore pacir Deaps
- 413 6917.We hire out our facilities at theq, 0834407889 for
House of Grace for private or businessyore info.

meetings / functions /training courses.
Contact Daniela 082 - 403 8864

MOUNTAIN ECHO

Is Your newspaper.
Your input is valued!

DEADLINE DATE
APRIL 17

DISTRIBUTION DATE
APRIL 24

online mountainecho.co.za
facebook:
mountain echo based in underberg

Bookkeeping Etc
Antoinette Blandin De Chalain

Call 082 333 5234
toni@bookkeepingetc.co.za
www.bookkeepingetc.co.za

Working remotely on Sage
Cloud Accounting & Payroll

"DON'T BE LEFT
OUT IN
THE COLD
THIS WINTER!"

Contact RICHARD SUNTER
the approved MEGAMASTER
WOOD BURNING STOVES
supplier and installer.

0713610273

meeting at Faithway

Berg Community el NR@IVSIWANI) UNDERBERG R4000pm
Eellowship DOWN - Rustic, Off Grid Cabins with stunnin

=l e . e outlook. Timber cabins, suitable for si
PRODUCTS : ”'__._ - : ¥ gle persons. No Eskom electricity, a

1 ] # close to town. Room with a fireplac
kitchenette and bathroom.

11 arbuckle Sreet

Available at
97A Main
Street

Howick. . - o I
Verse: AlINal  Phone Corrie on " i ] i UNDERBEG R3 900 000
21:21-22 0842951770 or A TRANQUIL MOUNTAIN HIDEA-
SRR 0333302551 or A WAY - EXCITING OPPORTUNITY TO
‘But Lord, what about el | OWN INTHE GLEN,ATC_:ASTLEBURN
this man?’ Jesus said (Ree RN e _RESORT. Nest_led within the breathta
I T ing surroundings qf The Glen 4
you'?You follow Me.. Castleburn Resort in the Southe

- There are many things in life that can distrc Drakensberg, this spacious double-
us. rey home offers an exceptional blend

- Comparing ourselves to others does mr comfort, tranquility, and natural beaut
harm than good Featuring four generously sized be

- Interfering in the lives of others just brings rooms and three w'el'l—appointed ba
rooms, the property is ideal for both fa

conflict. S . .
- Put all these things aside and YOU focusfo lly living and a relaxing holiday retrea
following God The home’s thoughtful layout provid

ample space, creating a seamless fl
between living areas while maintaining
sense of privacy and comfort.

PRAYER: Lord, help me to keep my eyes
You. Guard my heart from distraction and con-ga
parison. Help me not to be drawn into things &

UNDERBERG R2 150 000
Contemporary Residence in Secure Cqg

é;nseig.r Andrew W Roebert plex with Park Like Garden Right On Yo
ALIVE TO GOD Doorstep. Step inside to discover a s

cious open-plan living area adorned w
wooden flooring and cozy fireplace, th
adds warmth and elegance to the ho
| The modern, open plan, granite kitch
is equipped with a fitted oven and g
hob, plus a separate scullery. Four g
erous bedrooms

Website: www.AlivetoGod.com

EasterWeekend Services at the Underberg
Congregational Church:

Contact Pastor Ray Scott 083 - 4136917
Tenebrae Service Thursday: 02. April
18:30

Good Friday Service: 03. April at 09:00
Easter Sunday Service: 05. April at 09:00 -4
May God bless you abundantly. . ———— e TP

The 'Berg Community Fellowship
Faithway Christian School,11 Arbuckle
Street, Himeville

EASTER SERVICES

GOOD FRIDAY 9 a.m.

EASTER SUNDAY 9 a. m.
S Michael's and All_ Angels Anglican

Church Himeville
The Palm Sunday will be on 29 March 2026
at 9 am. The Maundy Thursday will be on 2
April 2026 at 5 pm. There will be a Praye
Room on 3 April 2026 (Good Friday) from
12 pmto 3 pm. There will be various sta
tions in the Parish Centre for people to pra
at with guided prayers. Rev Kayla will be in
the church building for personal prayer.

Easter Sunday will ben 5 April at 9 am.

—=

Before we know it winter will-be
here, We appeal to our communicy
o knit or crochet blankets, jerseys
anhd beanies. We ask that you
donate your gently loved clothing
that no longer fits, Right now, in

Ay

o e vl e +
Tfpy Tﬂ WN allr community iz a family that
. HHFE:F_E!.E_R RIMEVILLE meeds assistance. That's a reality X

N
HOLY RRTUmSAY > 0
ra

o FEERTH BLUMSAY
=1

Good marPainter's painting, skimming,
glazing, roof repairs, plastering, building,
Tiling, gutters cleaning, renovation and
more call us on 0826736521 for affordabl
prices and free quotes

RUMOUR HAS IT

Jennifer’s Unisex Salon has closed. Dropoit ACTITIALE s
Call Jennifer Stevens for an appoinment
0839639816
Open Tuesday to Friday.
4 Pin oak Lane Underberg

OPEN FOR 17 YEARS

with Arthie Underberg

' Sani Community Forum: Richard Sunter: +27 71 361 0273

ﬂ Tidy Townes: Ruth Crouch +27 B4 207 3057
= ==l
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Jennifer’s

ot THE ::nmu'u.qrt

- 4 "kp:ll Oam - 1pm
4
PIN OAK
LANE
UNDERBERG

OPEN Tuesday - Friday
Stockists of Indola Products

oo h A oy B Call Jennifer Stevens
Pictured: GoldFis ; - :

Photo Credit samHickey  S2LN Splashy Fen Music festival 2 - 6 April 083 963 9810

In a massive exclusive moment for South African music fans, GoldFiBbllowing a sold-out 2025 edition, demand for

will debut their first-ever FULL BAND headline festival performanceickets is already surging. With Phase 2 tickgtsmmm [ o

in South Africa at Splashy Fen on sale and not too many left fans are enc !E
“We're beyond excited to bring this show to Splashy for the vepged to secure their spots soon, because Splaéhy ﬁ, EASTER IS5 COMING. -y
firsttime,” say GoldFish's Dom and Dave. “Splashy Fen is a big paten tickets have a long history of selling out, & ' e ‘

of where our journey began...it's been 17 years since we last playiéckets: https://splashyfen.co.zaltickets/ | § W CHI LD REN"S

here, and returning with a show on this scale feels incredibly spe&commodation: https://splashyfen.co.za/ac-

cial.” commaodation/ | pe g -""_;__.
Fans can expect a completely reimagined GoldFish experience, féa- more than three decades, Splashy Fen _has }’ E e i '“J |,-. Y HU
turing tracks from across their six celebrated studio albums. delivered some of South Africa’s most unforg - o Hr

“It's the most immersive version of our music we've ever put otable musical moments. In 2026, the festival

stage, and there’s no better place to unleash it than at Splashy.’only celebrates its remarkable legacy but it raiS€ss

Beyond the headliners, the lineup reflects the incredible diversitytbg bar for what'’s still to come. o . L

South Africa’s music scene, with standout performances expectatk your tents. Rally your friends. The mo A?"- " . __;, { o N #" i _J,:-q"

from artists including Ndlovu Youth Choir, Will Linley, Billy Raffoul tains are calling. See you at Splashy Fen. 5 "_ o i o

(Canada), Jack And The Weatherman (Netherlands), Matthew Mdfeg stival hews regarding Foo s "‘A‘ﬁ = -ﬂ" . : " e A

Jesse Clegg, Louise Carver, Van Pletzen, Veranda Panda, Booshl . AT s

Tanner Wareham, Steve Umculo, Angel M, Jemma Kate and m aﬁd Mouth Disease 1 .
i

Pu:lultu Pick Your ﬂwn Ficwe F

more. With international debuts, Splashy first-timers, and belov§th Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) havir§
festival favourites all on the bill, the 2026 lineup promises a weekegEN & concern in parts of KwaZulu-Natal in €
of unforgettable performances. cent months,. Splashy Fen organisers WISf‘{ to
Friday Night is Ladies Night at The Electric Boma reassure festivalgoers and the local commuig
One of the most anticipated moments of the festival will unfold JAt the 35th edition of the festival will proceed
Friday night at the Electric Boma, where the energy will be turned &ff Planned from 2-6 April 2026, with compreh ;
the way up with a special ladies-only DJ takeover powered by MxPJV€ mitigation measures in place. After conslilses
In a bold and electrifying showcase of female talent, the stage Wfttion Wwith relevant authorities and t
belong entirely to some of the country’s most exciting women [fnderberg farming community, Splashy Fen
electronic music. Expect a bass-driven, high-energy dancefloor expge" classified as alow-risk event for FMD trafiS
rience led by Nnabona, Miss P, Housewife, and Nata3a. Ission. The festival site has no livestock an g R
The message is simple: the gals are taking over. With booming be@f¢€Ssed via a single district road, significargigg " CHILDREN'S EASTER EGG HUNT &
fearless energy and a packed dancefloor guaranteed, Friday nigffscind risk. Organisers are working closely wiSREEER, o e PTOWERS
Electric Boma takeover is shaping up to be one of the festival’s lofvernment agencies and local stakeholderg g
est and most unforgettable parties. ensure the event is delivered responsibly w |~ Eastor Satarday| 4 Aprl | 9:30 AM

Accommodation options are plenty, including powered campsitg@ntinuing to support tourism and econo
P penty gp P tivity in the Underberg region. Updates

. R75 per child for 5 eggs. ¥
and boutique glamping experiences, giving festivalgoers multigi& ! ' Hes v * B RIS0 Adull LF ek SR W
ways to experience the magic of Splashy Fen in comfort. continue to be shared via Splashy Fen'’s offi &  easeriial DB340TIHGD .
social media platform&y Melissa Conradie i 2 il

_—

Bearings o Diesel Leak Repair Kits
Oil & Grease o C e Flow Meters
15W40 & STOU oils g B Diesel Hoses
Hydraulic Oil ey Belts

!

= &

SILAGE SEASON SPARES & EQUIPMENT
lgnatz Janse Van Rensburg

Farm Equipment Centre 17 MAIN ROAD UNDERBERG 033 701 1119/081 784 8488
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The Story of the Safe House in Himeville '

In 2012, a teenager wearing her school uni- 1yjgp crawley strongly emphasized how important such a place
form approached us with quiet determina- e “particularly during the night, she explained, when conflicts
tion. She spoke about her dream: one day |ate and help is often difficult to find, a safe space can ma
she wanted to become a police officer. Her ¢,5rmous difference.
name was Nosipho. o Because Nosipho was still attending school at the time, her
Together with Trish Crawley, she invited  gienneq forward to take responsibility. She became the first pg
us to walk through the township. Street by et — someone who could open the door, listen, and offe
street, she showed us her community — \yhen it was needed most. The project began with a simple but
the places where children played, families 45| step: building an additional room on the property that ¢
lived, and daily life unfolded. But she also  oger protection and safety for up to 24 hours. The idea was to
pointed out the challenges many people 5 temporary refuge — a place where someone in distress
faced: poverty, limited opportunities, and * 5rjve pause, and feel safe while the next steps were being
the harsh reality that for some children and .
young women, home was notalways a safe grom the very beginning, the community played an important
ﬁlsace. The walk left a deep impression on \jany people contributed what they could: food, clothing, blan

o . orsimply their willingness to help. These small gestures of so ' ¢
Backin the BE YOUR OWN HEROteam, it iy created a strong foundation for the project. Around the § - e
did not take long to reach a decision. We {ime another Safe House was designated in nearby Underberg, itwsipho Ncobeni on theleft in her faithway school uniformin 2012.
wanted to support the idea of creating a \nqer the leadership of Sr. Abigail. Together, these initiatives cBaehad a dream and avsision for asafe Housein Himeville. Be Your
?g&i;\?\/‘éﬁnee:; S:aar?:n\gigzrgocrngiﬁcnv?gd ated the first small network of support for vulnerable people in &n Hero haswithdrawn R2500 per month for an assistant. Nosipho

; LT region. was told two months ago that the safe house would no longer get the

lence or urgent hardship could findimme- - gyer the years, the Safe House in Himeville continued to evolr@500 funding. 9 99
diate protection and support. Rooms were renovated, spaces expanded, and improvements Weg@ss to regular meals became uncertain for some children.

Notice of Discontinuation of Monthly[ made Step by Step. The BE YOUR OWN HERO initiative SUppOft%onse, the Feeding Program was launched.

Financial Support. Dear Nosipho Following our| these developments to ensure that the Safe House would becomgety morning between 6:30 and 7:30 a.m., children can come
meeting held on 15 February, this letter serves giace defined by respect, dignity, and trust. A security concept Wasive a warm portion of porridge before going to school. For ma
confirmation of the discussion regarding the finantiglso implemented, including the construction of a protective walem, itis the first meal of the day. In addition, children who partic
support provided for the helper assisting Withround the property. Early ideas were developed to create a stiathe Homework Club receive a midday snack that helps then

Crlleafr-]in? at the Himfegge Safe Houdse.hA_s a9"°Garden on the grounds — a place that could offer calm and a se@g@sed and energized while learning. Looking back, the Safe Ho
the final payment of R2 500 towards this SUPROB normalcy for those who arrived in difficult moments. Himeville shows how meaningful change can begin with a sing|
will be made at the end of March. After th

" . 'Today, more than a decade later, the Safe House is still an active @hter. A conversation with a determined teenager, a walk thrc
a/"ﬁ)lmJﬁpg’nTﬁa%?;tgg g?snctggﬁﬂﬁgé?r;mzsgrﬁ Sgalued part of the community. International guidelines for develogommunity, and the willingness of many people to support an
however, that we remain committed to suppor{irf €1t Projects often recommend that private initiatives should nglgether have created something that continues to make a diffe
the important work done at the Safe House. [V¢ financed for longer than ten years. The idea behind this princigigiatives like the Safe House are essential. They provide safety
will continue to assist with gas and electricjty that local projects should gradually grow into independent, cofjort, and hope for those who need it most.
expenses upon request. In addition, the HimeyillBUNity-led structures. o After more than a decade, BE YOUR OWN HERO will step back:
Safe House may submit requests for finanfi¥ye are proud that the Safe House in Himeville has followed exacgf¥neral funding the Safe House in Himeville. The goal is for the pi
assistance during times of need, particularly ag Wais path. What started as a small idea has become a stable initigdvgecome fully community-led and self-sustaining. On beha
understand that the facility supports many pegpRypported by the local community. Nosipho, who once approachggsipho and the team, we invite everyone to support the Safe
especially during holiday periods. Any suchiS as a teenager with a dream, is now part of shaping the future_oévery donation, idea, or small contribution helps keep it a ple
requests will be considered in the same manngrte project. She brings new ideas, energy, and commitment to ghgtection, dignity, and opportunity for the next generation.

other funding applications. Nosipho, we kindllyvork. By Sandra Wukovich (BYOH)
encourage you to ensure that all relevp@n the same property, another building has been constructed. Ti# g i A

—

documentation for the Safe House is in order. THigiilding will be available to BE YOUR OWN HERO for the next ten s Sr= 4l Bl &' Nosipho Ncoben
will assist us when we begin planning for the 203/ars and has become the home of the Homework Club. Here, clj appeals to the
financial year, as it will allow us to properly presemdren receive support with their schoolwork in a safe and encourag community
and consider the need to support this project! Wgy environment. The program is currently co-financed by internas %= for the future of th
appreciate the valuable work being done at|thgnal Rotary partners, who support 50 percent of the funding un s Safe House
Himeville Safe House and wish you contindethe end of 2026. Another initiative grew out of the difficult time in Himeville

success in serving the community. during the COVID pan-
demic. During this pe-
riod, many families

BUILD IT UNDERBERG Fomc chalengee, and

Berg Protection
Services
is prepared to b
part of
that future

CAPITEC LOANS AVAILABLE IN STORE !

SECURITY REPORT :
WHY THE SAFE HOUSE CANNOT

4 1 : DISAPPEAR OFF OUR LOCAL MAP
"' ' . _ For those of us who are reasonably privileged, it may never occur to us that there ar

4 = and needs in our neighboring community. For some folk there may never be a need for
Uﬁdg;‘b&fg S gointo our local “low cost” housing areas, and we may not be connected enough to fc
: wit live there, for us to really find out. Is it really a “out of sight, out of mind” situation? Well
and thank goodness it isn't! You see, | have heard many of you complain about the *
vine” in our community and how terrible it is that some people will know things about
even before you do! My response is always this: Would you rather live in Gauteng whe
could have a home invasion and your neighbor who is watering the roses, peers c
fence and shouts to his wife “Lovie phone the cops” but carries on watering his ros
nothing happened? Your neighbor in Gauteng doesn’t even know your hame, and ¢
care a less if you live or die.
The “grapevine” is a wonderful asset to our community\Whether you live in a rich or poc
home, one thing we all have in common is that we know and care for one another
community. If you are facing anything hard in your personal space, your neighbor will
than likely arrive with a plate of food, offer to care for your dog, or come and beat your
1 the middle of the night. In most communities, the privileged do not interact with the
privileged, and yet when a shack burns down I've seen some folk dig out kitchen uten:
blankets etc. to share. Every year | see local folk hand making blankets with love to
underprivileged know that they are cared for in the dead of winter.
HOWEVER, what many of our community don’t realize is that like every other town we
bad things happen to good people. Woman and children that have been the victims of
(most of the time), and unfortunately, we are never going to change the fact that alc
sold and used by people in our community. | know it’'s not necessary to expand on the |

Woza ku Build It osendelene nawo uFake isicelo of these victims. Any person reading the Epstein files and having a little imagination c
3 the dots.
se-loan ebhekene nawe ngo- Capitec loan. SO | am appealing to our VERY GENEROUS and KIND community to do what you do be

Your Own Hero has supported the Safe House up until now but is now withdrawing

i i i i _financial support. Our SAPS does not have the capacity to provide refuge to broken

Ngﬂ Build It tURga kWEE‘I]EI konke DkUﬂEE}l’ﬂ I'IgE:Il(WE kha and children, andvery community MUST have somewhere for them to g&o, what do we

o do? Berg Protection Services will be making a financial contribution to supporting the

,ﬁ.ppl"f tod ay and start building what you want! House, in addition to the medical support that we have always provided (free of e

challenge and appeal and BEG that all businesses get involved in keeping this amaz

 ammm project alive. Allowing this project to disappear will have all kinds of ramifications to

greater stability of our community. Let's make sure that it is NEVER needed that cri
~ committed because people are desperate and destitute. Let’s ensure that kids never

CONTACT MBONGANI: 065 706 2957 hungry or are hurt and alone. Let’s ensure that their blood and tears are not on ou
because we choose to look awlhyou would like to partner in a community project that

supports the Safe House please contact me (Debby Deavin Cell: 082 6555 870




MARCH / APRIL 2026 082493 8700

~TROUT FISHING

By Duane Vaughn Howell

mountainecho.pw@gmail.com online mountainecho.co.za

brown trout water has also been fishing
with numerous big brown trout being caug

grageg Two worth mentioning, a 56cm that g@RITRCIGEET T[S0 ReoRi: SRR Z A R

PAGE 5

Birds & Beyond - Bird Tours & San Rock
Art Walks Stuart Mc Lean

caught Euro nymphing and a 46¢cm that f

-4

for a size 16 Adams. While most of the club _

water remains closed due to the Foot and > by
Mouth, two beats remain open for booking.
Just like the rivers the fishing in the stillwater
has also been improving. The cooler
temperatures cooling the waters down to
thank for that, and it will keep on improving

as the water cools down some more as “
Autumn aproaching fast. Some recorded
water temperatures of between 18 and 20plans nsrasry. .y,

Giant’s Cup
Cafe & Crafts

) And Food
Prodiers amid it i Nirepklmai
Luieh, Digner

nr Caapanruke

Ladigenoiis

degrees celcius, a good sign that the
conditions are improving. Some very good
reports already coming in from sessions o
private waters, with many fish of 2 to 3lb being
caught and some good stories of bigger fis

improved allot and fish have been caught in all of the rivers fisherr’rﬁast of the UHTFC stillwaters remain closed due to the foot and mou

have cast a line. The rivers are still flowing very well and makes f;

ﬁ’fey have made 5 of their stillwaters avilable to fish again. Im hoping aeen naiey

perfect conditions to cast a flyrod. Many good reports have COm& with more water open, Il have more to report on next month. Uniil AN

from anglers fishing the upper as well as some lower reaches of

rivers. Some good fish around 40cm have been caught in o i

Umzimkhulu while all the other have produced fish of around 25cHderberg Flyfishing and lifestyle centre at
ith many smaller ones around. With the cooler temperatures onlifs€ Clocktower Centre. - Contact
ay | am sure the fishing will improve up even more. Dry flie§832286707 or 0655232877

accounted for most of the fish brought to the net while fishing heavlégane Vaughn Howell Check out our
eighted flies caught most of the bigger fish. Some of our neighborif¥§osite at uhtfc.org

Challenges regards Rurogsss
Tourism regards Rock Art

By Don Guy

on a public Map.

guides should be present especially with sc
groups.
ock art sites have a sacred status, no

My thinking on the subject has been stimulated by a few days gﬂg
nights spent in rural Eastern Cape near Mt. Fletcher -now Tlokoe

The purpose was to visit rock art sites always known by a rural ¢
munity and now advertised as such. | have always enjoyed homegf

HBngoing community Education on Rock art ¢
fortably | Aation must be aimed at stakeholders and
comiortably Intgls ns especially schools and herders.

Fie [ S On a more positive note we re-

experiences, it's been a while. We ate well , slept
acted with local folk and h

an informative guide who eg

thusiastically paved the wa

Trickle down communit

benefits are in evidence, tﬂ

foremost of my impressiogsi'{f

-.--,.:-:':}; had been placed below the art
. “_.? B to prevent animals getting too
were the dire heritage chal® y e i 53 close - good plan.

lenges. There are many Ragk my o i ¥ = Ironically brambles do a good
Art sites in rural Eastenfis T . B i 0D but they add to the fire
Cape and KZN, that do n 14 e . : ; *%. hazard. Above all know and
enjoy the protection and sf g love your Rock Art it's herit-
tus of those under the lik " age and unique in the world, it
of Ezemvelo’s watch. - deserves respect.

Our first site visit 40 km fro i By Don Guy

Tlokoeng had been in t

tourism circuit for over a de " L : .
ade, there is signage and some guide control but the sites new fg
profile has brought tragedy and with it's local publicity - local gra
fiti' Who in their right mind wants to pay any money to see a 2- 40(
yr old image of a Magnificent Eland with

“MANINDO 2021’ scratched all over it? Who is this idiot? The loca
secondary school had ill-founded reason to paint the occasion (
their visit onto a rock. | ask you?

Don and Helen Guy are local
guides with a particular interest
in Rock Art - they hike the
Southern Drakensberg and
know it’s natural history, they
Footnote; Besides the graffiti the site is excellent. It was 100% cleezIa (= RO TER RS (o] ARV R ETANS o)

in 2010. The provincial body provided signage leading to the si 066 0186430 to start a
This attracts all and sundry and is a sure way of destroying tEREEaNVET R o a1 1610101 group rates.

ﬁ?gn I hope the fish play along an we get many to the net.

#Don't ever reveal the location of a Rock Art s

# Signage should be limited to entry control

uld sleep in them and that includes domd

g 4" cently visited some rural sites =
# W in Lesotho where large rocks B

CAIEGE1SRT [ ORRRETIOTI
Facebook: giantscupocafecrafis

l.esotho
4X4 Dgy Tour

BUILT FOR TRAVELLERS WHO
WANT TO GO FURTHER!

_._,.a""Enutique Country Hotel
Hotel & Restaurant

Open 7 days a week for
Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Sani Road Himeville

0337021967 or 0710277867
info@moorcroft.co.za www.moorcroft.co.za
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. one that worked went through Underberg’s Kevin Webster at
ON THE ROCKS doncguy59@gmail.com watch and message and details were relayed to James Mthe

‘Sp|it onalties with combined focus... Ezehmv_elo throu((j.]thauI Roth local Mountr_:\irrll rePscule vetﬁjran.
- : authority granted there were two options, either Paul would org
... save wife or make movie? an emergency ground/ stretcher walk in with stabilizing gear
) ) ) ) ] chopper would be sent. We had no comms in the cave so we
Anold movie makln_g mate wrote this onmy somal profile after I posq%ra”y in the dark, it was now twilight. My energy had been s
a short clip of my wife Helen’s dramatic mountain rescue in looking for a phone thought to be lost in the ordeal, now we de
Lotheni.(See freeze frame image) ~_ onacomfort spot for a night out. ‘Listen | hear a Chopper - the
Letme explz_aun. _H'k'ng IN sent a chopper’. There was enthusiasm in Helen’s voice.
the mountains is not for | had expected a horse in the morning, it was getting dark. Any:
the unadventurous. chopper it was and | raced through the forest to the river to se
In this case our venturep|| pause the story to pay tribute to a system and organisation
was tried and tested.sg many of us who hike in the Southern Drakensberg take for gr
Three of the four of us  Mountain rescue. Procedurally hikers fill in a hiking register \
had trod this particular getails of the intended route, phone numbers, identifications
path several times. Butand more. A small proportion of the Ezemvelo permit fee insure
accidents happen and cess to Mountain rescue which is manned by experienced 1
this goes to show thatteers. And as | write this piece | am informed that they are preg
one must always be pre<for a practice run in the Northern Drakensberg in conjunction
pared for one and trust that there’s backup in this case Mounf@ifyrce 15 Squadron SADF this weekend. Hikers always take
rescue - Thank you. ‘Oh no! - I heard it crack.’ This uttered from Heleyister seriouslytnyself. The helicopter made several runs up
as she re positioned herself after her fall after crossing a rivedolyn the valley and | took my shirt off and waved frantically.
BN BN BN B BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN B BN BN B am mm mm g SCrummaged for the medical kit. We had an agiiot hovered close by and dropped off paramedic Steve. After

VEHICLE SERVICING & REPAIRS
TRAILER HIRE
NUMBER PLATES

SIMOM: 082 264 5849
WORKSHOP: 033 7012726

DON'’S REPAIRS g Sortment of bandages - her boot was removgfg Helen he hoisted her on his back and through the forest wi
MAINTENANCE OF something was broken. James an American CQilopper waiting below on the rocks off river. | followed with

flict journo’ who has recently published a bookyacks. Back to my entry line. Well | didn’t have to save my wife - |

ALL MOTOR VEHICLES il on the Mariupol siege in the Ukraine, sprung irhow onwards | would have to be an observer. After been told
Workshop stinctively into action. Helen a trained nurse igas no room for me by the co -pilot | defaulted to something

MacKenzie Street - Goxhill Road g usually the one that fills this role. James was @ne my whole working life so the drama is recorded for poster
auto pilot. In the scheme of things we were OKyord of advice for anyone in the vicinity of a chopper - Keep

Himeuvill S :
Himevilie ll Nothing life threatening, enough gear/foodgistance! That spinning tail prop It's not something you want t
Mon-Fri 8am to 4.30pm ll weather good but time and distance from help ngbse to.
Don Blakey on our side. The party split, Sam an Archaeologshank you to the co - pilot and the paramedic for a heroic ‘Baba
033 7021110 or 0823421387 Il Prof. from Wits and James would hasten to mobiigrough the forest and over the river, all this in fading light. F!

reception for help. Given the time about 4.00 pmgkter sunset in the mountains? Well you've got to be shary
N N N N N N SN SN SN e wwwwm m l guessed it would be a horse and probably in tB@perienced to do that! Helen tells me she doesn't remember

morning, we'd have to find a place to sleep. Credi{cept that the morphine was a great relief, she’d been in pain.
E-;.;:‘ 0 UT T H E R E 5 E RVI CE 5 must go to Helen for bravely crawling over boulyn ambulance drove her to hospital | torched myself back on a
ders minus the use of her ankle to the forest wheggs familiar with, it took me a while , my collegues guiding m
AUTO ELECTRICAL we knew there was a cave to shelter. ‘Baba-digard the end , in what was to be a memorable ‘starry starry r
was easier once we reached the forest, now Wffe saved and a memory in the bag. Who said you can’t hay
REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE prepared to bed down for the night. best of both worlds?

AND SERVICE EXPERTS When you walk in the Drakensberg with youpon Guy takes hiking trails , knows the rock Art and Fauna anc
pholn’e, you get a periodic signal it's not reliable|ora in the lower Southern Drakensberg, Helen is on sick leave

but it's there. Sam from Wits knew his options, th@/hatsApp 066 018 6430 to start the conversation.

SEELIALIGING 3; SDCTO Members Invited to Tourism Indaba “Smith Falls Short at Trials;

AUTD ELECTRICAL Opportunities and Key Community Updates Knox shows grit in Loss”
STARTER MOTORS & ALTERNATORS The Southern Drakensberg Community Tourism Organisation (SDCTORyaBameron Smith
HYDRAULIC PIPES & FITTINGS announced a range of opportunities for its members to participate irTtistan Smith just missed selection for
VEHICLE SERVICES upcomingrourism Indaba, taking place in Durban from 12—14 May 2026. KZN team following an anticipated sho
Local tourism businesses are invited to apply for limited opportunitiegigat the national trials, while Jaden Kn
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS attend the prestigious event. Two businesses will be selected to exhititigered a hardy performance in the r
BREAKDOWN SERVICES Indaba, with a comprehensive package that includes accommodation, relegjite falling short in the final round. Knt
exhibition space, and full accreditation. A further two businesses will rece@apeted on 7 February at the Shelly .

) accreditation for entry to the event. tion Sports Center on the South Co:
LUKE: 072 227 7285 0] B Y R4 o B /\pplications close on 3 April 2026and all qualifying submissions will béP€ning strongly against Nikodimos wi
TYROMNE: 082 782 8408 SAT: TAM-12 PM entered into a random draw to determine the successful participants. Sharp shots from a left-handed stance.

OFFICE: 033 7011 318 = i m 1 X . AR [T § 5 |n addition, members are encouraged to contribigle-quality brochures, €7 2 solid first round, he began to tire

photographs, and videoso be featured in a promotional compilation that E.e second and ultimately fell short in t
be showcased during the event. ird as momentum shifted. Smith foug

ﬂ'pa qu‘c,« Submissions close on 30 April 2026vith physical materials to be delivere r;/rZ] I'\r/ll?]g ?irg][ Egggggmaé ;ggggﬁfnncg I%
to the local information office or sent electronically. livering a promising performance in an ¢

Crafters from the district are also invited to participate by submitting an @M, pout. His opponents effective u
for display and sale at Indaba. One representative will be selected to qyﬁ—ees p.roved to be the difference

TYRE EXPERTS §{ CLOSER TO YOU

TYRES | BATTERIES

case the region’s craft offerings. . _Smith drew attention from coaches a
Access to an online appointment system will also be granted to faciig{gagers impressed by his potential,
BRAKES | SHOCKS [EIsmepssnes spite the loss. Both fighters, 2 of 3 ¢

Meanwhile, the SDCTO reminds members and visitors that due to Footfanélders of NUDFC, showed resilience
Mouth Disease (FMD) the Sani Spoors trails remain closed. No hikingigger stages and continue to build th
mountain biking is permitted across farm lands without prior approvateputations. With clear potential and gro
reminder that trespassing can be a serious offense. We need to protdogamngberience, they present emerging
respect our farmers during this difficult time. portunities for future sponsorship and s
In a related notice, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, together with the Ezemvelo Hpkt. Contact NUDFC: 074 930 7724

orary Officers has confirmed thhikers in the Sani Pass area are no . rlstan_ mit|

required to obtain permits from the Makhakhe Field Rangers Outpost, cornering Jaden

located 17 km along Sani Pass RoaBermits are available on weekends @ I Knox in his latest—
w

Lle public holidays, with alternative arrangements required during the we¢ bout £

Visitors are urged to comply, as patrols are in place and non-complia
Happens. ilegal
& Looking ahead, the SDCTO will hosBaecial General Meeting on 31 March
GEt lt sO I'tEd. 2026at 4pm, Underberg Country Club. The meeting will focus on prop(
amendments to the organisation’s constitution to align with the Nong
Pay Later. ‘Organisations Act. These changes aim to strengthen governance,

compliance, and enhance future funding and partnership opportunitidg

Members are encouraged to attend or appoint a proxy, as the outco

n pay-ﬂex play an important role in shaping the future of the organisation and to
L L £t SR Dl Sl o and equitable. The committee wishes
LHES SRR Those interested in joining the organisation are encouraged to becomepart embers that these concerns h

Bmg s oA Sty sk camy of this ever-growing and active tourism network. To join, contact a megRER heard and will be addressed at 1

of the team, email contact@drakensberg.org, or WhatsApp Sphamang OReetin ;
g.As avolunteer-driven orgar
SUpa gu Ick< 061 246 6166. ) sation, meeting frequency can be challer
rrrs ERin Dyng Sxpects Lastly, your SDCTO committee acknowledges that concerns have beeni_ %wever every effort is being mad

S
by members and are taken seriously. These include feedback that, Wﬂ% ove engagement and representat

SN

other's feel representation1 iS not always fi

UN DERBERG continued growth and expansion of membership, not all members fes ss an increasingly diverse and evo
033 7011198 52 MA| N RD equately represented on the organisation’s social media platforms, embership basgy Michelle Stevens
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Beyond the “Slop”:
Gareth Moulton
Helps Country
Women Find the
Human Heart in the
World of Al

Gareth Moulton, founder of e-
commerce fulfilment company
ideliver, met with members and i ; . Clocktower
guests at the monthlZountry - - o (LR Centre

Womenmeeting on the 4th of Ly Underberg
March. He shared his insights and i
experiences to demystify the 3 s f._i__ Fun

daunting world of artificial
intelligence and showed how the T e ﬂuffgaﬁ:uncy

Ermail; infoeploshyfen.co.ma
with a cogyg ol your uliihy bl
o gel oocess ioour Oter Club

Ut ram - UELLE its adoption of artificial intelligence - where seeing isn’'t alway
|| believing.
| Gareth strikes a far more positive tone when optimistically explaini
the capabilities of these technologies. He points to the over
improvement of quality of life with the advent of previous majo
technological leaps, such as the internet and social media. ! :
correctly notes that every time there has been major technologi - VAL goodies
advancement, it has brought about a net-positive result. J st for
Gareth provided some useful tips to keep oneself safe, such as ¢ = ¥ children
providing your banking details to humans ready to deposit fun
into your account. He also suggests using your credit card instq
PRt i P90 of your debit card for all online purchases due to advanced 90-0
Pu:::;::; *_n:;r:':-.'r'f_-;:ﬂ fraud protection only available to cre(_jit facilities. o
A A e Many Al systems .have come undgr fire by V\{atch(_:iog organisatio
PEONY PERFECT MIME¥ILLE) OR due to the perceived lack of ethical oversightisiness Insider
o rT“E G “:f”:_“" L reported on a class action lawsuit filed against billionaire Elon Musk
e i i xAl, where it alleges its flagship chatbot, Grok, was used to undre
and generate sexualised content of minors.
Gareth briefly touched on how Al models are programmed to be

priced Hickgls capabilities of Al are rapidly
: evolving. . ‘ . 'cmd
JITETINICN TN WINENECETAE with the rise of deep-fakes and “Al slop” (low-quality, high volumdilies = ‘T u Sa activities for the
| p{q,? . digital content generated by Al) filling our social media feeds, it ha e T kiddies
1 ﬁl{___ e&fzﬁ]ﬁ become increasingly difficult to navigate this changing world a
|

NN

/
‘4 SUBSCRIPTIONS
|

) '.- 4'.‘_

MOSOAY - FREAY BARS - 4Pk
BAT & PLIB HOLIDAYS Sakd — 1PAL

in yoar birthday month
B DE3 407 1969 - o
3 helpful as possible (some critics have even labelled this behavia '
ll l‘ I‘ ; ‘“ g § as ‘sycophantic’), up to the point of having an “Al hallucination”. s : -
! : 8 This is where the Al would confidently state inaccurate, nonsensic 4 = L Y AN i
“RIERIEENEY or false information as fact due to statistical mistakes, insufficie I I I I—- I—- I—- ’\'t (—-} ?\ ] I{ I—- I—-
HIMEVILLE-UNDERBERG data, and errors within the training data provided to these langug
. models.
GARDEN CL,U_,B 15 Apl’l| The impacts from these “hallucinations” have ranged from ming Local Farm Sho p
In April we will be visiting the garden of Amy annoyances to major life altering consequences, such as a lawyd
and Andre Swart, situated in Ridge Roafew York who was found having us€pen Al ChatGPT language
Underberg. _ model to write an entire legal brief with references to entirely fabricatg Breakfast & Lunch
Amy, our host and speaker, is a professionghyrt cases in order to prove precedéfdta v. Aviana 2028 The
landscaper who will be sharing her knowledgg,yyer was fined $5000 for having Al produce their legal brief, an
of compost making, the “black gold” for oUrineir career placed in jeopardy. Coffee & Treats
gardens. So please do join us in her beautifyhother alarming case involvédeta, Facebools parent company,
manicured garden on 15 April, starting at 10anyhere they produced a chatbot affectionately named ‘Tessa’ YDA T :
Visitors are welcome and the fee is R30, inclugsrovide people suffering with eating disorders Al-powered suppo OPEN DFAILY
ing teas and eats.Please remember to bring yahss outrage ensued when, in 2023, it was found that the Al chatl
own chairs and a hat. went off-script and started advising users to use “small amounts Clock Tower Centre, Oid Maln Rocd, Underbera
B E E | N FO R M E D methamphetamine” as an effective weight loss tool. B#taand
Open Alhave since made major improvements and insist correct . o
_ _ _ measures have been put in place to prevent harmful content f sanl Cur‘los
ﬁtepplr;)g onor cruslhmg a blee—eﬁpemally areaching users and to guide them to mental health resources.
oney bee—can release alarm pneromonegsareth wants us to remember that Al is a tool like any other. Altho
that signal danger to other nearby bees. it can be used for nefarious purposes, it has unimaginable pote @Clocktower Centre
This chemical message is designed to alerto affect positive changes in almost every aspect of our lives. A ' FI
guard bees to a threat, which can lead theng|ready revolutionising the field of medical science, with applicatio ||H
to become more defensive, agitated, ando real world tools that assist in diagnostics, personalised treat | |
likely to sting. options and drug discovery. According to an article by the Wo |
Key Details regarding this "message™: Economic Forum, new Al software is already “twice as accurate” !
The Scent of Alarm: When honey bees aremedical professionals when examining the brain scans of strg |
killed or threatened, they release compoundspatients. |I [ I
most notably isopentyl acetate, which smells As we stand on the precipice of this new digital frontier, the messa .
similar to bananas. from the informative meeting was clear: Curiosity should be tempe Cur' 10S
Targeting the Threat: The pheromone doesyith caution. While the risks L s
not act as a "revenge" signal but rather as af misinformation an Kikois Kikio Pants &
beacon to alert other bees to a threat. Theyhallucinations” are real, thi
will often attack the nearest moving object are the growing pains of
to the broken scent, which is usually the technology still in its infanc
person who stepped on the bee. By staying informed, practicil
Dead vs. Dying: Simply finding a dead, dried- digital safety, and embracil
up bee likely won't trigger an alarm, but crush- Al as a supportive tool rath
ing a freshly killed bee or a bee that has justthan a replacement for hun,
stung someone will release these chemicalsjudgment, our community ¢
Wasp Behavior: Similar to bees, crushing navigate this revolution wi
wasps or hornets releases pheromones thagonfidence As Gareth aptly
can trigger defensive behavior from the nestnoted, the future of Al is not
What to do: something to be feared, but|
If you accidentally step on or crush a bee, it resource to be harnessed fi
is recommended to move away from the areay,e greater good of society.
quickly to avoid being stung by other bees
responding to the alarm signal. . .
email angieivison@gmail.com By Reine Combrinck
to order honey

|

Country Women meet at 10am on the first Wednesday of every
month. Contact Reine for more information 076 444 4207.
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SANI COMMUNITY FORUM

BY: DI SUNTER

“YOU NEVER CHANGE THINGS BY FIGHTING THE EXISTING
REALITY. TO CHANGE SOMETHING, BUILD ANEW MODEL
THAT MAKES THE EXISTING MODEL OBSOLETE.” RICHARD
BUCKMINSTER FULLER.

President Ramaphosa has described local government as “the
weakest link in government service”, identifying it as a significant

C

L B

keyboard warriors who complain incessantly on the Infrastrt
Group, without offering a solution, appear unable or unwillin
help themselves create a new model, when clearly the old m
obsolete.

some meters returned in ©ld Main Road: Despite assurances from the municipalit
a damaged condition. contribution or solution has come into fruition. Residents usec
This is extortion and Own funds to fix the turn to Old Main Road, from their own poc
contravenes basic and a second residents work party is scheduled shortly. Re
human rights. These are doing it for themselves in the absence of service delivery.
actions have caused You Mr Butt and your sons. You are an asset to the communi

significant hardship and

barrier to economic growth and job creation. He further noted th&ncern within the community. Winter Appeal: We once again appeal to the community to k
many councillors have become disconnected from their communit@srtunately, Councillor Rowena Aldous donate old clothing items, blankets, non-perishable foods, or ¢
and lack basic financial management skills, with others beimgollope and Councillor Bradwyn Marnce, knit or crochet Beanies, for the vulnerable sector of our comrr
illiterate. While these remarks constitute a strong critique, they af@mediately took the matter to MP Sharal hese can be dropped off with Arthie Singh at Agrimark. Thank
not unexpected, especially in an election year. He went on to Siigh who, in a strongly worded letter to HamArthie., for ma_maging this. o

that poor service delivery and corruption, were instrumental in ti8vala Management, demanded answer®umping: A big thank you to Joy Woodroff for bringing to our attet
party’s decline. Following this, a two-day consulting meetingthe dumping at Sani Pass Crossroads, on Sunday morning. Liz
The President went on say that South Africa’s water crisis blam@s held by Harry Gwala District drove outthere to help clea_m up and found a huge bag_o_f napp
was largely at the local government feet, as a lack of maintenamgnicipality, with residents reporting that thehad been dumped along with the other bags. The Municipal Dt
and decades of neglect, have resulted in this dire situati@ardial meeting went off well with officials 1km away! Thank you, Liz. Please may we kindly ask that res
Government would relieve municipalities of their water provisiopeing helpful and friendly. assist our Tidy Towns endeavours by remaining vigilant, and ref:
duties if found to be lacking and would include laying criminahfrastructure Concerns. The Valleyview Roadhese serial dumpeBY: DI SUNTER

charges against municipal managers. Strong words indeed.  community took matters into their own hand B “And the sun took a
WATER ISSUES. Pay-as-you-go water meters were installeghd fixed their road themselves. Years o step back, the leaves
approximately 15 months ago and, following initial challengegmpty promises and endless meetings wi *F B lulled themselves to
appeared to provide a workable solution for both residents and the municipality with no progress, . o= sleep and autumn was
Harry Gwala District Municipality. However, without any formalencouraged these residents to be the |ead(_5;r'7r_ awakened.” .
consultation or due process, contractors recently removed samereating a better model for themselves, du i_.?+ﬂ' Raquel Franco
meters, leaving residents without water. to a failed local municipality. Congratulations™ = - ;
Residents were informed that the meters could not be regulategot@hese residents and to those feeding ar

control water flow as per the Constitution, and thus they had begipporting the teams. This was Communit

instructed to remove the meter entirely. In several cases, resideniss best. Valleyview Road Community, yo
were required to settle alleged outstanding historical debts, maitg an example to us all. Thank you. This it
owed by previous owners, before their meters were reinstated, withat can be achieved by other Roads, as tf

1. OLD MAGISTRA TES HOUSE (GOLD): sent
four Tidy Towns chaps to do a blitz clean-up
the weeds were getting out of hand but
require some help going forward as Histori¢
Society are not able to help financially anymg $
- only with the upkeep of the Cairn between ==
two villages.
2. PUMA GARAGE: made phone calls, seiigs
emails, pictures, videos requesting Tidy Tows
be given permission to just spruce it up butss
no avail.... -
3.STORMWATER catch pit covers: mad g5
several phone calls, sent pictures to Dept maSiaes
Transport they managed to put hazard tcce=sse

Photo: Paul Welch

Keep our town tidy — donate or care for your spot!
Ruth Crouch: 084 207 2057
Bank: Nedbank

TIDY TOWNS - 1316748650
Reference: Your Name / Spot

TIDY TOWNS

Gandhi said “You may never know wh
results come from your actions but if you
do nothing, there will be no result. *
So in light of that, | do get many positive
comments and thanks for the work Tid
Town does and the difference we hel@#®
to make here in NUD. One was fro
Gordon and Cheryl Hesom who said the
left Dundee because of the crime an
filth and decided to locate to Underbert
because one of the striking features
how tidy, pleasing and clean the
appearance of the village is. The othe
recent encouraging comment which

warmed my heart came from Nowanda who heads up Nedbank

fogds for that duration.
« . HANKYOU
Boxer centre. “l love all the bright yellow flowers round the small t%gwlzorest and Gardens for kindly giving

il

TIDY TOWNS

VUNFPEEBERG & HIMEFILLE

They are waiting for funds so | am told.

TIDY TOW?"! 4. POTHOLES outside Mahulu. Mr Butts Siss

IWDERBERG | MIMEY!
27th afternoon and Sunday'2&s they maintai
it is not good for their image. Approval W#ss
sought and the traffic dept. will cordon off the

3 MAY
A Himeville Museum Fundraiser
Entry R50 per person from 9.30am.
Kids under 12 free.Live music

rank and butchery, they make me happy especially when | am fegl ; .
depressed” and that was no prompting from me. You must als® chain saw at cost to be used for Tidy
uplifted when you visit the butchery to have Orbert meet and g e?\(l)vvgrtlaslue work outfits donated. one by Rode
you at the door with his warm happy round face. Matthew Champ%n 2ncer of Branson Dai Chemic’als an d){he 09,]{
you have one very good PRO assistant there !! b;F/JUFA ry

GUMBOQT DANCE COMPETITION - . 3. Blessed with numerous bags of agapant
I am so thrilled to announce that | have decided to stage this &/ Helen VVan Der Berg which we planted
again. It took place in Dec 2023 at the Peoples Park. It was suc, o (e village.

happy vibrant time with the sound of whistles, boot stomping feg Y TOWN BINS

chanting and rhythm as only the Zulu folk can do. Build it, Greendggf, a5 st. Pern will make some templates with
Tidy Towns etc. participated and even Doreen and | endeavour 't@ring TIDY TOWNS and so | plan to revam
perform some moves!! | do hope more businesses will enter a fgggé now tired looking metal rubbish bins whic

this year, be it just four to five folk in a team. | am hoping Berd r 7. Underberg boys painted in 2022. ¢

KENMO LAKE IS A PRIVATE PARK
KINDLY SHARED WITH YOU
BY THE LUND FAMILY.
KEEP IT TIDY

(de)
QD

Security, Magma, Agri Mark, TWK etc WiII_ente_r and mayb_e I'coyithe to repaint some 20 of them with a new log
persuade Round Table men to show their skills. In chatting to Any volunteers to paint some images ¢ o
Knox, we came up with the Sat'?Blay as a suitable date at 10.09 4 I

D : ; . em will be most welcome. | will be asking fo
again in Peoples Park. There will be prizes again for the best dre%g, donations for paint
best song and best dance. We all need some light hearted religf, LS '
a%one keen to have a mural done. | know Dc
Guy and Rob Leenhouwers and several of (

upliftment so | do hope more teams will participate for the fun
belonging to the NUD MURAL group would like

merriment of it.
| have been attending to the following:
to get our creative hands onto a new project. M
ElECT ROTECH FIELD SERVICES one long requested desire is to see two crown
cranes painted flying towards the berg on tt

ALL SATELLITE SYSTEMS

TIDY TOWNS

UNDERBERG B HIMEVILLE

SALES. REPAIRS & top next to the PEP sign and Rob has the t .
' zebra images in mind for the Ackerman corne
INSTALLATIONS Travel down through Hilton, Howick, Merrivale
tunnel and near to the Engen garage to see sc Y

DICK BERKELJON

lovely mural work. New Zealand and Australi
have developed a subculture for mural worl
None of our murals have been loud and brash
we would love to do some more.

Hopefully Splashy Fen and Easter visitors wi
love our villages as they drive through. We lov
our district and so let us ensure that our villag
do not get neglected. Let us ponder again
Gandhi’s words !'By Ruth Crouch

082 350 7891
electrotech@futurenet.co.za

Comboct Buth Crowch 042073057

CE COMPETITION

Beat unce— §Poeple's Purte Undirbery

Speak to me about Price
Lock installations
multichoice accreditation number 33008mc
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WINNING STOCK MARKET
STRATEGIES

EVERYTHING MACHINE :
WHY ALPHABET’S Al FLY-
WHEEL IS JUST GETTING
STARTED”

* EXTRAORDINARY PROF-
ITS FROM ORDINARY
SHARES

* WINNING STOCK MAR-

KET STRATEGIES *

Alphabet Inc (Nasdaq : GOOGL) has crosse
a Rubicon. The company surpassed $4(Q
billion in annual revenue for the first time in
2025 and the company is no longer just a
advertising giant.

Itis a full-stack artificial intelligence power
house whose diversified flywheel is
accelerating.

A positive view on the company rests o
three pillars :

1. An Al supercharged search
franchise with pricing power and
growing query volumes.

2. A cloud business that grew 48%

mountainecho.pw@gmail.com 082 4938700 PAGE 9
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Oakleigh

Funeral Home

Walling Alongside Gow

- SINCE 1999 -

Oakleigh Offers
a Wide Range
of Services:

Fursrol Srrongements

Plan to THRIVE In 2026

great flexibility and optionality.

The search business continues to evolve and is in fact growing

an accelerating rate. The Gemini App now has 750 million monthl

active users, up from 650 million in the prior quarter — growt

. ) trajectory that few consumer products in history have matched.
year-on year in Q25, with a 240 pphahet's distribution channel is structural. It has 8 product
glgli?]glza;g;?%:]hdat has doubled in j,,55ting over one billion users each.

3. A fortress balance sheet of $12Vg?gggg?ﬁg?gﬂg&?ﬁgfjﬁ%iﬁoog'e Cloud. At$17.7 billion
billion in cash and marketable Ay yith $127 billion in cash and a net cash position of $60 billio
securities that provides firepowerhe company can fund its massive investment in Al
for capital returns. To conclude, Alphabet enters 2026 in the strongest competi

Alphabet trades at a forward P/E of 23X, financial position in its history. A$400 billion revenue run ra
against a peer average of 39x. The company, accelerating Cloud business, a strategically advantagec
offers the most compelling value propositionatform, and a valuation that fails to reflect these realities crea
in the large-cap technology space. compelling entry point for long term investors. The market s valui
Alphabet is the parent company of Google|hhapet as a mature advertising company while we at Fene

the world’s most widely used search engingeg 5 rapidly compounding Al infrastructure and platform busin
with over 90% market share, and PIGty P g p '

24hr Caraline

086 111 1380

www.oakleigh.co.za

AP . akleigh
info@oakleigh.co.za Bakleig

% -

SPOORS

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO REOPEN THE TRAILS ......

WE ARE STARTING FRESH & WILL MEED ALL MEMBERS TO RENEW THEIR SaNMI
SPOORS AMNNUAL MEMBERSHIPS STARTING FROM AFRIL .. UNFORTUNATELY WE
CANNOT CARRY OVER MEMBERSHIPS AND HOPE YO CAN UNDERSTAND,

X . 271 Awith multiple vectors of durable growth. TRAILS WILL START
conste!latlonl of dhlgh'QmWFh SubSI(.Zifl_aI‘.IGISm a world where artificial intelligence is reshaping every indust SHEHING OnF BEaNE e
spanning cloud computing, artificial zlyhapet is not a passenger — it is the engine! i s e T T

WE KFFRECTATE YOUN PATIERCE WITH THE REQPENINDO. OF

intelligence, autonomous vehicles, health
THEM &5 T COMES &F & HUGE COST & VEkY LASDUR k

sciences and streaming videos.
Alphabet’s financial position is exceptional.

Lrad pravasreydyrsioom
o

INTEHEE Pyt el rees @ celac veo awreh

Al used William Meyer to write this article.

A 32% operating margin at $400 billion in If you are not happy with your portfolio performance or would ik x * »
revenue is rare at this scale and $73 billion i@ Second opinion, please do not hesitate to contact Fenestra 1 p—
free cashflow provides the company withfree review of your portfolid¥Villiam Meyer - 0796244031 * o * i
FENESTRA ASSET MANAGEMENT Call: 021 6897855 « | le.'??
Fsca Licence NO: 638 email info@fenestrasa.com or fam@mweb.co. ' BOOT & SADDILE o el s
Licenced Financial Service provider for 34 years website: www.fenestrasa.com for more info » .A. x e o it T
215 Century Alcohol TreatmentSarticie by Heidi kyle *ox X ——

Following on from last month’s article on alcohol | want to do &een very effective.

quick overview of a couple of treatment models of alcohol addictioAnother drug is Acamprosate which helps stabilise brain cher
One popular method is using a rehabilitation centre. Otherwidering withdrawal, reducing the physical distress of abstint
known as good old rehab. So popular it's become a pop cultisulfiram is sold as Antabuse and creates an allergy like re:
lexicon and a very lucrative business indeed. To rehab or nott@calcohol and deters patients from imbibing. All these drug
rehab? That's a good question actually as the model has a logwilable in South Africa and it's worthwhile seeking out a dc
drawbacks. Apart from rehab, some interesting and effective driggo is familiar with Alcohol treatments.

Venne ! Underberg Bowling Club
Time ;68h3e for oghos
are making their presence felt in the recovery community. The pluses of medication include lower costs, privacy, an i i i ot Pt e
The treatment landscape for alcohol use disorder (AUD) has shifedallity to maintain employment. The cons are significant bec
dramatically in the 21st century, moving away from a one-size-fitg¥edication does not address the psychological trauma or
all approach. isolation that often fuels addiction. Without a robust therap
Rehabilitation clinics vary enormously and many families are fiemework, pills alone rarely offer a cure.
crisis when the loved one enters rehab and so they have to midkglern recovery often thrives on a “hybrid” model—utilis
decisions fast and take what is available. evidence-based detox and therapy to stabilise the mind, |
| believe the most effective part of rehab is that it remov&gth long-term medication to manage cravings. As Dr. Wake
individuals from triggers, provides 24/7 medical supervision durirgjlggests, the key is moving away from anecdotal “cures’
detox, and offers an intensive community of peer suppoteward treatments backed by clinical data.
Unfortunately, many rehabs don't offer supervised detoxes ah@wever, Alcoholic Anonymous was founded on the princ ________  =ssee
that's usually because they lack the expertise or staff. If the relihBt the fellowship of each other can heal. Every person whc S REEEErE e e
doesn't offer outpatient follow up care either than altogether it&ddict must find their path and the only way to start is admi e a e S i A TY S A
not a lot of use. What happens when the patient is back amongsthire is a problem. Next month we will look at the statistic Hyltom 0M3 627 9673 Tex ONE NOL SHR0
their triggers, relationship issues and temptations? recovery and what is available for families of addicts.
The rehab model has faced increasing scrutiny in the last few years.
Dr Amy Wakefield, a young and leading light in the recovery
community, has expressed significant reservations about the reh

([ Only Flat choss or bare feet e worn)
Tkin
Cast

t 4 per Teami = T Club Bawler per Teani
1R 200 per player (Inelndes Luneh 3 Tea)
Macon & Egg Rolly Breakiast pn eale (R36)

LR R L

Smoking - Weight Loss -
Fears & Phobias - Depres-
sion - Anxiety - ADHD and

out that while some centers utilise gold-standard clinical care, oth much more

rely on outdated, non-evidence-based methods that lack scien

rigour. This “rehab roulette” means patients may pay premium prices E—

for programs that fail to address the underlying neurobiology of I—l — | ) | KYI E
addiction, leading to high relapse rates once the patient returng to * —

their normal environment. hypnosis & counselling

In contrast, 21st-century medicine has introduced pharmacologi
tools that allow for treatment within a patient’s daily life. Naltrexone

is one drug that blocks the endorphin rush associated with drinkij
effectively “un-learning” the addiction over time. The “Sinclai
Method” is a treatment programme that uses medication and

heidikylepractice@gmail.com
082 386 1053 www.heidikyle practice.co.za
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collated in order for the permit system for re-
moving “problem” animals to be effective.

Many eland were successfully translocated from
Bushmans Nek to Cathedral Peak. Using
collars on individual animals helps with know-
ing their movements.

Alien Plant identification booklet is available and
Kevin Fraser, with Julie Braby and
Michelle Hamer were thanked for the enormous
amount of work that has gone into
producing this publication. It is a vital educa-
tional tool for landowners and estate agents tg
have access to.
Donations and Funding is always a necessity t
keep the group relevant and active. We are
grateful for those who contribute in cash (0ul;zimkulu Hide is temporarily closed
collection boxes and donations) and in kind humans, but the local wildlife is breaking
with expertise, equipment and materials. Thg p-ond' new pond, and a few VIP gue
group received permission from SARS to offer o, /o already stopped by!
oo o — While the Mzimkulu Hide remains clos

- — Special Projects for 2026 _
AGM — Southern DrakenSberg Honorary Officers. 11 March 2026. The Southern Drakengmﬁg of the projects p|anned for the Commg ye%f:lget%Lt:gec;r?(g?e";?nosoérgrrl]dvl\\;ll%ﬁltfg ilcs:_l_

Honorary Officers held their Annual General Meeting, where the office bearers for the 3Q26(e:

2027 term were appointelérom left to right: Lauren Manthe (Treasurer), Cayla Beghin « Cobham campsite revamp Poa?geoio;cigutidev;(r)élgl,gg{/zﬁnlrrédstgsesgg
(Secretary), Julian Simon (Chairman), and Simon Acutt (Vice Chairman). » Garden Castle ablutions ing Site. As part of those efforts, a n
We look forward to another productive year ahead, with many projects and events plarg8eed Pass clean-ups water pdnd was recently installed ,near

within the community. * Trail mapping hide to create an additional water sot

» Wintershoek huts
: : . - . ; . tually, hot
Ezemvelo. They also assisted with replacing the damaged gate with a sliding one. * Giants Cup Trail marking — HO’s have aIread;éor;\gr']l?g'fgp%%c:wer:/l?yn f%? \);ls?tlrrlzwg%e;

Water Tables and Aid Stations in 2025 brought in much needed funds for our profatted on this k

However, this year we reduced the number of events we worked at because over the Ekend collaring nE) ;mg naa;]eccee nt vgeeesksl?/orr?omtosnggtﬁ:
with the increase of these activities in our beautiful area we have been overstretched Er further inquiries about joining the group ODrakensberg Priority Spe’cies Monit
assist with them all. Our members Jelle and Cynthia Meintsma have been the stalwart afteding assistance in any way please Malibongwe Sibiya, was fortunate to
nators and their hard work and organization have been at the forefront of the successcdrtiagt:- serve two Bearded Vultures and a Verrea
have been regularly helped by a core of HO'’s and we are also grateful for the participatidmaafman Julian Simon 0836516777 or, eagle on site — an encouraging reminde
non-members who come along to work and enjoy the comradery. sdhochairman@gmail.com the positive impact of these ongoing
Sani Pass Project of alien plant clearing and clean-up are ongoing throughout the ye@eanettary Cayla Beghin 0824932305 of, > saysWildlife ACT’s Southern
into the next year. Follow up on removing trees and brambles is important and the incestbanrsecretary@gmail.com Drakensberg Coordinator, Lexi
necessity to remove carelessly thrown litter is a problem. We were grateful to have the assist- Theocharopoulos '

ance of tour operators in the recent cleanup.
FOOT & MOUTH DISEASE

10 online mountainecho.co.za

mountainecho.pw@gmail.com

UMZIMKULU
VULTURE HIDE
__CLOSED - FMD

Cobham Nature Reserve needs continual help with repairing or upgrading facilities likg
day visitor ablutions and Polela Hut. We’ve had help from the Mountain Club; our mem
helped with braais and the water facilities in the camping area. Eland Management with Eze

and HO'’s working as liaison with landowners is proving
to be beneficial. This has always been a rocky path but now the issuing of and follow

TWK FINANCIAL
SERVICES
AGRICULTURAL

Credit
Solutions

Monthly Account

Conveniently make day-to-day
purchases at any TWK branch cross South
Africa.

Enjoy an inferest-free period for the first 30
days, with payment due 30 days from the
statement date.

Production Facility

* Financing designed for agricultural inputs and
production-related expenses.

* Flexible repayment terms aligned with your harvest income,
with a maximum repayment period of 12 months.

* Benefit from a competitive, personalised inferest rate.

Revolving Facility

* Continuous financing for agricultural needs, covering both daily and seasonal
production inputs.

* No fixed repayment terms, with facility usage required to be equal to or greater than
twice the credit limit over a 12-month period.

* Enjoy a competitive, personalised interest rate.

Additional Benefits

¢ Access to all TWK branches across South Africa and direct purchases from approved
suppliers.

* Place direct orders with suppliers within the TWK network.

» Cover servicing and repair costs at TWK Mechanisation branches.

 Finance your TWK Crop Insurance premiums.

Asset Financing

¢ TWK also provides financing for the purchase of agricultural equipment through our
TWK Mechanisation branches.

CONTACT RODNEY SHUTTLEWORTH TWK TRADE NEW TRADING HOURS:
Credit Solutions

T: 083 271 0438
www.iwkagri.com fXinOD

Underberg | Swartberg | Cedarville
Ixopo | Kokstad | Howick
T: 033 701 2229 | E: underberg@twkagri.com

Biosecurity is not a suggestion.
It is our only line of defence

ou move animals without permits or ignore basic hygiene, you are putting the
country at risk.Section 11 of the Animal Diseases Act, 1984 (Act No. 35“of 1984), pl
legal obligation on all animal owners and farm managers to take reasonable steps tc
their animals from becoming infected and to prevent the spread of the disease.

Essential biosecurity measures include: Limiting or postponing the introduction of ne
mals onto farms. Introducing animals only from known, disease-free“sources with
health declaration. Preventing direct contact between farm animals and“those out
farm. Maintaining secure farm boundaries and restricting“access to livestock areas. N
ing human and vehicle access to farms, with“proper disinfection protocols in plac
movement of cattle, sheep or goats must be accompanied by an owner declaration cc
the animals origin and health status. The recipient at the destination must pr
signed“undertaking that the animals will be isolated for at least 28 days before inte
with the main herd Livestock farmers and the public are urged to adhere to the followir
all illegal movements. Never move cattle, sheep,goats or pigs without a signed healtl
cate and valid permits. Ensure anyone entering a farm uses disinfectant footbaths an
sprays to prevent carrying the virus on shoes or tyres. Keep newly purchased sto
pletely separate from the main herd for at least 28 days. If animals show signs
drooling, limping, or sores on the mouth or feet, contact a state veterinarian imme
Maintain fences in good repair to prevent contact with roaming herds or wildlife.

MOTHS - The Saddle of Boot VALLEY VIEW ROAD
and Saddle Shellhole & MORE

As the grip of FMD tightens, we continue to express$ am pleased to share positive news follow
our thoughts and support for our local farmers. Theshe recent strategic planning and draft buc
are difficult times, be strong. April will be a busy discussions for the 2026/2027 financial ye:
and exciting month for the Boot and SaddleDuring the planning session held in Durb
ShellholeWe are holding our annual Fun Day this week, funding was provisionally allocat
Bowls Competition on Sunday 19 April. We for the repair and upgrading of Valley Vie
currently have teams coming in from the South Coa$toad in Underberg as well as the side roac
and possibly PMB as well as a number of locaHimeville. For some time, | have consisten
teams. Don't hesitate, get your names in now. If youaised the condition of these roads and the
do not have a team or partners, or woods to playact that deteriorating infrastructure has
with, we will provide for you. The theme is ‘Tramp’ our local economy and community safety. |
or ‘Hobo’, so dress down and join us for a fun daytherefore encouraging to see that these
Bacon and egg rolls will be on sale for breakfasterns are now reflected in the draft budget
whilst tea and lunch will be provided for players.we welcome the municipality’s positive r
Prizes to be awarded for the best/worst dressed teaponse. While the budget must still go throt
and the best/worst dressed individual. The populahe formal approval process, this allocati
corner-to-corner closest to the bottle competitiomepresents a significant step forward an
will also be held. The Boot and Saddle Shellhole wilktrong indication that persistent advocacy
be manning the Sani Pass Border Post Aid Statidmehalf of our communities is making a diffe
for the upcoming UTD Marathon taking place onence. Itis important to note that the Himevi
the weekend of 2%4to 26" April. Friday night will ~ side roads is an extensive project and will
see the UTD160 (160kms / 100 miles) and Saturdgyhased over several years. | will continue
afternoon the UTD 100 (100kms) events comingnonitor this process closely to ensure t
through the station. Be there to support the runnerthese commitments translate into real imprc
We have officially said good by to two of our stalwartments on the ground. Reliable infrastructur
members and wives. Chris and Lel Mattssoressential for economic growth, tourism and
transferred to Up Noth Shellhole PMB and Garydaily lives of our residents, and | remain co
and Jayne Smith transferred to Blaze Away Shellholmitted to ensuring that the needs of f
Mossel Bay. We wish them well on their respectivdnderberg and Himeville communities a
endeavours. Should you wish to get involved wittprioritised. Thank you to the residents w
the MOTH, either as a veteran or as a supporter dfave continuously raised these concerns
the Shellhole, please feel free to contact me. Monthiyworked with us to push for solutions.
meetings held on the*Thursday of the month ay

18h00lvan Reynolds — Old Bill - Boot and Saddle Rowena Aldous-Trollope DA Councillor
— 082 5300 935 NDZ Municipality
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WH ERE TH E WI LD M E was far too airy fairy. However, at the time there was a prof
named Dr Dieter Osteroff who carried a lot of weight. He ranfthe
Zootechnics department which incorporated genetics, blood typing
AR E DNA analysis, nutrition, and animal management.

; ; ...He stood up and said “Give him a chance. We do not know wherg this SPC

| wonder how many of you enjoy watching Ben Fogle on TV wmﬁ. g o . . . 1 .
his program “Where the Wild Men Are “? | know | do. In it heW”LLe?gl'JrI]t d's Aangesv(\; ﬂ\il)?}‘anHV?/;go idv'gnngt T)Z\i/t?oﬁ ?naf]'ics \gztegr ;rgm Sani Pass Carriers
travels the world visiting various men and women who have chosgﬁ 9 . ' 9 PO: P 15 Old Main Road

A : nd true to his word he developed the whole idea and went on tg earn ain xoa
to go and live in very out of the way places. | love watching g master’s and | think a doctor’s degree too. He also develo and
because | am fascinated by how they live, far away from arﬁ‘arketed courses for people like dgog trainérs and other topd Underber
amenities and live very stripped-down lives. iould improve their skills in communicating with animals. Adog tra OFSSE HIQFEJIRS

But how many of you know that his father is Bruce Fogle, : : ;
g o new well Glynne Anderson did one of his courses and gained
Canadian vet who for years has had a practice in London. B lﬁights. She became a huge fan. 8.30AM - 4.30PM

occasionally mentions his father was a vet, but he is very ignord hink the horse world would agree as they have long known goout SATURDAY 8.30AM 11AM

of what vets do on a day-to-day basis. This was very evident wh < | have stood in awe at how a rider can et a areat bia horsd to ]
he went to stay with a young woman vet in Malaysia who had sgt>: |\ o= SO0 angetag 9 EANIT 42, Campsdrift Park
their bidding with just the touch of two fingers, or heels and hafpds:

up an animal charity there. (It makes me think of the photo o . : 3 Brayford Road
Facebook recently of Tod Collins with his grandchild castratin ha(tjvxprlg tOE ‘baﬁ changedhsmc_e men like Monty”Ro_befrts appqared.
calves one day...Ben obviously missed the memo to go and ad his boo _T e Man Who Llstens_to Horses_. It is fascinatjng. OFFICEHOURS
something similar with his own father that day.) am sure we will never know all there is about this but at least Ipt us MON - FRI
Bruce Fogle leaped to fame in the “eighties Wﬁen he wrote 2 bookeeP exploring and looking,,..and above all, an open mind. 8.00 AM - 4.30PM

¢ Perhaps | am unduly a fan of Prof Osterhoff..not only was he g very saTURDAY 8.00AM - 10AM

about communicating with your dog and cat. It was qui ever man but in my early years a fussy little lecturer in an iri
groundbreaking to learn about how you could communicate WifH y yy y or enquiries please contact

: nagement tried to fail me for not know how to put a horse’s trogting us on:
?neyn;h:?htgfr than just get them to do what you want and not bmrﬁ%?rness together. Just in case | ever went to Australia, | suppope 7333-7011017/ or 0832875183

| had a vet friend Johan Odendaal who graduated a year after ﬁgr_tunatily for me lProf Osterhoff overruled him as | had a very good Email:
At the time he had a practice in Bloemfontein. This fascinated hiﬁgir;ngirff(a'?ei?'gaim%nﬁr?g;n%?;' | wondef i accounts@sanipasscarriers.co.za
He left his practice and went back to the Faculty of Vet Science p ’ )%/ Llew Evans operations@sanipasscarriers.co.za

Onderstepoort to try and pursue it. But he was laughed out é?eijﬂz\t/?r: rﬁ}iﬂ:gﬁg%g;g‘:ﬂ@%gg t(;]oe r?gf : red vet

court. ggaid to admit. Agood vet friend of mine Stave?’ -‘\

The Veterinary Faculty staff at that time were divided between tho ce told me he would never aqain use aldru
who had originally trained as vets and those who had oth&l! 9
backgrounds and other degrees. The gap was the size of the Gnausea and vomiting. When | asked why,, h

Rift Valley in Kenya. %id because he recently gave it to a do
Let me quickly say there were some very clever and knowledgear%e dog then went home and tried to bonk t

men like Dr Gernica who taught us histology and embryology wh ; S
did not have a veterinary background, but they were in the minorgrgﬁn ?ngggsliglrg Q%esgrf?e'éttshaég# tes
Johan was told this human - animal thing belonged on the m Y P ' p,n
campus in the psychology department and not at Onderstepoorgfpuld check. |-

Helping South Africa’s Dairy Cows Perform at Their Best

The formulation includes:

?gng Clopomon which is widely used [for

{ UNDERBERG
VETERINARY SURGERY
Weekdays 08h00-16H30

e _— % Vitamin A for eye, lung, reproductive and immune health Saturdays 08h00-12h00
@. @. % Vitamin D for strong bones, improved immunity and reduckd  54_nour emergency: 082 577 9976
= 4 mastitis risk o , . Office: 071 681 1727
S . % V|t§1m|_?kE, al'i)owerful antioxidant that supports immuni inderbergvets@gmaiLcom
unigue complemantary d and milk quality ‘ :
“mmwh“ﬁ:fmﬂ Essential trace minerals such as copper, cobalt, selenium, mangfiquag, _ 2dmin@nudvet.coza
eplimal periormance in dairy cattie. and zinc play vital roles in immune response, fertility, bolhgs 1" -
& Pt development and udder health. Magnesium and sodium assist hj ,"l& T
[ &t” maintaining the crucial energy balance needed in high-produ ) al k-
s cows. 2
: 1___,, e The Ro_le onymic_Acid _ o _ _ _ Rﬂbjes D‘ﬂy BAM -
g =N A key ingredient in Ultra Min Dairy is humic acid, known for it esmrrapnay. 28 March Y
@ ;- antioxidant and immune-supporting properties. Studies SUJgES it I yunesntin coustey c1us “
__‘_/J_.,__ % Support rumen health and better fermentation e - o
QM = - % Improve intestinal integrity : il
' e/ % Enhance feed intake and nutrient utilisation Bk L

.. 0 . - -
Ultra Min Dairy offers practical nutritional support for modern, (;2 alélljpp?é:jﬁglé)ssté%n;t?cuggltrcaozdngIg(n)gerlndastitis

ANIMAL WELFARE

glg?(-perfol;mmg hgd”sogz 5204131 For farmers, this means cows that are better equipped to cope wit { FR E E
y eren browne L€ : A stress of high production and the demands of early lactation. [ i‘ t

Dairy farming in South Africa has evolved significantly over the pag - VACCINATION

few decades. Today’'s dairy cow is often described as a “sug‘aCtlcal and Easy to Use

performing athlete” — producing more milk than ever before whi yond formulation, ease of use matters on a busy farm. li

still being expected to maintain fertility. strona immunity and over tra Min Dairy can be applied directly on top of feed or added
h(l,althl g exp intai iy, g immunity v ater troughs. It mixes well with water and, once mixed, remains

. . . : stable, homogeneous state — ensuring consistent intake acros
With rising feed costs, climate pressures and tight margins, | 9 9

dairy farmers know that keeping cows healthy and productive is o)
just good practice — it's essential for sustainability.
Ultra Min Dairy has been developed with these modern challenge

mind. Healthy cows are productive cows. When nutritional needs

Supporting the Demands of High Production roperly supported, cows are better able to maintain milk product
High-producing cows require targeted nutritional support to meet ggveyaftgrpcalvir{g and respond effectively to health chpalleng TUESDAY 7 APRIL 2026

physilcal det[nan?s q(fjlactatlion antdfreproldtjc(;ior)t.hultra Mti_n ID%iry '$fan industry where every litre of milk counts, practical nutritio
complementary liquid supplement formulated with €ssential vitamidy, port like Ultra Min Dairy may offer South African dairy farmers UFASALE YARDS,

trace elements, macro minerals and humic acid to help support opti % . ; .
performance. P SUPPOTt OPT i itional tool to help their herds reach optimum performance. SANI PASS

Underberg Farmers Association By Wayne Mc Namara UFA community Liaison officer associations and commodity organisati

After running to the hills, afraid of the ‘groot gevaar,’ | was reluctanti¢ handful of districts that were able to limit the spread of the dise%%grorctgmtm?ongl r? ?Ju nntqczrnpar:gvﬁ:gb
convinced to return to my post. No, | did not take leave, | merely p@f this long. o _ _ pl?]vinciny the ga ga ersyto awitidn o
my head down and got to work. We have collaborated diligently with colleagues in communal areasqgd stress?n the ir¥1 or}gance of ‘affiliatio
We have all been on high alert since the first case of FMD in ofReP us up to date with credible information. When the vaccine rofl, .. - andginformart)ion become much e
district. And have not taken time to let our engines cool. With tt@it began for our communal areas. We were firstin line. The week Ot (=15 o 0 o o s
great migration due to repeat this month, some might find tHze 09'of March marked the beginning of the vaccination drive inour “ =20 = 25 Boe ) 0 o %” |
opportunity to relax and unwind. communal areas. With twelve dip tanks completed on the first day; ssages. And if in doubt come intg
We have been Cha”enged by the slow response of our governn{érﬁ-a“ng a wall of vaccinated animals around our commercial farm > iceS gnd.ask For non-farmers. vou are
and the forever changing goal posts. Without mentioning nam@¥iring the week of the 69 many local folk were confused by the .~ =5 0 &0 S m c;fysometl
we should be grateful to those who stepped up despite the enorriitiix of government vehicles. Our local B&Bs benefitted with alf r than the ‘aroot aevaar.’

of the task. As Underbergers, we are a difficult bunch. Most certaifigly rush to the season. However, rumours quickly spread about rﬂg{he fi sidegthe d% s are aetting sh
a boulder pile of mountain men. work being done. A burning point being why our commercial farme d the nl? hts cooler %/his rergnindsgus i
We are now in the thick of it, with vaccinations ongoing an¥ere being left out. To clarify, vaccinations on commercial farms sta re?ad fort%e changes on the wav. Even
numerous cases of the disease on our farms. Our local vets H@/der through our esteemed vets. - o o dyark shadow agbove us. we )gtill nee
done a sterling job navigating the government requirements df@€eping our emotions in check and verifying information is key ) ’

; . . tinue farming.
getting all our farms on the right side of the fence. We at the UAeventing unnecessary stress. While also staying up to date \&RH 9

. : ) o nd to Mark Andersonumsenge trees ar
have done our best supporting our vets, while also ensuring we @@&elopments around this disease. _ _ o Hmsenge |
up to date on cases in our neighbouring communities. We are ond@@ther point I would like to make is the importance of supportingetter than mielies, I cant agree with you

S .flexibility allows farmers to incorporate the supplement into thEEpYy I =Xe] =1 N = @R 8] =Ny N =
existing management systems without disrupting daily routines.

ﬁw%sting in Herd Health
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ACUTTS

REAL ESTATE
UNDERBERG

UNDERBERG VACANT LAMND IN GATED ESTATE
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This 90eqpm stand In the secure The Meadows Estate offers breathtaking
viewd of the Elr.:kullt-b-erg Mountains. Located at the and of a guist
cul-de-sac, it provides privacy with no passing traffic. The estate features
twd catch-and-redagse dams, 8 swimming poal, fenns ooart, and
clubfiouses, Waler and sectricily ane already installed. and & oncs-off
stabdlization fea of R20L,000 applies. Enjay the perfact setting for bullding
vour dream home in oa safe, familly-friendly  geacetul  refreal

FAMILY HOME IN THE HEART OF HIMEVILLE

Set In the charming village of Himeville, thes zolld four-bedroom,
twa-batheoom home offers cordortabde Family living. B Teatuses two
loumges; a surey sunraom, and a pul-style enterfainment anea perfect for
gatherings, The spacious fitted kitchan forms the haart of the home, Enjoy
mounbain views and @ special garden feature — the ared's oldest cherry res,
Ample covered carports ensure plenty of parking in this pracetul village.

CHARMING COLNTRY HOME
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This ideal Cowntry home affer 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, open plan
|eaingedining area with feeplace, kitchen and separate soullapyutility soom,
Large upstairs oL The loungs leads oull anto a covered verandah with Bt n
beraad o enjoy the entertaining lifestvle. Separate modern 1 bedroom flat.

CAPE DUTCH HOME WITH SEFARATE COTTAGE
e il A
EXCLUSIVE
FAMNDWATLD

Located on leafy Arbuckle Streef in Henevile, thes charming Cape
Dutch-stwle home aflers rancuillity and couritry charm. The 4-bedroom,
A=hathroom hoeme features a cozy lounge with fraplace, country kitchen,
laundry ard scullery. Enjoy & covered patio, braai area, ire pit and pizes
oven under a pergola, perfect for entertaining. The spacious garden
Includes frult trees, a workshop, staff accommodation and a separate
Muter cottages with its own entrance, idesd Tor rental income or family,

COMTACT OLIR AGEMTE
Frspet Aot 073 171 4
i HEarivy Abbet DE2 923 TRED
Haairy Albetl O7& 932 1487
Lyrire Wikiile OEY THAOXD

SCAN PO MOBE LISTINGS

) underberg@acatts ro.7a
o o33 70 138

082 493 8700

A vl

HIMEWVILLE - R 2 200 GGO

Soak up the miowniain wews and sunsets from this
Charmang horma ot ina large, SWeoping cosniry
garden, & separate fiathet is sutable for staff
accommodation or rental Income

Paula Bullimore
27 (0)79 431 0100

Digphmoiad witky i PEOW, - Full Sranes 5RE

UN DEI:‘EEF'{'. R1775 000

Leaking for a chasming getaway o a ooy Herg
Fearmie? This wnigquo bag cabin with extra guest saite
oould Be just whiat yow are loaking far

Faula Bullimore
27 (0)79 431 010N

Dhigirandtatl st Thee PEOW, - Full Sranas SR
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Dalighthal cataen nestled in Soorston Yalley waan
stunning mauntain viess. Offaring open-plan liking
and off-grid potential An ideal chalce for a peaceful
ERCAPE O @ SMart investmant oppartunity.

Jade Llowd
<27 (0)72 7194 2
Aagivered with the FRRA - Figll Sana FRG

mountainecho.pw@gmail.com
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PROPERTY SHOWCASE

Underberg

H'ME"-.-ILLE FE' UE-L' OO

Family homa tucked aaay on a private, managoabila,
lewed stand, Fles a bwo-bedroomed cottapes sutabla
far exktra guests or rental income.

Paula Bullimore
+2°7 (0179 490 r:nr:n

Aepsiegd wirm thaa PORS - Full S2ane FRI

UNMDERBERG - R 5350 000

Beautifully maintained srmalihoiding offering a rane
combinasion of stylish iving weth micantain viess

Incorms potohtial from established guest cottage
Ciamng land far Iveswack

Paula Bullimore
+27 [0)79 49 u1|:|1

a1 g a0y [ P Fuli S ane FFL

UNDERBERG - R1 895000

Contemoarany, s manenance home showcasing
sturining Orakensborg viesss. Featunng bwo en-soae
bedrooms ard a light-filed cpen-plan iving anea, it's
parfectly suited 10 nelaxed retred mountalin iseng

Khwezi Ngoobo
+27 rDI'T-‘3 301 3957

Al st vl Hhe FRRLG - Fl |l foabum FRE

Sl beeng Estane un;.cr- C i Fam Codding Propoeties Registhored with ths BPRREG, Hodder of g Business Property Bk omes FRC Operatag o
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