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Safety. Convenience. Mobility.

Thank you N3 TC for your loyal support, and
under standingasTitle Sponsor of TheDrak Challenge
over thepast 13 yearsand helping our community
onceagain with R190 000.

N3TC has been the title sponsor for the Drak Challenge since 20%8e N3TC, their efforts with the Drak Challenge have brought i
and has contributed significant financial benefits to many locabver R2m in sponsorship for the event to date. Combine that
organisations over the years and has stepped up again by giviiitg economic impact of Drak Challenge weekend (estimated at R

our district R190 000 that was allocated for2626 N3TC DRAK
CHALLENGE to distribute to worthy causeRichard Jar dine of

the Canyon Kayak Club was instrumental in asking N3TC if it wa

still possible to receive their sponsorship allocated for20g6
N3TC DRAK CHALLENGE. Chief operating officer of N3T@;hania
Dhoogra did not hesitate giving to our community once again.

The Canyon Kayak Club is extremely excited, proud, and thankful
report that the N3TC has again provided a large sponsorst.
donation to the Club despite the cancellation of the Drak Challen
These donation funds are to be distributed to 10 local organisati
in lieu of benefits/income they normally would have generated frol

the Dak Challenge weekend.

.I". -

| Caught Penny Mc Kenze, Udette Pretorius, Nicolas Rossouw and Trish
Anderson hard at work in the White Elephant stall room for the Pevensey
Feteon 5 SEPTEMBER

These organisations are: Underberg Primary School, Pevensey P
Faithway School, Wattle Clearing Project, Sani Round Table, CHO
Giants Cup Animal welfare, Southern Drak Honorary Officers, arf@
Tidy towns.
Once again, the N3TC has been a generous and very special spgs
to our community.

The relationship between the Underberg community avpd Live
is one that dates back for many years, back to 2008 when the |
team became involved in the Drak Challenge.

SuBerry,and Andrew van Rensbur g (wholivesin Under ber g) have
been thedrivingfor cebehind all thecommer cial sponsor shipsthat
havecomeintotheDrak Challenge.

From the early days ¢fansato Global Trader, and more recently

million), and even more so the economic impact of Splashy IEI [

(estimated at R210 million), Impi Live have been a significant=
ontributor to the economic development of the region, and off the
ack of that the significant contributions that both these events

able to make to community-based projects.
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AUG 22 MOTHSfundraiser golf day @ Underberg Country Clutir450 per player contact | van Reynolds 082 530 0935

AUG 26 Quiz Night 6pm, Underberg Co_untry Club R60 per person, teams(_bMtact Trish 0660033773 _ _ UNDERBERG
SEPT 4 Putt for a Purpose UEM Sfundraiser @Underberg Country CluB.merican Four Ball Scramble.Sponsor ships& Entries: 072 486 6895

SEPT 5 Pevensey Place Fete @ Underberg Primary SchoBbntact |lenevan Dyk 082 925 7869 SUPERSPAR
SEPT 12 FAB FAIR, livemusic and market stalls @Spiers Restaurant, Himevilleontact Michelle Pitman for atable.

SEPT 12 Swartberg Far mer sAssociation Show @ZFA Showgroundsontact Caela Fitch for stallsand info 0605060077 or zfa@zfa.co.za

SEPT 16 Garden Club Meeting @ llene & Terence van Dyk’s garden in Himeville. Speaker, Amy Swart on azaleas, camelias and rhododerfldisPORTS
SEPT 19 Rhino Peak Challengeto pledge/payment/entry, please email: r pc@africamassive.co.za

OCT2-4 2026 UFA Agri & Lifestyle Show! @Underberg Farmers Association Showgroumdsact admin@kznufa.co.zato book a stall COMMUNITY
OCT2-4 UFAYOUTH SHOW @Underberg Farmers Association Showgroudsact Kim Fraser 0826590649

OCT 3 Sani PassTimeTrial visit www.sanipasstt.com to enter

NOV 7-8 Under berg OPEN GARDENSon Underberg South, and Loopy Lahalow uson Facebook for updates EVENTS WITH
NOV 14 Sani Stagger info@Sanistagger.co.za

NOV 14 Under berg SUPERSPAR food and wineshow THIS SPACE
NOV 28 Himeville Museum Christmas M ar ket @Himeville Museum contaétitt Du Preez 071 898 7892

DEC5 Sanl Round Table Touch Rugby Tour nament contact M att Hayes 0636828571

DEC 12 ChristmasMarket @ TheL ocal Collection contact L auren Perks079 244 9601

SPAR:DAILY
TOPS:MON-FRI

7AM- 7PM

8AM-7PM
SAT 8AM-5PM

“*SUN 10AM-3:30PM

topsl -

. 1033701 1554..Main Road, Underberg, 3257
UNDERBERG ‘Click & Collect : 078 089.6579 -
" r. _-‘::—,‘._:-._.___ .
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Highlands Church International

Johann and Debbie Van As 033 7011470 Su
day: 08:30 Prayer Meeting 09:00 Celebratio
Service 09:00 Kids for Jesus (all ages wej
come) Monday:Homegroups 18:30 Tueg
day:15:00 Pevensey Ministry Thurs-
day:18:00 Prayer MeetingAlternate Fridayq:
06:00 Men's Sunrise coffee (confirm 033
7011470)

Underberg Congregational Church

-
L

Church Times: Sunday Services at 09:00. Ct |
dren & Junior Church at 09:30 Bible Studie
on Thursdays: at 10:00, contact Erika Smi
082 - 688 6759& at 18:00, contact Ray Scc
083 -4136917.We hire out our facilities at tr
House of Grace for private or business me:
ings / functions /training courses. Conta
Daniela 082 - 403 8864

S Michael's andAll Angels service

The Eucharist service is at 9 am every Su
day with Sunday school at the same tim
Thank you. Rev Kayla Urbasch 082 466 81

Berg Community Fellowship
meeting at Faithway Christian School
11 arbuckle Sreet

"DON'T BE LEFT
OUT IN
THE COLD

THIS WINTER!™
Contact RICHARD SUNTER

the approved MEGAMASTER

WOOD BURNING STOVES
supplier and installer.
0713610273

Peta Parker Properties
Office - 033 701 1777
Home-087 802 8327

Cell -Peta - 083 305 3009
Cell Lelani - 0784069355
Email -
info@ppproperties.co.za

RHINO PEAK CLIMB FUND RAISER
Lelani will be representing us by climbing
Rhino Peak in aid of raising funds for Gia
. Cup Animal Welfare. You can do your bit for t
incredible establishment who selflessly give
their time and resources to take care of the
and abandoned animals in our community.
funds received go directly to GCAW. Due
unpredictable weather an announcement w
made if necessary to postpone the date o
hike. The date may change but the cause
the same!
UNDERBERG R1 450 000
Spacious 3-Bedroom Family Home with Fla
and Beautiful Garden Setting. The home
tures three spacious bedrooms and two &
rooms. The main bedroom boasts an en-
bathroom complete with a bath, shower, b
and loo, while a second shared bathroom i
1| ted with a shower, basin, and loo. Adding

Peta Parker
Properties
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Every Sunday at 9 a.m. Phone Pastor Dennis
on 0834407889 for more info.

FOR SALE
MAKOTI

SERVICE EXCELI

@

SALT & PARTNERS

PASTEL ACCOUNTING TRAINING

SUPERIOR

DUVETS

E® C'B

DOWN
PRODUCTS

e —

equip participants with
essential skills.

(&) rsveBY:

Q 031-701-0381
[~ ]

27 August 2026

adming@ldsale.ooza

| Lunch Included

‘ we )

Bisneay | prigadens | aeytime

MOUNTAIN ECHO |

Is Your newspaper.
Your input is valued!

DEADLINE DATE
SEPTEMBER 11
DISTRIBUTION DA TE

SEPTMBER 18
MOUNTRINIECHO

MOUNTAIN ECHO BASED
IN UNDERBERG facebook
page for photos

DISCLAIMER

This Newspaper is Published by the
owner Eilan Donan Publishingcc T/A The
Mountain Echo is printed by Rising Sun

Printers, Chatsworth. All copy is
accepted IN Good faith. The opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of
the publisher, Paul Welch.

m

Join us in Underberg for the Pastel Accounting Training.
Underberg Country Club - R617, Underberg, 3257
315t August - 3rd September 2026

S0 AM o 15:30 PM

In-depth training designed to

Available at
97A Main
Street
Howick.
Phone Corrie on
0842951770 or
0333302551 or
email
corrie@skolly.co.za

CHOC Walk

Rowan Garrat and Grant Trollope
turning burgers for the choc walkers

at work ensuring everyone experienced the warmth that has become synonymous witlfr:é:e{gf(jj
152 hospitality.
A special thank you goes to Underberg SPAR, whose continued generosity and sup
quality, fresh ingredients once again helped make the day a success. Community p
ships like these remind us that service is never achieved alone.

The CHOC Walk Up Sani Pass, first held in 2010, has become one of the Southern Draken
most meaningful annual events. Rather than a race, it offers participants an opportu
reflect, remember and stand in solidarity with children currently fighting cancer, those
have overcome it and those whose memories continue to inspire every step taken

ountain.

Behind every walker is a cause worth supporting.

GOOSE DOWN

PILLOWS AND

Gees, Brotherhood and Community Spirit Shine at the 2026

There are few places more fitting to witness the power of communﬁ;%E
than Sani Pass. On Saturday, 8 August, against the breathtaking ba

. drop of the Southern Drakensberg, hundreds of walkers gathere

the 2026 CHOC Walk Up Sani Pass. They came with one purpose

walk in support of children and teenagers affected by cancer and ||

threatening blood disorders, and to remind every family facing t

journey that they are never alone.

For Round Table Sani 152, however, this year's CHOC Walk was ab?{%l

more than serving burgers and pouring coffee. It was about showcaé '

exactly who we are.

As hosts of the Natal South Coast Area Mass Raid, Sani 152

comed our fellow Tablers from Margate 46, Kokstad 35 and Kloof 1

|

: sharing stories of the past year, celebrati

"~ rolled up, Tablers and their families worked sid

ther value is a newly painted flatlet, comp
with a kitchenette and bathroom, making it i
for extended family, guests, a home office
rental income potential. The property is cc
| pleted by a double garage and extensive
road parking, ensuring ample space for mul
vehicles.
UNDERBERG R3 900 000A TRANQUIL
MOUNTAIN HIDEAWAY - EXCITING OPPOR-
TUNITY TO OWN IN THE GLEN, AT
CASTLEBURN RESORT CAN FORM PART
OF THE CASTLEBURN RENTAL POOL - Nes-
tled within breathtaking surroundings, this s
cious double-storey home offers an excepti
blend of comfort, tranquility, and natural bea
Featuring four generously sized bedrooms
three well-appointed bathrooms, the proper
ideal for both family living and a relaxing ho
day retreat. The home’s thoughtful layout g
vides ample space, creating a seamless flo
tween living areas while maintaining a sens
= privacy and comfort. Large windows and
evated positioning allow you to fully appreci
the stunning scenic views of the surround
mountains and lush landscapes—bringing
ture right to your doorstep.

Up Sani Pass Since 1979, the CHOC Childhood Canc
undation South Africa has walked alor
thousands of families by providing &
dcfapmodation near treatment centres, tre
_bort assistance, nutritional support, psycl
gcial care and practical services that e
13 burden during one of life's most diffict
journeys. Every fundraiser, every volunte
every donation helps ensure that
or family has to face cancer alone.

oFf Round Table, service is what we ¢
V\%gtherhood is who we are.

eing members travel hundreds of kilon
res simply to stand shoulder to shoulc
ith one another, not for recognition but k
use that's what Tablers do, perfectly c

to Underberg for a weekend built on brother-
hood, service and plenty of gees. Frida

| evening saw members gatheratourclubhous%ared the spirit of the weekend, The Na

n : ;
o achievements and strengthening the friendg—;(OUth Coast Area Mass Raid wasn't me
ed by kilometres travelled or burge

ships that make Round Table far more thanjuserved it was measured in friendshi
another organisation. L " ,
Then, before the sun had properly warmed tq%"ength%‘tﬂeti': _commtur:jltles supported :
mountains on Saturday morning, those friend:;'\;]east‘g?ﬁéIé%r}:ilrlnspza\?vaey :

ships were put into action. X L
Round Table Sani 152 extends its sinc
Together, four Tables became one team. ratitude to Margate 46, Kokstad 35 a

With braais fired up, kettles boiling and sleeve loof 190 for making the journey t

nderberg and embracing our community
eir own. Thank you to CHOC for the ir
edible work you continue to do, to tt
ams at the South African and Lesotho b
er posts for your hospitality, to Underbe
PAR for your unwavering support, and
volunteer who gave their time to ma

= by side to welcome weary walkers back fro

the mountain. Burgers, sausage rolls, steami
cups of coffee and plenty of laughter greete
every participant crossing the finish area. Lon
before the first walker returned and long afte
the final one finished, our members were har

y possible.

%tfimportantly, thank you to every walke
f_eminded us that while mountains c

e Elimbed alone, life's greatest challen

g guercome together.

(E%use when Round Table shows up,

g just bring the food—we bring the fe

Lﬂ?’ I%ip, the brotherhood and, of course,
e

By Matt Hayes
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1 1 1 1 " At Splashy Fen, we believe in investing in the communities that
At Splas hy Fen We belleve In InveStIng In t g our festival so special. Through our Splashy Cares initiative,
yroud to have contributed to several community projects, includ

COmmunltleS that make Our feStlvaI SO SpECl @ ' R35,000 worth of educational toys and learning equipme

- e . Underberg Pre-Primary School, benefiting 69 learners from Grade:
Throug h our Splas hy Caresnltlatlve to R. The donation includes construction toys, puzzles and g
outdoor play equipment, play dough tools, art easels and senso
; apparatus—resources that will encourage exploration, creativit
early childhood development.
» R20 000 to the running of and special projects associated wi
Tidy Towns initiative within Underberg.
» R20 000 in sponsoring a bursary for a deserving and needy p
Faithway College
* R42 000 to St Patricks College in Kokstad for the volunteers
provide in helping control parts of the Splashy Fen campsites
* R10 000 to the Southern Drakensberg Tourism Association
Andrew Van Rensburg, a director at Splashy Fen, was particula
cited about the lasting effect that the Underberg Pre-Primary do
would have on the community and its youth. “For preschool chil
play isn't a distraction from learning — it's how they learn best. We
these new resources inspire curiosity, imagination and confide
every child who uses them, and that one day, through this de
ment of creativity and culture, we can welcome some of these pu
performers at Splashy Fen. A heartfelt thank you to the incredible
at Underberg Pre-Primary School for the important work they do
day. We're honoured to play a small part in helping shape the
generation.”
Equally as important, are the other projects that Splashy suppo
only in Underberg, but the greater district. “Our contribution to
Towns is an important one, and Ruth is doing some wonderful
Faithway is an important community school, and for us to be al
sponsor a student whose family is unable to afford such educat
something that should make the whole of Splashy proud. And t
Patricks in Kokstad, part of the greater district, who have used
funds to great effect on developing the schools’ facilities” exple
Van Rensburg.
Collectively the Splashy Cares program, made possible by &

L ; ;*T s 8 - 1 s
P g ‘c . attendees of the festival, is having a wonderful effect on the co
i : nity as a whole.
# =

e F " 2 #SplashyCares #SplashyFen #CommunityMat
: £ #EarlyChildhoodDevelopment #Underberg #GivingB:
-2 - . #LearningThroughPlay

UEMS Golf Day Fundraiser — Friday, 4 Sérptember 2026 Putt for a Purpose

As momentum continues to build toward the UEMS Golf Day FundraisEvening Programme — Musical Night & Auction Following the goltnd ensuring appropriate recognition for
we extend our appreciation to every individual, business, and agricgtivities, everyone are invited to a musical evening at the Underb@RpnNsors. .

tural partner who has already pledged support or requested spongotntry Club. A curated selection of items will be auctioned during UEMS Golf Day Fundraiser
ship information. Your engagement directly strengthens the Strategjie event, creating an opportunity for additional fundraising while — Putt for a Purpose Friday,
Upgrade & Sustainability Programme, enabling UEMS to advance tiffering a relaxed, community-focused atmosphere. 4 September 2026. Underberg Gol
ward nﬂodern Advanced Life Support capability for the Underbergponsorship & Contribution Opportunities Sponsorship opportu- CJub. Afamily-friendly, open
Himeville region. nities remain open, including: i i
Community Participation Encouraged & Cash donations remain wg-Hole Sponsorship (R3,000) community e\{em _S_upportlng the
come and strongly encouraged. Every contribution, regardless of s@eCorporate and equipment-specific sponsorship packages sustainability of
directly enhances emergency medical readiness and supports our @biBranding opportunities across the course emergency

ity to respond effectively across one of South Africa’s most challeng- Prize and goodie-bag item contributions medical services
ing EMS environments. @ Auction and raffle items in our reaion

We warmly invite families to join us on the day. Bring your husban@ Community contributions such as livestock, produce, tools, gion.
wife, and children to enjoy time on the driving range, hit a few balls, anduchers, or experience-based prizes

“Putt for a Purpose.” This event is designed not only for golfers but fleledge Forms Sponsor Pledge Forms are available for completio
the entire community. and return. These forms assist us in coordinating contributions

%

O BOOKYOUR TEAM; Dave Stevens:
825557828 Format: 4 Ball American
Scramble

E
L
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FARM EQUIPMENT & GARDEN CENTRE
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NUTS, BOLTS, AGRI TYRES TYRE REPAIRS
| BEARINGS & FILTERS FOR EVERY NEED & SERVICES

MACHINERY | TLLAGE PARTS,
SMRES RIPPERS & STINES

& Call: 033 701 1119 D 0573012796
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come up with a wonderful image but | will leave that as a surpri¥éatson and onto Sangwana Crescen
Lloyd Riggen has kindly agreed to sponsor the paint for us andgParation for the Gran Fondo race.
keep an eye on the long garden bed alongside Lemon Tree wHE/FTING NEWS | was chatting to Terenc
cals are standingyl the bed, urinating and drinkinghave cordoned Van Dyk at Fab Fair in July about my conc
f this area with hazard tape as | have again done on the deed® the alien gums and wattles and now |
hgerous storm water catch pit. Say no more!!! - Ruth Crouch  the bonga bongas had reached the Undel

TIDY TOWNS -...coun

I still have to pinch myself to think that | am living here in Underber
| have been here for only 6 years, after living in Pietermaritzburg
60 years and then Donnybrook for 4 years so | am now giving a

my age!!! However my father was ‘a true son of Underberg’ as he
was of pioneer stock, brought up on the Nicholson farm calli
‘Highlands ‘on the Bushmen Nek road, along with his sister ar
three brothers. The other brothers all farmed but my Dad went |
education route and his name, Skonk Nicholson beca
synonymous with Maritzburg College and DHS and he becam¢
legendary rugby coach. But Underberg is in my roots and we sp|_.
many many holidays on the family farm. p
Hence | do have this connection to this beautiful district whidt
Dad called ‘God’s own country’. He majored in Geography ar
History and had a vast and keen knowledge of this area and sy &
many an hour discussing matters of interest with Robin Guy (Dol
father), Bill Small and Tod Collins. So my father’s love angg
knowledge of Underberg has resonated with me and | duly join
the Historical Society.
So that s a little of my background and one of the two main reasg
why Tidy Towns has emerged and grown in my heart.

Now down to some of the issues relating to Tidy Towns.
THANK YOUS are in order

1.67MMM # those who kindly donated during the Mandela driv
Mandy Wood, Kathy Abbett , Lynn Dillion, Abbco Hydraulics
Rods Engineering, Barbara Bruynse ,Glenda Berkeljohn,

-y

WORKRECENTLY DONE

'neatening the section to the left of the Police Station

district. | mentioned how | had voiced tl
matter to the municipality in a very lar
meeting held at the main Himeville Municiy
building about the entrances into Bulwer :
Underberg being full of these invasi
species. | told him how my small Tidy Tov
team had felled several small gums rol
Bunkers and also panged bonga bor
alongside the road side. Terence then ser
several voice messages a few days
outlining the work Dean Hayman h
undertaken to clear that plot alongs
Bunkers. Dean has contracted Barry Col
do the necessary work. | duly went up to
for myself and was so thrilled to see
noticeable difference that has been made
BIG thank you to Dean and Barry. Th

HIMEVILLE : In Arbuckle St1. removed many privet bushes along tREPPOSE to keep poisoning on a regular b
yanels near to the Crab apple trees 2. Removed undergrowth alon
private property near to May’s garage 3. Felled small gums

ikgep the bonga bongas at bay.
had that huge Oak tree party in Octc
2022. | would love it, if we likewise could fe

BINDERBERG1.Slashed the tall grass and reeds and removed nfife of the big gums and so open up the

anonymous person sent the R67.67 and Ludwig Combrink frqfije; a10ng the entire bank opposite the UCC at Elize Jacks@Ré bottleneck entrance into Underberg ro

Eagle’s Rock. suggestion. 2. Systematically been clearing, felling and poisonfiigt corner bear Bunkers. Maybe we could
2. Liz Simons who  the many invasive privets growing in what | have coined the naffiethe troops ‘again -the likes of Mike Hunt
together with Frans ‘Poo Park’ opposite Dorning Motors where there were huge amou@§een, my son lan Crouch, Scott from Fo
and Sabelo as part of of bottles, plastic and you know what...... 3. Cleaned and remo@l Gardens, Rex Lund, Richard Sunter, Je
her Mandela Jarge amounts of litter on the 24uly from the section from Williamson, Daniel Swanepoel etc. who
contribution, spent Rjverview Hospital to behind the old property belonging to Janf&ped... We would have to call in the tra

the entire Friday 22
July, cleaning and
emptying the many
big concrete bins.
You may recall how
many folk donated
the R300 for the
.4 colourful designs
she created and that James St. Pern made up. They brush cut i
them and removed much litter, especially up at the viewing site. |
3. Donations.Tidy Towns received a kind donation from Matthey
Champkins of Highland Butchery and a new scheduled donor, N
Tooze PR
4. Maureen Neil for the strong khaki coloured canvas bags s
kindly made with a strong lining and strong zips for the four Tig
Town road signs. Y
5.Greg Johnsonwho kindly felled two medium sized gums near i
the manse and the Police station. i
6. Rod Abbett on his own initiative designed and made two stur(
signs to be cemented in possibly at the viewing site and up at
truck stop on the Swartberg road. They are one and a half metre -
with signage ‘NO DUMPING ‘and in Zulu too. B
7.1an Bonsmahas given me permission to go onto his farm a () I
collect river stones which we plan to utilise in various garden b "‘.
notably the Taxi Rank and round the Himeville reservaoir. !
MURALS v
The Himeville reservoir mural is nearing completion and it has be
a fun filled and creative project with Don Guy, Nicky Lowe, Al .
Bentley and myself and of course the little children all contributi
The FNB mural will commence during the first weekend of Septeml
Christine Windsor has done a stirling job in getting this wall we
prepped -bagged and painted two coats of roofing green. This
been done by Reggie, such a fine African man. Janais Von Eckgf

Joir s for @ doy of &
; Fu_r_: & FE.'_:Hm'fi_'-E's,"_

S-Euﬂn_gﬁ ﬁéﬁmher 2026
_ Underberg Primary School

Fﬂﬂd & F'I‘bdu:p
« Meai & Fresh Vegetables

dept. again to monitor the situation as we
then in Oct 2024. But it would need to b
very well organised and coordinated eff
But ‘DOWN WITH GUMS. People make
mistake of allowing these invasive trees to 1
root. | noticed there are a large number of
gum saplings growing on the way to Clot
of Hope. Youngsters have been climbing i
the oak trees with bow saws to cut branc
for firewood. | have stopped several tin
and taken them to the two areas full of yo!
gums on either side of the police station wt
they can help themselves!!.
Please community help police such
matters....
So we soldier on with various matters.
I must confess patience runs very thin
re awaiting the future for (GOLD)
Old Magistrates House, the storm
water catch pits, possible Peoples
market, bylaws to be enforced re
cooking outside the pharmacy,
remove the street mechanics in the
heart of Underberg near to Standard
Bank , illegal signage, drinking in
public spaces etc....

| end with the words from Tex Turton

and Kathy Abbett. ‘All we ask is get

the job done . Now there are two folk

who are proactive. | do wish Tex well

and hope he will be elected as he can
help ‘GET THINGS DONE'.

By Ruth Crouch
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BIRDINGINTHE SOUTHERN

% B et > = “@%  The migrants might step back a little herd
: — N #%  since this cold front. The early bird to arrive
typically as always was a Black Kite, yes we
must call our Yellow-billed Kite a Black Kite!!
The first one was seen near Sani Pass Ho
on the 10 August. The next bird should be
White-throated Swallow.
Betty Tapp who has stayed at Mkomazan
Lodge for at least 18 years told me she ha
never seen a Malachite Sunbird. Amazing fo

me but considering that on the property ther By
were no Red-hot Pokers, Tree-fuchsia’s, Wil i S
Dagga, Aloes or any nectar producing plants i’

It just shows the importance of putting in
some local plants if you want to attract som

Black Stork are nesting on Sheldon bird species. | am well aware of the problem

Williamson’s farm near Coleford. The birds With growing plants that Eland, Bush Buck

: . : ove to feed on as well as frost.
are incubating and hopefully this cold Spe\ll&hese forbs will be dormant in winter so fros

had no negative effect on the birds. Andre

Poole also normally has a Black Stork nedt Ot @ factor but getting them to grow wherg
in the Inzinga area antelope will not browse them down is. Sd

Two pairs of Cape Eagle Owls have nesteffy Wild Da%gq, it germinﬁtes easgy ;‘?}d
locally both raised three chicks to at Ieasgroll"m n pr|(()j uslion on rough areas. Red-no
the feathered stage, hopefully successfully OKers could grow on afis ¥ - Ri

fledging. g petly island or waterlogged BlrdS & Beyond Blrd
The snow up in Lesotho has displaced &reas where antelopSINg[BIEsT ez AN =10 o CAVA!

TEAM ENDANGERED WILDLIFE i“i

few of the local species into lower elevation$Pend less time. Tree ‘
to get out of the cold and snow-covereduchsia’s could be Walks SRLSE ¢ ENDANGERED
habitat. Glen and | saw before the big coldlaced  close  tg Suart Mc Lean g.:;'"_f”}':'" ol

ik

front, a Pale Chanting Goshawk near RipoRuildings or big rocks o bir dsandb q
Farm, on the Lotheni road. This bird wagn @ thicket for SRUAATASIIE = glelolcelgle fele 2]

not doubt pushed down by very windy coldProtection from frost ang 082 742 6981
conditions in Lesotho. | did see it a day lateantelope. !
on Ripon Farm but it appears to have moved = _— e —

on.
Drakensberg Siskins were seen as low as
the start of the Giants Cup Hiking trail with

many Sentinel Rock Thrushes, which

typically get out of the highlands in any cold

winter but Siskins seldom venture lower than LESOTHO
about 1900 m asl. ON TRACK
TROUT FISHINGIN BE'*i'miu'ir"i-iﬁ'unn{hﬁ'ﬂ'*r
UNDERBERG s ,

Stillwater fishing has somewhat slowed '
down as many anglers report that fish have . J=#*%. .
moved from the shallows after the spawn ™ g
and hanging around deeper and feeding on
snails and other food sources found nea

* ok W

|
the bottom. But with these difficult fishing | 5-5TAR RATED i ;
conditions some good fish were being |  onGoogles | Lauren Canham HINO PEAX
fooled using correct tactics and most anglers™ 1 Tipadvsar | CHALLENGE!
putting in the time on the water were getting e Lauren is a cor
- ’ . g porate banker by day and by weekends she can be f

rl_(?warde(t:iH Iaonﬁ leaders fIIShEd ”\a{aST_Il?g E +27 (0) 72 900 2304 | Eg:-mm;m.fmh dasgn the outdoors. This will be Lauren’s third Rhino Peak Challenge. “l am |

ine” metho I where a couple small flies like passionate about conservation and protecting our species and enviro
Buzzers Snails, Bloodworm and other Mldg This is an incredible event which raises ever more important funds f

immitations are hanged and slowly retrievec
up the water column has been doing we
for some anglers. Fishing smaller pattern
than usual have produced better results thd
the conventional “big” streamers.
Cormorant fly patterns in black and olive
have yeilded some good results too wit
many fish caught on these. As the warmsg
months are approaching and insects beco
more active we hope the fishing rises fro
this little slump and improve as the weathe
does. The Underberg Himeville Trout
Fishing Club is holding the annual
September festival soon and sure like th Seth and DuaneHowd| on Goxhill dam
previous years will be a good success. |
hopefuly have some good fish to report on
after.

With Spring just around the corner and the

rivers given a boost with the recent snow, i i
conditions look promising for a good start 5

of the river season which opens Septembe

1st. Until then one can target the Natal W /

conservation organisations.” - Support Lauren in this year’s Rhino
Challenge - https://rhinopeakchallenge.co.za/participants.aspx...

' FARM GFT SHOP » SEASORAL HLOOMS
&

Arum/Calla Lily
full sange of cofocri:
v "\

-

Tubwerose

bulls

Yellowfish, our indigenous species are

found in almost all our rivers. One would Boutique Country Hote|

need to go down river a little as the upper Hotel & Restaurant

reaches are generaly too cold for them. They

do put up a good fight and worth targeting. Open 7d ays a week for . .

| am sure that by next report fishing will have . . \ , it
picked up. Untill then tight lines and good Breakfast Lunch Dinner i ' - W Iq[::;:ﬂr .
fishing.Underberg Flyfishing and ; = : -\":3-';_}' v

Sani Road Himeville e T

lifestyle centre at The Clocktower
Centre. - Contact 0832286707 or 033702 1967 or 0710277867

0655232877 Duane Vaughn Howell P R oyl Conlael Yobbate
Check out our website at uhtfc.org info@moorcroft.co.za www.moorcroft.co.za Hismerville | ﬁ il | @“"“m"
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Q h I n O S O I O ,? ﬁino peak is a popular hiking destination for the fit and adventurdegfween - 6 to 10 degrees. Rescued and deposited with a Doc

size of the cairn on the summit is testament to its popularity. MoEtiyergency services at Garden Castle the hiker recalled that he
" " " " J"advise people to stay the night in Annex or Pillar cave 4 km up frigrgifficult to stand.
the Ezemvelo office - hide the packs and start as early as you caf figequestion begs - Was he wise to attempt this peak on his
following morning. There’s a tricky bit just as you get into the basdRne answer is: He's 24! | was once 24! | recall a mountain
if you don’t crossover to the south slope in the pass you can go &&gkoning me - the Matterhorn in Switzerland. I'd camped belc
wrong. | ‘ve hiked it with 80 years old’s and an 11-year-old. Not loggsual chat with an adventurous soul persuaded me that | col
ago I'd been asked by a concerned family connection if | could accomyself up to the glacier. With a wing and a prayer, | set off on a
pany some very keen teenage boys on their quest to conquetredglen path to the head of the glacier without permit nor pe
‘Horney Beast’ | relented, starting before dawn we picked up sosien, an act of pure youthful ignorance. Presently | found a glac
camping Mountain Backpacker Club folk on the way and were sgerts and an empty mountain hut, | made myself a bed in the h;
cessful in our endeavor. Rhino is a common ask, mostly | say No! Hitgtpt comfortably , a fox emerged in the snow in the morning, i
berg guiding is beyond my qualification. memorable, I'd ticked a box. Descending the next day, | wan
Those who follow mountain news in our parts will have heard of th&o the Zermatt town graveyard below, the Matterhorn clearly cl
Rhino’s last dramatic hiker episode. He was lucky. Dissecting his stogyjits fair share of more serious mountaineer causalities. So
we discover that his MAYDAY call to Rohan at Lake Naverone capr%bOUt hiking Rgirfl.? Solo? . " |
in the mid - afternoon. This activated a network of emergency pexperience and fitness are a given, (Have you served your a
VEHICLE SERVICING & REPAIRS sonal. The Ezemvelo guys picked up a torch light that eveningtiggship? formal or informal) add to this protocol (Always fill in

TRAILER HIRE there was a rough idea of where the hiker was stuck below the es¢gggster) have correct gear and supplies, these are important
NUMBER PLATES ment. The hiker did not fill in the register - BIG MISTAKE! any hiker must tick. But I'm going to backtrack here. Two is comy
Now safely back in Johannesburg | phoned him. He immediately #ee or more and you're on the road to comradeship. My ad

gan our conversation by complimented all those involved in his ﬁg;r?gour_expgfntehnce! o _ " —
: cue, he was quite overwhelmed emotionally grateful and happy fory@othermia. is we have some experience. It's a frighte
R e conversationq Y9 PPy condition, add shock, it can be a death sentence. | recall an
WORKSHOP: 0337012726 Quote; “That peak it beckons to you - | sat on the edge of the lakgarlier this year. We hit a hail storm with stones the size of golf |
and looked at it, | had to climb it!”. Wet through we battled to find a cave - streamlets became rive

IF I N I N N BN B BN BN BN N BN BN BN BN BN BN OB EE § He went on; ¢ In retrospect that decision had beath slippery, Helen fell in while crossing a gushing watercours
DON’S REPAIRS Jj too spontaneous - | miscalculated the descentvas at the end of her tether. Her condition became worrying (
MAINTENANCE OF realized | was in trouble in the mid- afternoon, thateet hot drll’_lk in Spectacle Cave yvarmed her from the |n3|d_e

snow gives you a false sense of reality, an illusidthino peak hiker had dreamt that night of being a hypothermic

ALL MOTOR VEHICLES B of sorts - after speaking to Rohan at Lake NaveroteNetflix's HOUSE series, his socks wet through, he removed t
WOI‘kShOp JJ resort where | was staying my phone died, I had glacing his feet in his backpack for the night. His toes are still r

MacKenzie Street - Goxhill Road i emergency phone but it didn’t work- 911/112 thie reports as | write but generally that all is well. He was lucky
reply was unclear, it directed me to Metro policeFake note; 1. When you hike in the Ezemvelo area you must fil

!—hmewlle After finding a rock | snuck in next to it and mythe mountain register. This describes where you are going, wl

Mon-Fri 8am to 4.30pm Il only consolation was the sight of a fire far belowou are experienced and what gear you have. Also your age

Don Blakey and torches coming up the pass below- later | sg@lour of your pack and other important phone contacts.

033 7021110 or 0823421387 them descend again”. Ezemvelo register is located outside the locked office for a re
B \What he'd seen were Ezemvelo staff , deplorddhey open at 8.am and close at 4. pm

N BN BN BN BN BN B BN BN BN BN B B = = o @l VICSA Mountain rescue guys and some Berg Pra-Having filled in the form, you tear off the attached slip for refer
tection cadets climbing the pass. A helicopter actithe slip has an important phone number direct to the Mou

e T ated in co-ordination with MCSA rescue persoriescue network. You put that in your pack. The only number the
an 9 U T TH E R E 5 E Rv I CES nel arrived in the morning and dropped twopprofebad was the accommodation facility where he was staying a
sional rescue guys on top of the mountain. Usifigp of that his phone died soon after his MAYDAY call, touch
AUTO ELECTRICAL his boot prints in the snow the two mountain rego! | would go further suggest you tell someone else connec
REPAIRS. MAINTENANCE cue guys attempted to locate the hiker. He'd dgou where you are going. Hedge your bets. 3. Charge your |
1 ; scended down an inappropriate and incorrect gorgjed load appropriate numbers and a map. Map reading is a skill
AND SERVICE EXPERTS before Mashai pass, it was by shouting that kasize yourself with it befo S W s

as at last located. Some challenging flying foend during the hike. ¥s ‘e

SPECIALIZING IN: lowed, by now he was suffering with hypothermigdon and Helen Guy takgaea. =)

D¥akensberg ?

The solo hiker was air lifted from a knoll 150 m bemostly day hikes in theaielt ity " f amBis g
AUTO ELECTRICAL low the escarpment where he’d endured a nightwer Southerrg : U}'h_atsﬂpp DE&H :IEIE-'J,EI!]
STARTER MOTORS & ALTERNATORS SANICOMMUNITY FORUM  Drexenenero: They = S
HYDRAULIC PIPES & FITTINGS “People’s indifference is the best breeding ground interested in Rock

YEHICLE SERVICES for corruption to grow.” — Delia Ferreira Rubio —
VEHICLE DIAGMOSTICS former chair of Transparency International

BREAKDOWM SERVICES A renewed drive for accountable local government is placing resideptspose practical solutions and supy
and civic organisations at the centre of efforts to improve service deliv@fprovements where municipal capac

HOAH: 061092 3101 and restore confidence in struggling municipalit®SECTIONS: With s limited. These efforts shou
MON-FRI: 7AM-5PM South Africa’s Local Government Elections set for 4 November 2026, votgsmplement—not replace—tl

SAT: TAM-12 PH are hearing a fresh round of campaign promises while continuingni@nicipality’s duty to enforce its by-law
TYRONE: 061 752 408 i I TR I g experience the everyday consequences of municipal underperformapestect public spaces and responc
QFFICE: 033 701 1318 The approaching elections give communities an important opportunityéported hazards. Civic organisations h
demand more than assurances. Residents should expect clear commitnpepisited these problems and offe

responsible leadership and measurable action on neglected public spagg&able solutions; the municipality mt
sl—'pa qu'C'(( unsafe conduct and weak enforcement of municipal by-laws. Ciview respond and act. We call for a pul
B . eyl Participation matters, but the legal and operational responsibility figy-law enforcement plan that identifi
enforcement remains with the municipal®RIMINAL CHARGES: The priority areas, assigns responsil

TYRES . BATTE RI Es wider accountability debate has intensified amid calls for criminal agdficials, sets clear inspection a
disciplinary action against municipal officials accused of financiainforcement timeframes, protec

mismanagement, gross negligence and failures of oversight. Such acpi@rements for pedestrians and provi

BRAKES I SHOCKS where supported by evidence and due process, signals that pegular progress updates. Enforcerr
governance and failing service delivery should carry consequencsttuld be fair, consistent and suppor

Whatever promises are madeof lawful trading, but continue
= before polling day, municipal obstruction, unsafe activity and nc

_ . e < formance must ultimately compliance cannot be allowed to def
3{ SHOP NOW. PAY LATER. be judged by visible results. our towns. As voters prepare for
(23 707 1128 The effects of weak November, they should ask eve

enforcement are evidentcandidate and party how the

Flexible payment options. STRUCTURAL across our towns: street traderscommitments will be geliv)éred,fundeda
Interest-free " W¥and informal vehicle-repair monitored after election day. A NE

* - e businesses occupy roads and/IEW: A separate initiative, Rescue Sol

. pavements; food is preparedAfrica, is also seeking to stimulate deb

and sold outside the about national renewal and merit-ba
pharmacy and clinic; and leadership. Political analyst Prin
blocked pedestrian routes Mashele has said the project is expe
force residents and touriststo launch after the 2026 Local Governm
into traffic. Large catch pits Elections as a possible alternative ah
also remain open and of the 2029 general election. Furtf
dangerous despite repeatednformation is available at https:
complaints. These foreseeablerescuesouthafrica.org/. Whether or
and preventable hazards raiseesidents support this initiative, i
R117.99 — serious concerns about safetyemphasis on active citizenship offer

4.2M | R124.09 [ =% Apublic health, accessibility and timely reminder: communities ce
4.8M | R149.99 _ gmunicipal liability. THEWAY  organise, demand accountability
- : i FORWARD: There is, work together to save their towns. Co
6.0M | R186.93 however, a constructive paththis be the catalyst our towns need?

UNDERBERG [CRP RN Tl orward. Grassroots civic gy Dj Sunter

033 7011198 52 MAIN RD _a EMOFREERD BUTLDNT - YOUM FIMBER DEITAMETION (r)erg%rgﬁtaétltogllsdggeugogrk(l)%glevr\":]? Sanl Communlty Forum

LUKE: 72 237 FIES
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From Desk to Dairy: Bridgette Cawood Shares the Art of Cheesemaking
By Reine Combrinck

The scent of warm milk and fresh mulled wine filled the room at tB&e focuses primarily on pressed, aged
recent monthly Country Women’s meeting on August 5th, where meyheeses like Gouda, Colby, Swiss, and Havarti
bers and guests gathered to experience something truly unique. bather than quick fresh cheeses. Pressed
Himeville resident Bridgette Cawood took the stage to share her jahieeses allow for a quieter, more managed ag-
ney into the world of artisanal cheesemaking, offering a fascinating process in her homemade "cheese
look at the passion, patience, and precise craft required to transtawe"—a converted spare bedroom fitted with
raw milk into delicious homemade cheeses. a dedicated air conditioner to keep tempera-
Finding a Passion Beyond the Desk tures and humidity strictly controlled during
For Bridgette, cheesemaking began as a deliberate effort to firltbiessummer months.

meaningful, engaging hobby. Having spent years in administrafieegive attendees a practical taste of the proc-
office roles, she found herself yearning for a creative outlet that woetd, Bridgette walked the group through th
keep her mind active and allow her to work from home. quick steps of making Paneer—a fresh, acid-,
"More than the financial side of it, | actually just needed to be busgt cheese popular in Indian cuisine that re-
and keep my mind going," Bridgette explained to the audience. quires no rennet, just milk and a bit of lemon
Her early curiosities recalled childhood memories of making simjée or vinegar.

cottage cheese from Maas. However, figuring out how to transitiaoking Ahead

from soft, unpressed curds to firm, aged cheeses was a learning cBriigette’s long-term vision is as inviting as
From experimenting with fig branch sap as a natural rennet substitute cheeses. She hopes to convert her hom
to ordering her first Camembert kit online, Bridgette’s journey wgarage into a fully equipped, dedicated
built on trial, error, and determination. cheesery featuring a tasting table where lo-
What started just over a year ago with a modest one-liter pot ondaés and visitors can stop by to sample her
kitchen stove has rapidly expanded into a serious craft. Todagations.

Bridgette processes 90-liter batches of milk at a time, yielding roughtilowing her presentation, attendees were
nine kilograms of hard cheese per run, adhering to the classic ratteeafted to a special cheese tasting paired with
one kilogram of cheese per ten liters of milk. warm mulled wine, giving everyone a firsthand
Farm-Fresh Collaboration taste of the remarkable quality that comes from
Amajor turning point in Bridgette’s cheesemaking story came througbal ingredients, patience, and true commu-
local community connection. Rose Hollow reached out to offer hetity craftsmanship.

two-day-a-week administrative position. The role turned out to b&la Country Women group extends its warm
match made in heaven: it allowed Bridgette to balance her timethenks to Bridgette for an inspiring and in
tween farm duties, office work, and her growing passion. formative morning.
Working on the farm means Bridgette now sources rich, raw milk @iountry Women
rectly from the cows she sees daily. She also creates her own nangef at 10am on the
cultures directly from the farm’s milk, avoiding the high costs of irfirst Wednesday of
ported commercial cultures. every month. Con-
Resourcefulness is a recurring theme in Bridgette's work. Highlightliagt Reine for more
the strong community spirit of the area, she shared how local hargfgrmation 076 444
men and friends have stepped in to support her craft. Her husba2l.

Colin, turned custom wooden molds and built press rigs to save gjigette Cawood
prohibitively expensive equipment, while local artist Mark Church \yearing her
crafted a specialised cheese knife to aid in cutting the finished wheglgesemaking coat
The Science and Patience of the Craft .
During her presentation, Bridgette explained that cheese is a semsi

tive, fussy medium. She currently produces 18 different varieties, UNDERBERG
ing that even subtle changes—such as the length of time curds OPEN GARDENS
stirred or small adjustments in temperature—drastically alter the f 7 & 8 NOVEMBER 2026
flavour.
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This year's focus
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Underberg South,
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Follow us on
Facebook:-
Underberg/

i i Himeville
Al " ; Garden Club
l' | for updates

'

SPRING e
15 ONITS WAYL

Time to plan,
plant and get
your garden ready.

HIMEVILLE-UNDERBERG

GARDEN CLUB16 SEPTEMBER

The Garden Club meets again on .
September 2026, in the garden of llene ¢
Terence van Dyk in Himeville, and we loc
forward to the splendor of azaleas a
rhododendrons in bloom.Our speaker is Ar
Swart, her topic being “the care and ho
to’s” of azaleas, camelias and rhododendrc
So please join us as we step into the pror
of spring. As usual the meeting will start
10h00 and end with teas and eats. Visit
are welcome at a fee of R30. Please remen
to bring your hats and chairs. Hapy
Gardening!

TREES - SHRUBS - ROSES * POTS

PERENNIALS - SEEDLINGS - HERBS

FROST HARDY » BERG PROVEN = COLD CLIMATE PLANTS

9 Drakensberg Gardens Road, Underberg
3 060 555 2317

www.heritageplants.co.za
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THE LEMON TREE
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Coffee & Treats

OPEN

Clocl Tower Centre,

DEAILY

Wl Main Rood, Underberg

freaking News:

QUIZ NIGHT 3

DESPITE THE
LESTIONADLE
ANSWERS, EXCESSIVE
CONFIDENCE AND
COMPLETE LACK OF
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

UNDERBERG COUNTRY CLUB

26 AUGUST 2026
TIME, 4:00PM
PROMPT
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TEAMS OF 4
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Snow, Hor ses, Heroesand a Whole Lot of Heart in the Southern Drakensberg

For days we watch the skies and ask the eternal Underberg questigra watchful eye on roads and communities and sharing valuatple support teams who worked in terril
“Will it snow, or won't it?” Well, this latest snowfall certainly an-nformation when conditions became difficult. weather to rescue a lone hiker. To the re:
swered that one — and then some! A special mention goes to Berg Protection Services. One of theig: thank you.
Sadly, the school holidays are over, so while visitors have arrive&?ts, which we shared on the SDCTO Facebook page about trygkg to visitors: please don’t underestim:
increased numbers, we missed the opportunity for a proper holidayck on the R617, was viewed by more than 200,000 people! Thahis mountain, the weather or the conditic
season snow rush. But that hasn’t stopped the Underberg from bpiagnomenal. Snow is beautiful. But it comes at a cost.
ing. It also shows just how hungry people are for accurate, local inforn@ne thing this snowfall has reminded me ¢
What a month it has been! The last weekend in July, the Drakenskergwhen the weather turns — and what can happen when our céfat snow is fantastic for tourism. The pl
was alive with the thunder of hooves and the cheers of spectatorawsity works together to get the right information out quickly.  tographs are spectacular. The excitemer
our local Polocrosse club once again showed that Underberg ©@anCTO member, SuperSpar Underberg, also deserves a huge tiednkagious. Visitors love it. But snow can a
compete with the best. They hosted not one, but two internatigfgal. They made sure they had sufficient stock for both local repie dangerous, disruptive and expensive.
teams — from Australia and the USA. dents and visitors, helping ensure that essential supplies were aygips the biggest lesson from this latest sn
The following weekend was just as energetic, with the CHOC Walk &lgle when travel and deliveries were being affected by the weath&ll. isn’t about the weather at all. It's abc
Sani Pass. Various Women's Day events including in Bulwer hosTegt kind of forward planning makes a real difference. When Mothgie people. We have an extraordinary gr
by Mahwaga Hiking Club, Wild Sky Paragliding, and yoga at the Mounature throws a curveball, it helps enormously to know that ti people in the Southern Drakensberg v
tain View Hotel all adding to the mix. There have been markets sgigelves are stocked! love tourism, respect Sani Pass, care a
plied by local providers and these remain well attended. I's bagie Border Management Authority, and particularly Acting Port Congisitors and simply refuse to let the snow w
busy! And that's exactly what we want. The benefits of these evantider Paul Kok, have been incredibly supportive. Commander Knk everyone who has cleared a road, pus
ripple throughout the district. is available to the SDCTO around the clock with updates on Sanjehicle, shared an update, answered a pt
Accommodation establishments, restaurants, retailers, fuel stat@ass and has also become an important intermediary with the Depaupplied salt, transported a visitor, opel
and all the businesses supporting tourism feel the positive effectient of Transport. Across the border, Inspector Thabo from Lesotheir doors, kept their shelves stocked, fe
Because visitors don't just attend an event. They eat, sleep, shomhd#lworked alongside him to keep communication flowing. stranded traveller or simply helped where b
up their vehicles, explore and spend — and that means opporturtign there is Rosemary Hall, our SDCTO social media manager, Witgs needed:
for the whole community. The same happens during school holidaysite literally on 24/7 standby when the snow arrives. Road infarHANK YOU!
And then there is snow... Snow brings another level of excitemenétion, border updates, warnings, photographs and videos are shargtlto anyone | have inadvertently left u
energy and, let's be honest, anxiety! as quickly as possible. And we simply cannot thank our members @aghed who feels they should have been n
When the snow falls, people step up. local residents enough for sending their photographs and videosidaed — my sincere apologies.There are <
There are so many people who deserve recognition as outstandigemary — and for everyone who shares our posts. You are paglgtoo many good people doing good thin
ambassadors for our district. This is definitely not a ranking — jush@ information network too! Our goal is simple: to be the plaggwarm welcome — and a fond farewell. V
heartfelt thank you to some of those who have stood out during peisple turn to for reliable, timely snow news in our area.And thefiso extend a very warm welcome to Pa
extraordinary spell of winter weather. there are the Sani Pass guides...The listis far too long to name evgpd Kim, the new owners of Herita
Our traffic police and SAPS have worked tirelessly to keep people safe, but these men deserve enormous recognition. They walk, @igints.And to Elize Jackson, who has S
and manage the inevitable challenges that come with winter weatélear and apply salt. They battle freezing conditions for hours ath@ business but thankfully remains in
A very special mention must go to Terrance Khawula from our logate — and this week they have been out there day after day. Behiiirict — that really is our blessing! Eliz
Traffic Department. Terrance has an incredible network along the raadsn are the tour operators, supplying salt and transport and daiignk you for your many years of guidan
into Underberg and always seems to have the latest information af/higtever they can to keep the Pass moving. | particularly wantg port and for helping create countless be
fingertips. His communication and willingness to assist have begéntion Emile from Roof of Africa. On one occasion, he drove strande%) gardens across our community. Your ct
invaluable, particularly when road conditions can change by the hesurrists to safety at the South African border post, including ofgbution has been appreciated far beyond
Our local security companies have also been playing their part, kegfitor who desperately needed to retrieve her insulin. On Friday,d®rden centre gates. Paolo and Kim — v
and the guides were once again digging out a vehicle — and th@me! We look forward to meeting you bc

- | A EW'—- drove that same tourist to safety. That is more than tourism. Thaii welcoming you into our tourism fami
3 . people looking after people. Come and be part of the journey

» P o [ nam But while we applaud these rescue efforts, we also need to remengy Southern Drakensberg Community Tc

l.lﬁ.g'Fﬁl:iE]‘:r:- - y d— topsl the risks. Rescuers put themselves in extremely difficult a_n_d dangem Organisation is growing, making positi

BT PR i ous conditions to help others. What may look like an exciting sn@Manges and building strong relationsh

— adventure from the roadside can become a serious situation V@it both district and local government tot

= quickly. We must also recognise and hail Mountain Rescue andigth departments. Membership is just R750

3 ; i y o \SSE OFF FACEROOK 0F annum. If you are involved in tourism —

| L EEDUTHERRDRAK Zl_rr;plyt believe in tr:jebfuturet 01; gzur beaultif
= el . R . T istrict — come and be part of it.

g b.:\‘f I_', I I “_'. [J‘\ I ]_'. -5"‘::1:,'“-9-'5- -t Contact any SDCTO committee member

e visit the local Tourism Office at Local Colle

tion. We're growing. We're working togethe

[ WHAT ITS ABOUT —.. WHEMN We're making a difference.
i l"l Ay unfergetrabde eeening of .- e W NOVEMBER 3036 ByMlcheIIeStevens
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WINNING STOCK MARKET STRATEGIES

% s s thesis implied. This week, Marex Group
Extra ordmary prOﬁts from ordlnary (NASDAQ: MRX) delivered that satisfac-

shares tion in spades. On Wednesday, the diversi
* Winning stock market strategies fied commodities and financial services plat;
" . R form reported second-quarter results so fa

Marex Group: The Quiet Giant That anead of consensus that the market di
Just Got Loud something markets rarely due to a mid-caj

. . . L . . . financial: it sent the shares up almost 19¥
There is a particular satisfaction in watching a high-conviction pggi-5 single session. The numbers earn th

tion do exactly what my thesis said it would, on the exact timeline {Rgtion. Second-quarter revenue rose 394
thesis implied. This week, Marex Group (NASDAQ: MRX) deliver r-on-.year to $6(S135.8 million, comfortably
that satisfaction in spades. On Wednesday, the diversified comm, GE‘%?Cmg every segment fo,recast on th

%)ntinuing a pattern of disciplined, capability-adding bolt-ons r:
ties and financial services platform reported second-quarter resultg§9a¢ an scale for its own sake. Webb Traders in particular brings Eur
far ahead of consensus that the market did something markets raiglysted profit before tax climbed 56% to €Ul derivatives market-making expertise that plugs directly int
due to a mid-cap financial: it sent the shares up almost 19% in a si§gis 9 million lifting the adjusted margin Zegmegt;hat Just
session. ' oubled its revenue.
The numbers earn the reaction. Second-quarter revenue rose L%)r???'g% from a level that, twelve monthsr,e ey sige has caught up quickly. Jefferies lifted its price target
illi i ér, would have been considered a goq 57 to $80 in mid-July, reiterating its Buy rating, and Piper Sandler n
year-on-year to $695.8 million, comfortably outpacing eve(r)y SegMeBLy rather than a good quarter. Earnin s 1o $75 Y, e g o y % " ”p i
forecast on the Street. Adjusted profit befoge tax climbed 56% to $1 share came in at $1.64 against a co 'om d 0 : a_rotur] g etszr?he ime — both calls made befo
million, liting the adjusted margin to 23.8% from a level that, twel\& 5,5 estimate of $1.36 — a 20.6% su 'efr?rt]h 'qur?f er prin \élnd!Ca € h erf?_- h-$60s. th et h
months earlier, would have been considered a good year rather thajs@ and the fourth consecutive quarte I es a_reanltl)V\_l ra Instytln fe Iglg( - t?{ e Tartel a%rt(?
good quarter. Earnings per srgare came in at $1.64 againsta cons }iSch Marex has beaten the Street. Fo, artr%]X metﬁnlng ut)tl)lr;larrpa elr Ot wee FS, ye . asno 3f/6_ c olse
estimate of $1.36 — a 20.6% surprise, and the fourth consec irst half of 2026, revenue reached : where ? mos UI 'St ana ytshs’ or _lt‘-fneS ra, see altr' va ge];
quarter in which Marex has beaten th(? Street. For the first half of 2@4659 pjjjion. up 43%, with adjusted profit bcotr)SCI_?anoush?n§3)éS C_n{ves ftﬁ pr?Sllf,lon sc;me SCfr_tJ mny ? or
reven(l)Je reached $1:3_9 billion, up 43%, w_|th adjusted prof_|t_ before re tax up 579% to $318.6 million. g_ ra Ingll .f \(/)Vugt yﬂ d’ml Iontod (ke) alt’s pre-tax profit came tron
up 57% to $318.6 million. What makes this beat worth writing aboif,at makes this beat worth writing about,n'Sposa or winter 0% 'tSfI CtliS Otz #Slfsﬁss — a genuine gamt;
rather than simply filing away, is where the growth came from. Thigner than simply filing away, is where the on—{eﬁurrygg onr:a, anbl a e{s IIe ea mttahm?rg_lln exgpgr&swn Y
was not a smgleodesk having a lucky quarter. Agency and execuiiflvth came from. This was not a singl OIr]{hS. nSI_ter_S ave e_?ntn_e Set ers C_)tver e trailing ta)(/js, VEI)
revenue rose 35% to $351 m_|II_|on, and market_makmg revenue &« having a lucky quarter. Agency an or tmomtormgAe\(ljen IT 1t 1s no ,_Otn Its t(_)Wn,fa reason _?_ out
than doubled to over_$118 million. AII four busw)ess segments greWecution revenue rose 35% to $351 mils pelra ing str(])ry. h'In a cltt)mpanylm eégra !n'glg_ ouré;\cqur:y |_ons_t|r
That breadth is precisely the quality Fenestra’s GARP screen > and market making revenue more tha Ie \t/e rTgon 1s while simu ar]tehousyre omicl Ingtanthres aplrllg its
built to reward: a business whose earnings power does not depenghgBied to over $118 million. All four busi- ‘& S V_UE ure ISIa compahny wi m?_re V?IOV'”Q pfar Sb an USUélll _te
one trading book, one commodity cycle, or one client relationshipyegg segments grew. That breadth is pr%?)? Igznéi{gaéli%\ﬁg ;/\;)eirilﬁigﬁ;uﬂl]cg; rgza?%rg[]gr?ﬁqna%?g beer;/(.)
completed its domiciliation to Bermuda on 1 July, a structural sh ; : . osition itself. Marex sits in a portfolio built around a simple discir
aimed at capital efficiency and long-term flexibility. Alongside it, tr]ﬁéz ?)uc;l/tvteor rggv(gsrdri 3%%S$2ﬁ353¥1h8ﬁ2 ??ar(ﬁ tetndnargﬁ_?, sc_rt?]ened hardt_on PEG(,j R?IC, freedcatsh ﬂt(l’)]Wt)f/le'\
group issued $500 million of hybrid capital and $500 million of senig book, one commodity cycle, or one cli- Oab uraltl_l Y, Wi tn%el)éicep lons mah e C_)tr_a goods 03/] at fal
unsecured notes — a deliberate strengthening of the balance §Elationship. nurg eES- t'IS eke]lst);] o tho awmdn_er 'Wl'en itis Ivt\d”gnm%t de o
ahead of, not in response to, further growth. And growth is exagtys corporate story moved just as fast araer est 'SW' ef etf asa.me ISCIp I?he would buy Itto ?¥ﬁa (
what management is pursuing: the completed acquisitions of Br ftrading story. Marex completed its domil rlcet, on to bayS tﬁc S. Having re_ru?h e scree? a_lgatlns the S¢
Point, Levmet and Webb Traders were joined this month by an agg&estion to Bermuda on 1 July, a structuralg”ar e_]rc_nutr_n ers, q ?hansV\{ef IS yeﬁ. . g_maﬂlz_lln fé‘l?}? (()jf)t/h GBSG
ment to acquire Brainchild Capital Investments, continuing a pattef¥: aimed at capital efficiency and long- Iversi II(I:atlon’ ?hn ?h ata;]nce S ef ;ﬁCIIO Ine benin i € ber
of disciplined, capability-adding bolt-ons rather than scale for its oy, flexibility. Alongside it, the group is- ;no;/he ans refr]lcg en rad t?]r an V\{ea ent € c?se,levgn afteracc
sake. Webb Traders in particular brings European equity derivatiygsy $500 million of hybrid capital and $500|\?r € C;nt?]-ot %am an the near—l erm ml\?lgra lon load.
market making experts that lugs directy o the segment it of serior unsecure notes — a deG1e OF 12 hanges he concluson. Marex now serves mor
The sell side h*as caught up quickly. Jefferies lifted its price farget_frlé%%g[%ﬁ t;%??g?gg&%g;ttg?fgﬁlﬁgrcgergafhc gfged %s_ fl '?#ragléc’;dlvetrﬁlf{ﬁd m(t)at Well'beforte C’:h|s vyteleltcs.re
$57 to $80 in *Extra _ortilnary profits frgm ordinary shares* Winningy,q growth is exactly what management is og ltrrr]ne]c it. eh ! math, t_e retrlljrrsfpntlnves ed l\?lapl a_tral?"
stock market strategies* Marex Group: The Quiet Giant That Just EIS’rtsuing: the completed acquisitions O@” te ree cas . otwdgtenera 'C_)tU a tlfrsl' eﬁrne f afeXdl_StFr)]c
Loud . o . . - Bright Point, Levmet and Webb Traders Qnetg, rasc??rc]:en rated ten-position portiolio has alt moved in the
There is a particular satisfaction in watching a high-conviction pagisye joined this month by an agreement t Ilrec I%F{}Vqlq iﬂwron? One_t. his articl
tion do exactly what my thesis said it would, on the exact timeline uire Brainchild Capital Investments,lf y%sueare Inﬁ%ap?o)glecvi?hv%ﬁr plgr?fro:ﬁ)eberformance or would fi
FENESTRA ASSET MANAGEMENT Call: 021 6897855 second opinion, please do not hesitate to contact Fenestra for

FscalicenceNO: 688 _ email info@fenestrasa.com or fam@mweb.co.za FEEVIERIRY eIV @ elelgi{e][Te}
Licenced Financial Serviceprovider for 34years website: www.fenestrasa.com for moreinfo William M eyer - 079624403

Divergent Attention: Redirecting Focus Inrelationships: Anxious over-monitoring of

The corporate story moved just as fast as the trading story. Maj; Xly the quality Fenestra’s GARP scree d

for Mental Health a partner’'s mood or a friend’s silence often
Last month | wrote about the skill difvergent attention asrelated to amplifies tension. Redirecting attention 0
exercise. Divergent attention is choosing an exercise or activityt Wird your own grounded, present-moment ﬂﬂklﬂ Ig h #"E-"ﬂ-l"'ﬁw? f?‘{ﬁ?-"ﬁ-éf&ﬁ
uses all S/our cognitive direction and therefore leaves little timeb%ﬁ viour — rather than decoding every k al Home
5 gﬁal — tends to defuse rather than escalate. uneEral Home . SINCE 1990 -

the anxious part of your mind to be at work. This can give anxjor
people a mental break from ruminating and worrying and those “wg y sensations (a racing heart, a twinge)

i ’)” i i i . . . . .
if2" questions that shape the anxious mind. . . can snowball into panic. Practising a shift
However, let us move past exercise and consider this useful %\ﬂ rd neutral, engaging activity —

“hack” in a broader context. What if you could stop the mon d .-

mind and redirect it at will? This is such a deceptively simple i gé/desmairg,ecgg\frz?vtgn{hg rg?e?\ljoruesq:wsl?g Oakleigh Offers
and the more you practice the better you become at it. Wher YOI e tyr/]at nothing dangeroug is
place your attention shapes what your nervous system tre 3 2ning

important — and, by extension, as threatening. Sustained, anxis aﬁly habitS' Build small redirection cues
focus on symptoms or fears doesn’t calm; it reinforces the very qlr?trpyour roufine — a phrase, a physical
response driving them. Divergent attention is not suppressio&%n or a change of environ}nent ~that
distraction for its own sake, but deliberate, structured redirectiono— c:am call on the moment you notice
consciously shifting attention toward something purposeful éﬁ)zntion drifting toward worry,

justaway from something feared). : Handicrafts are a great way of activating
This principle goes well past symptom management. Divergent f8R}é gent attention — this could be crochet

— training attention to move toward engagement rather than toya itting or woodwork and many people
worry — can reshape how you handle stress, relationships W90 these activities will describe certain
performance under pressure. What are some other areas (apa 2 hs or stitches as scalming or relaxing”
exercise) that we could use this skill? his is because the mind has to count O‘

At work: When a looming deadline triggers spiralling thoug nitor and the attention it takes calms thel
redirect focus onto the very next concrete action rather thar& rﬁ%&

hysical health: Hyper-awareness of

a wWide Range
of Services:

> o . fous mind and gives it a break.
%Lgr%c;r&ﬁﬁjhls interrupts the rumination loop before it bu technique isn’t about ignoring problems;

it's about refusing to let u_nproductive focus 24hr Caraline
Smoking - Weight L } run unchecked and notice when you are
F(ranacr)slggPhot?ilgs Lhoss doing this. The five second rule is one wherel v 1 T. 0% b il K 210
Depression - Anxiety - you notice the thought and do something

different for only five seconds — amazingly, e
this is enough to interrupt the monkey mind. [IAAUAESISEA e LIRSS

l—I — I ) | KYI E Start small: notice one moment a day wherngTt fali= Tals | 41=][# g Reisie| I]:_’.IE-..IIEHJI'I
b= attention traps itself on worry, and practise -

e ; T consciously moving it toward something
hyprosis 8 counselling purposeful. Consistency, not intensity, ishypnosis —a subject close to my heart and my practice and explc
. -~ ] what makes the shift doable and sustainabl&his useful tool can help to train the very skills mentioned above
082 386 1053 www.heidikyle practice.co.za Next month | want to start a short series oy Heidi Kyle
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Invasive alien Plants, Poaching, Bird Count & Hiking Alone highly experienced team members rec

coordinated the successful rescue of a
The Southern Drakensberg Invasive Alien Plant booklet is still widedf. An animal so caught sadly ends up as a rotting corpse which dieshiiRhino Peak in very cold and icy col
available and it is hoped that those who have bought it are follovéirgruciating pain and dehydration and a meat source that is not utilizeths. Team members often travel great
the details on how to control and eradicate these pests that haveAlearmmunities should be alert to this threat to all our wildlife and repaeinces to get to the base area before
introduced into our mountain environment. This month we look arel or come forward with information which can help stop it for theet off, often at peril to themselves, to b
grass species commonly known as Pampas Grass — Cortaderia seli@aedit of everyone. people to safety. The basic rules for hil
It has been listed as "Category 1b which means that they mudtidsgorary Officers have had another busy month. Members of our grameur mountains are to fill in the Mount
controlled or eradicated. They may not be planted, propagated, sgljged at the refreshment table for the Gran Fondo gravel road bicyRégyister correctly and not to deviate fi
or donated” (information from the booklet). It is easily recognizablerage. On the same weekend the biannual Big Bird on Farm count (knala chosen path and as important n
large plume like flowers which can reach a height of 6m. It is difficuliet®e CAR = Coordinated avifaunal road count) took place over two dalyie aloneBy Rosanne Clark
eradicate and because the seeds are wind dispersed and thev¥éfoe@vered three circuits, each averaging 65km in the Colefordior further inquiries about joining the
travel great distances. The seed heads can irritate eyes and nofuahohan’s Nek and Himeville areas. This census has been going fpoup or offering assistance in any w
protective clothing should be worn when the roots and rhizomesoaes 20 years over the whole country and the data collected is an indiggease contact:- Chairman Julian Sim
dug up, the best way to deal with the plant, and destroyed. As wittoalif bird movements, impacts of changed farming practices, transformed 0836516777
invasive alien species follow-up has to be done regularly to deal Witldscapes and decline or increase of target species in specific areasutherndrakensberg.chair@ezemvelohc
regrowth. Many an area where much effort has been expended i@tleer members worked on and restored the water supply from the dam t®ecretary Cayla Beghin 0824932305
moving or spraying these plants and where they are unattendedfHimeville Nature Reserve reservoir, which supplies water to the Rasgithemdrakensberg.secretary@ezemvelol
mant seeds and or roots come back with a vengeance and surpriimblouse, Staff Quarters and Picnic Site ablutions. or Ezemvelo HOs
virility only to reinfest the area. The illegal hunting has raised its u@lyr HO member Paul Roth, who is also a member of Mountain Club of
head. This is done with dogs or, as bad, setting snares. In both fS8angh Africa, is always on standby for mountain rescue. He with ¢

head. 1niS IS e titne of i , ’
it is indiscriminate and cruel. At this tlmegn);eazryﬁggg??éri?&iis BNT HUNT WHAT YOU CAN'T KILL
Underberg because in their condition! bet that caption made you take notice!

7P 17 haniaadl: <\ ore 2 bit slower thanThe scene of the crime 1 write about is set between Himeville low '
i “Mhe males and younger’md the Pholela river, a stream with half a dozen man - made dan H.qaﬂl.w

hH A"BE animals and both she an#etlands. The Crime - a pack of loose dogs killing at least two Reeg Jii =
[:LE k the foetus are ripped aparthich they drowned in a dam recorded by a witness early August.

#h : % l&m—; E FuHLIHE while still alive. What the EmOtian have b_een_ hlgh on the iS_Sue. .

*? . = IDIOT, IDIOOT, ISILIMA ~ Winteris NOT a kind time for W|IdI|fe_|n our parts. _Th(_e veld is burnt all B85 8

"B i - 5 u K? fails to understand is thafrequently, particularly wetlands which are the wildiife’s only refuge. & ;
— sl there is no increase infasy pickings for dogs on the loose. This small catchment's custc S8

e populations or replace-Ship is shared, wildlife cares nothing for ownership, that's a human t
"““" - Bl m ment of the dead animahneither did the pack of dogs that drove the animal into the dam w

47N m because the area is totallsuccumbed. The dogs in question have been identified - the owne
decimated of wildlife. This Within the law a property owner who sees unattended dogs hunt
4.0 m has happened everypermitted to destroy them when they have the necessary licenses. Nedurmans are emotionally attached to
6.0M m where else and now thdess to say, not_muc;h more than talk has happened regards these @iinesls we have domestica;ed, onthe o
small groups of targetLet’s go back historically. o hand we eat them use them in war and m
B “ species, mainly antelopé?OCk art the length of Africa starting in Egypt show dogs and manlimgold by the Giants Cup amma_l welfa
like Common Reedbuckpartnership. Archeological evidence shows three types of dog asfsxﬂcth_at the most p_opular domeshc dog «
« and Vaal Rhebok, are On|yated with the iron age folk who trekked down here, a small, mediumcaspation in Hlme\_/llle low costis for secit
on private land. Thelarger type dog. All Canis Africanis, what we now call the African doigy, usually a chained up canine. The sl
snares catch everythindike the dogs in Europe and beyond they have been used for hummg]untlng_ dogs, part of this qrdeal are
and to make mattersProtection and company. sociated with the same location but he
worse they are often noEnter the Greyhound a slender sprinter, today this European bredeeeasspotted ngl beyond on the Sani F
BRLD STHORS, BUND SMART. AU monitored regularly oncecontaminated, if you like, the original African dog Canis africanus . Itww. The _Huntlng sub cultu_re is very mr
this hybrid type that has been identified aile, while it can be checked it's unlikely
the culprit of the crime | write about. | oncede eliminated. Commercial farmland is inf
met an amazing character in Nkandla trated by the hunters and their dogs
‘Jackson’. We spent days with him filmingcause wildlife on traditional land is hunte
his beautiful dogs. We witnessed and filme@ut. Dig a little deeper and you will find of
two “traditional dog hunts’, like all huntingthat there’s
its gory stuff. We ran DNA sequences oRig money to be made and lost. Ask ¢
them, they were as close to Canis africany§t, a hunting dog owner will pay up to 1.
as we could find. Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife wereon his dog and there are intricate breec
trying to crack out some legal framework foprograms.
traditional dog hunting?! It's common knowl-The Biosphere concept is a good one
edge that hunting with dogs is linked to gommon interest in looking after those ri
gambling culture, there’s some big money irPons of natural habitat within commerci
volved - and ego/prestige - it's a prickly - peafarmland coupled with a security aspe
What to do? EYES AND EARS. Some landowners in t
Well it's illegal I'm told, feral hunting dogs district have taken things further - Hike
without their handlers can be shot on priva@nd bike riders are regular visitors on th
land. But there’s caution in this. Best calland sometimes covering large distance
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, they issue all hunt-a single day. Everyone has a camera - i
ing permits or the SAP and importantly takéelf regulating, economical and district €

= s & B LA B S

GRASS GROWING!

Wuality deed for a strong, photographs to identify the dog handlerdiching concept - Just sayingy Don Guy
Healthy Pasture n— owners and the location. doncguy59@gmail.com

Pam Golding’s Mandela Day
LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT SEED? Initiative

This year, over a couple of days leading up to Mandela Day, we got stuck into the Hi
Care Centre’s classroom. Assisted by Agrimark’s generous donation of base pair
delightful wall mural kindly donated by NUD Signs, we repainted and decorated the v

TWE Underberg hos you covened wilh
o great selection of gquality grazs and

ooits saed: bring a cheerful and refreshed look to the room. Grateful thanks to AGRIMARK and

SIGNS for your contributions and our JADE LLOYD for your creativity and slick pra

management. Also, we are grateful for our special association with NOSIPHO NCOBE

SALA QTS SEED TARGA OATS SEED and your family inspire us with the care, dedication and love that you give so s selfls
Relioble aals saed for excalent @ A quality opfion fos productive others. Angela Walker, Principal, Pam Golding Properties.

oaastune eshabisnmant. wiriler Qrozing - :

GOVERNMOR FEREMMLAL BARMUULTRA AWNMUAL ITALIAN

RYEGRALS SEED RYEGRASS SEED
Far longHasting, productive Fost-growing annual rvegrass Ao Bl s
pasturas for quality grazing t.Dd s 71 Oy
Hb T J5 Bk Li
. - (M Wy Oo Py
We hove a wide variety of ryegrass available! O Br 8. T
Lo W Ay
Marfin Swarlling: 0F% 976 1102 TRADING HOURS: Five o 7.8
E: underbergitvkogd.com Weakdoys: 730am - 5:00o0m A
whww iwkagr com/Trade Salwrdays: BxX0am - 1:00pm -

@f?ﬁh:ll
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HIP REPLACEMENT for pets and people - collaboration ste . Later wit the help of a uman cz

_ _ o ] , ologist it was inserted into the dog anc
A few days ago | was going through a box in my garage and foumentally of course, and were mightily relieved. The closing up of {}grked well. Aveterinary orthopaedic surge

some black and white photos. They were of an artificial hip implaoperation site was routine after that. Roger later adopted the doggékd up the pocket for the pace maker
and a German Shepherd dog. When you are a young vet you aralldhave is a photo of the dog that was taken some time later. He &@ed all the credit. Such are ego’s sometir
keen, so eager, so confident that you forge ahead where angelsdtarding and looking like any other dog. Much relief. He never mentioned the cardiologist ‘s h
to tread..and sometimes into dangerous waters. In the early 198(8dew days later | received a phone call from a professor of surgery;gb made it all happen or my wife’s contrik
worked with another vet named Roger. We worked well together addderstepoort demanding his instruments. Now we both knew thgy.

had many laughs. Acompany rep for surgical instruments offered were not his instruments. They were a loan set lent to both of ugf¥han doctor’s used to be very generous:
a paediatric artificial hip replacement. At the time we had a case dhe instrument company. But | suppose if you are a professor{Bfing vets with problems. They recogni;
German Shepherd dog who had hip dysplasia. This is a condittaith need not be exact. After all you sit on Mount Olympus WitRe similarities between the two professic
where the hip joint bones do not fit well together, resulting in paiother deities. And anyway, who will know ? Just some inconsequgiact when | was a student they used to f
difficulty in walking and later severe arthritis. We were excited. Hetl little vet in KZN. an intermedics weekend when the vets, m
was an opportunity to do a hip replacement operation on this dégyway | duly returned the instruments to the company. Afew yeggs students and the dental students vis
Firstly we asked for help from a young human orthopaedic surgetater | went to work in the surgery department of the same professggn other and saw how similar our trair
He gladly came to the surgery one Saturday morning and showedtieswas doing quite a lot of hip replacements but he never ackngyds Nowadays | find it hard to find a doc
step by step how to do the operation. (The dead dog we used foretthged that we had also done one. In fact | saw one case where hghadiill discuss my cases with me on an e
operation demonstration did let fly with a load of poo in the middle afisdirected the shaft of the implant and it went through the sidg,gk;s

the demonstration but no one apart from me seemed to notice.) the femur and had to be removed later. We can all make mistakg3e&iQintly a friend passed on a book to me \
The big day arrived and Roger and |, aided by his veterinary nudsin’t be too cocky and proud. This is a very humbling professiggy, py a vet's wife. It is titled “If the Cat Fits
wife, proceeded with the operation. Orthopaedic surgery is reallyst when you think you have got it all sorted some massive mes§dR,"that's not a typo : If the CAT fits *) wri
just like carpentry, with saws, hammers, screws and drills...all magdl occur and bring you down to earth with a bump. ten by Chrystal Sharp. It is so well written
of bright , shiny stainless steel. All went well until we reached thikhese days this kind of operation is more common and there a&@ly funny. If you can get one of her boc
point where we had to connect the new artificial hip into the newamber of excellent, skilled veterinary surgeons. Butitis expensiyfease read them [
socket. It just would not go in. A few anxious moments followednd there are other options. know she has writtenl B
Then Roger picked up a surgical hammer and gave it a sharp tagy-wife used to work for a well known cardiologist .There was a dggoks pecause | re
and the hip popped into place !! We were dancing a celebratory jigdly needing a pace maker. | asked her if she could source ongid years ago while

y Llew Evans
tired vet

FHE now.....Tod...tell Tris

doing a locum. But they /" '\
GCAW - Caring for Animals, One Paw & Baunkeinng Dhelails varmer and drier. They 27 T€ally good ..thefe
LLIL LT

may even be more by
. also have straw mat-
at a Time

BUSIHESS ACC) tres(’jse% l%V!ngly handl'lshe needs to get
- . HTiaE HAHE: GOAW HPC made rica, as we
At Giants Cup Animal Welfare (GCAW), our work extends farbeyor] =~ ace mo.sr002665258 as don)allted blankets laptop out. I would lo

'to read about life married

the animals currently waiting in our kennels. Every day brings né BR CODE 221035 & 4 This is a wonderful ex-

calls for assistance, new challenges and new opportunities to mal o ample of how commu- 0 you.
difference in the lives of animals and their owners throughout g nity donations can make
community. — a very real difference

We would first like to extend a Very Special thank yOU tO Kevin Abbqt,ood’ blankets and other items donated to GCAW are used pu ose-
who generously tests all the electrical and mechanical appliangg; throughout our outreach campaigns, ensuring that assisfanc
donated to our Thrift Shop. Thankstevin Abott’'s time and exper- reaches animals who need it most.

tise, we can ensure that the appliances offered for sale in the sp@Palso provide longer running chains for dogs that we findare SPC

_have been tested and are in working orc_jer. Th!s isan myaluable SeBfmanently chained up. While we would always prefer animas to Souni, Pass Clanxicrs
ice, and we are extremely grateful for his continued assistance. haye the freedom to move safely, a longer chain can at least prpvide

Sadly, dog adoptions are currently moving very slowly. Our kennejgme additional space and freedom of movement for dogs whotd Old Main Road Underberg
still have wonderful dogs waiting for their forever homes, so we egircumstances mean they cannot currently be allowed to roam ffeely.

courage anyone considering adding a four- legged member to th§iif work doesn&#39;t stop when the kennels are closed either. GEAW OFFICEHOURS
family to please come and meet the dogs at GCAW. You may just fightinues to field calls and provide 24/7 assistance for animgls in MON-FRI

your new best friend waiting for you. _ need. Sometimes that means responding to an urgent situation, fome- 8.30 AM - 4.30PM
GCAW is alsq (':url’ently rehab|l|tat|ng two dOgS W|th bl’Oken Ieg$i.mes providing advice’ and Sometimes S|mp|y he|p|ng an owne f|nd SATURDAY 830AM 11AM
Both are receiving plenty of rest, care and TLC while they recovgrway to improve the circumstances of an animal in their care. UNIT 42. Campsdrift Park
Although their rehabilitation will take time, our aim is for both dogs tgyery one of these services is made possible through the gendrosity

eventually return to their owners once they are fully healed. o our community. Whether you donate food, blankets, matefals, 3 Brayford Road

One of the needs we have increasingly encountered during gney or your time, your contribution helps us respond whef an OFFICE HOURS
outreach work is something as basic as adequate shelter. DuringQiithal needs us. MON - FRI

most recent rabies campaign, we came across two dogs whose i@, of course, if you are looking for a new companion, pldase 8.00 AM - 4.30PM
conditions left them desperately in need of protection from the e[ﬁjn&#39;tforget the dogs waiting patiently at our kennels. They are SATUF.QDAYS OOAM LOAM
ments. , . still hoping that someone will walk through the gate and realisefthat e i

In response to this need, GCAW has started making kennels to Rfir perfect match has been waiting for them all along. or enquiries plgase contact
vide much-needed shelter for dogs in the community. The two dogigank you for continuing to support GCAW and for helping us dare uson:

we encountered during the rabies campaign have now been proviggehe animals in our community. Contact Virginia on 082 804 8428.
with kennels raised off the ground on pallets, helping to keep them y d 033-7011017/or 0832875183

i | i I i Email:
Not All Treasure Is Buried! Discovering the World of Geocaching accounts@sanipasscarriers.co.za
at Hlm_GVI_”e FO_I’t & Museum By Kitt Du Preez operations@sanipasscarriers.co.za

When we think of treasure hunting, we might imagine pirates, burlﬁ‘&haps one of the most appealing things about geocaching 1§
chests, old maps and perhaps an adventurous explorer or tWOit%H-courages people explore. A geocache can be found almofit
treasure hunting has entered the modern age, and today you dpfhlhere — in towns, parks, along hiking trails, near landmarks faind
need a shovel or a treasure map to go searching for hidden treagpifaces of historical interest. It can take you somewhere you Bave
All'you need is a smartphone, a sense of adventure and a liff|éen past countless times without ever stopping or encoufage
curiosity. you to look more closely at a place you thought you already knfw.

Welcome to the world gjeocaching _ This makes geocaching a particularly wonderful companio
If you have never heard of geocaching before, you are certainly{ggtism and heritage.

alone. In its simplest form, geocaching is a worldwide treasure hypHimeville Fort & Museum, our geocache adds a small mod
using GPS technology. I.:’eople. hide sfmall containers, knowm@genture to a place steeped in history. Visitors can explore the
geocaches, and record their locations using GPS coordinates. Ot@{cover its exhibitions and stories, and perhaps embark on a ittty I TFRINARY SURGERY
people then use those coordinates to navigate to the location angldi re hunt of their own.
to find the hidden cache. _ _ There is also something rather fitting about leaving your name ifthe  Weekdays 08h00-16H30
And the treasure isn’t necessarily something you can take hom%gbook. Museums are places where we preserve the stories
Some geocaches contain small items that can be exchanged, WHl@ories of people from the past. A geocache allows today’s vis

others simply contain a logbook or piece of paper where the fingdelbave a tiny record of their own visit behind — a small connec 24-hour emergency: 082 577 9976
records their name, the date of their discovery, or perhaps leavgsi@een one visitor and the many people who will come searcfli Office: 071 6811727

short message. Our own geocache at Himeville Fort & Museum is QRgr them.

of these — a small cache hidden somewhere within the muse@caching also offers a wonderful way for families to expldr adminEnurveliesza
grounds, waiting to be discovered. o together. Children can become the official “treasure hunters”, wj ™

Finding a geocache can be surprisingly satisfying. The GEgits can help with the navigation and clues. It turns a simple o ‘ -
coordinates may take you to the general area, but they dgib an adventure and encourages everyone to look at { ) b‘f&ﬂ .
necessarily tell you exactly where to look. You might have $Brroundings with a little more curiosity. = — —
investigate your surroundings, examine your surround!ngs caref;g_uyd perhaps that is the real treasure of geocaching. FLASTOCK SALE AUGLST 2026
and think about where someone might have chosen to hide a contaifigkt necessarily what is hidden inside the container. It is the jouhey

Once you find it, you sign the log and return the cache exactly as ypting it, the places you discover along the way, and the storiefary SUPPLIED

found it. : memories you collect during the adventure. QTY SOLD

There is even a special language among geocachers. A persongghfhe next time you visit Himeville Fort & Museum, why not lookBR ERCENTAGE

finds a cache may "log” their find, while someone who accidentafiye museum through a slightly different lens? Discover the hisfpaXIMUM PRICE
discovers a cache without knowing about geocaching is affectionafghin the Fort, explore the grounds, and if you are feelfyidINIMUM PRICE

known as a@muggle”. There are different types of caches to@qyenturous, see if you can find our little hidden cache. You n@y&IERAGE PRICE R17 48
including those involving puzzles, clues or multiple locations.  know what you might discover. Because all treasure is buried.

underbergvets@gmail.com
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